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^m0) flouts: 

OR, 

EXTRACTS 
FOR PRH'ATE DEVOTION * MEDITATION: 

COMPRBHENOINO 

THE PSALMS 

ARRANGED AND CLAtSEO UMDZM rjUUOUf HZJDtt 
TOGETHER WITB 

PRAYERS, THANKSGIVINGS, HYMNS, &C. &C. 

TKlltCirALLT 8SLMCTSD FROM 

^cr^tttte: 

THE WHOLE INTENDED AS 

A COMPENDIUM OF DIVINE AUTHORITY, 

AND 

A COMPAMIDN FOR THE BODR OF SOLITUDE AND RSTHSICENT. 

• And to tbe morning, rMng up s gtett whfle before d»y, be went ont, uU 
" departed into « aolitarf place* and there prayed.** Mark, 1. 35. 
" Tke effectual fcnrait ptarer of a righteous man availeth much." 
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TO 

MY FATHER, 

TBI 

▲KB INSCRIBED^ 

AS A TESTIMONY OF RB8PBCT AND TERERATIOKi 

AS A TRIBUTE OF SINCERE DUTT^ LOVE> 

AND GRATITUDE 

TO THE BEST OF PARENTS 

AND MOST EXEMPLARY OF MEN. 

UNDER WHAT MORE APPROPRIATE AUSPICES 

CAN THIS HUMBLE ENDEAVOR TO BE USEFUL TO 

MY FELLOW CREATURES 

MEET THE PUBLIC BYE^ 

THAN THOSE OF A MAN WHOSE WHOLE LIFE 

HAS BEEN PASSED IN ACTIVE BBNEVOLENCE^ 

AND WHO^ 

IN HIS UNCEASING EXERTIONS TO 

BENEFIT MANKIND, 

AND TO MAKE HAPPY ALL AROUND HIM, 

HAS NEVER KNOWN A SELFISH WISH! 
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PREFACE. 



It will be disputed by none who enjoy 
the benefit of experience, that the habit of 
daily devotion is essential to the support of 
true piety. It is this alone that can render 
it a constant living feeling of the heart, and 
an incitement to virtuous action. Regular 
tommunion with the Author of our being 
creates confidence in the assurances of his 
protection, and enables us to bear up against 
the evils and vicissitudes inseparable from i 
human life. The most thoughtless and 
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giddy may, nay doubtless have, moments 
of devout and religious sensation ; but these 
are transient; they fly off with the first 
breathed tee^tation, and are quickly dissi- 
pated in more gay and frivolous pursuits ; 
such occasional feelings, therefore, are of 
little avail, unless they can be arrested, 
confirmed, and rendered habitual* 

Reflexion and meditation do not find an 
easy access to the youthful mind ; and even 
those who are further advanced in life are 
too apt to consider themselves sufficiently 
informed upon a subject if they discover its 
general tendency, and conceive that they 
have derived every possible benefit froni it, 
if they arfi able partially to discuss its 
pierits, or assent to a gener'al eulogium on 
its beauties. Tliia may be of little conse* 
<juence on topics uninteresting in thenV'* 
selves, or unimportant in their result } but 
when the principle involves a higher eon- 
sJdevation, when it concerns, our moral du* 
ticSj or the claims of religion, it is not by 
siiroply admitting their exoellence, pr cou- 
uurringin their efficacy, that the errors of 
mankidd will b^ dispelled, or our own 
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hearts beaefited. To the subject of the 
Scriptures Biore particularly will these ob- 
senratiQiis be found to apply ; — ^how often 
are the precepts contained in them quoted 
and commended without due reflexion upon 
their tendency, or refeience to the conduct 
of human affairs! We all acknowledge 
their excellence, and admire their sublimity; 
but will this passive admiration reach the 
heart ? will this transient approbation tend 
to regulate our conduct, or animate us to 
active exertion ? We read, but it is witli 
the eye, not the understanding ; we attend ^ 
but it is with the ear^ not the heart ; such 
reading, and such attention, must for ever 
be ineffectual. 

Impressed with this conviction, it has 
been my endeavor in these little volumes to 
select and arrange under different heads 
those parts of the sacred writings more 
peculiarly calculated for devotion, medita** 
tion, and instruction, in .ti>e hope that their 
being classed so as to be immediately appli. 
cable, and easily referred to, may tend to 
establish a habit of attention and reflexion, \. 
and awaken the mind to a due coniideratioii ^ > 
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of the importance of practising the exer- 
cises enjoined us by our holy religion. 
Every part of the sacred volume deserves 
our deepest attention and research, but all 
are not equally adapted to devotion and 
meditation. I have confined myself to those 
passages, therefore, which can either be 
used as prayers, or instructive lessons on 
our various duties, and to tiiose sublime de- 
scriptions of the Almighty which lead us to 
adore his wonders and goodness ; which at 
once excite devotion and support it ; which 
elevate the mind, set before us the attributes 
of our God, and tell us in the words of 
truth that he is our Father, Governor, and 
Protector, that he sees and knows our 
thoughts and hearts, that he supports, com« 
forts, and blesses all who trust in him. 

Those who are in the constant habit of 
consulting the Bible will not object to a se- 
lection of some of its most sublime and ira* 
pressive passages, arranged and classed, 
ready at once to meet their eye ; whilst 
those who have not accustomed themselves 
to pause and reflect on the precepts with 
which it abounds, may, perhaps, from these 
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eKtrai^to be induced to refer to the source 
wbenee tbey are drawn. 

The Piwdftt^ (the Bible remon of wUch I 
b^vo pi^rrad) are given eotire. There is 
j^ eouf^ of pr ay^ or exetciae of devotion 
comparable to tbeeo. Equally adapted to 
individval as to put^e wor^ip^ these sub* 
lime effusiaus impart to man comfort, assists 
ance, advice*-— For every stage and situation 
in life may be found an appropriate! appeal 
to the Almighty ; every sentiment of piety 
piay be encouraged by the wanri and in« 
spiring language ^ the P^mist. It has 
t>een my endeavor to render tbem more use- 
ful for daily prayer by classing tbem, as well 
as their varied n»al;ter \rould admit, under 
di&rent heads, upon the plan of Bishop 
Horne, to whose excellent works, and to 
those of Dr. Hammond, I am much in« 
debted in my notes and arguments. A few 
occasional Prayers and Hymns are added, 
and some pious addresses to the Almighty 
extracted from larger poems. 

In that part of the compilation which re- 
lates to instruction, I have not presumed to 
take any passages from the New Testament ; 
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the precept and practice are there so united 
that they mutually enforce each other, and 
I could nut separate the moral from the doc- 
trinal part, without diminishing its force and 
injuring its eifect ; besides, the instructions 
conveyed throughout are easily referred to, 
and can be no where read to such advantage 
as in that volume where we receive them 
immediately from the mouth of our Divine 
Master and his disciples. The eflScacy of 
prayer, and of regular habits of devotion 
and meditation, are there by him asserted, 
are enforced by his example, and have been 
practised by his most zealous and faithful^ 
followers throuorh all affes. 

I have not allowed myself the expression- 
of a diflSdence which I strongly feel, but 
which I could not suffer to prevail over my 
earnest wish of offering some little assistance 
towards the cultivation of habits essential to 
the support of true religion. Should my 
humble endeavor succeed but in a few in- 
stances, or afford the means of recalling the 
scattered thoughts of one heart astray, I shall 
•ffeel more real joy than could be derived 
from the praise and commendation which 
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crown a work of original genius. To know 
Gk>d, and to know ourselves, is the true end 
of all knowledge ; the highest learning is to 
be wise, and the greatest wisdom is to be 
good. 
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Matthew, 6. 



*' ^«* f/eott prayest, thou shall not be as the 
hypocrites are : for they love to pray standing in tlie 
synagogues, and in the comers qf the streets, that 
they may be seen qf men. Verily I say unto you, 
ney have tlieir reward, 

Bui thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, 
and, when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret; and thy Fatlu^r, which seeth in 
secret, shall reward thee openly. 

But when ye pray, use jMt vain repetitions, as the 
heathens do : for they think that t/iey shall be heard 
for their much peaking, 

4fter this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father, 
which art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. 

YOL, I. *B 



SACRED HOURS, &C. 



Thy kingdom conie. Thy will be done in earth, as 
it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive tis our debts, as xve forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power^ 
and the glory, for ever. Amen." 



PRAYERS, THANKSGIVINGS, &c. 

•ELBCrZO 

FROM THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT, AND 
FROM THE APOCRYPHA. 



Selected from Jeremiah^ ch. 10. 20. 32. 

There is none like unto thee, O Lord ; thou art 
great, and thy name is great in might. Who 
would not fear thee, O king of nations ? for to 
thee doth it appertain : forasmuch as ambng all 
the wise men of the nations, and in ail their 
kingdoms, there is none like unto thee. Thou 
shewest lovingkindaess unto thousands, and 
recompensest the iniquity of the fathers 



PRAYERS, &C, 3 

into the bosom of their children after them: 
the Great, the Mighty God, the Lord of hosts, 
is his name. Great in counrsel, and mighty 
in woi'k ; for thine eyes are open upon all the 
ways of the sons of men : to give every one ac- 
cording to his ways, and according to the fruit 
of his doings. The Lord is the true God, he is 
the living God, and an everlasting king : at his 
wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations 
shall not be able to abide his indignation. He 
hath made the earth by his power, he hath esta« 
blished the world by his wisdom, and hath 
stretched out the heavens by his discretion. 
When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude 
of waters in the heavens, and he causeth the va- 
pours to ascend from the ends of the earth ; he 
xnaketh lightnings with rain^ and bringeth forth 
the wind out of his treasures. Sing unto the 
Lord, praise ye the Lord : for he hath delivered 
the soul of the poor from th^ hsuid of evil doers« 



A Prayer of Solomon,, Book of Wisdom, 9. 

O God of my fathers, and Lord of mercy, who 
hast made all things with thy word, and ordained 
man through thy wisdom, that he^ should have 
a.2L 
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dominion over the creaturefs which thou hast 
made, and order the world according to equity 
and righteousness^ and execute judgment with 
an upright heart : give me wisdom, that sitteth 
by thy throne : and reject me not from among 
thy children : for I thy servant and son of thine 
handmaid am a feeble person, and of a short 
time, and too young for the understanding of 
judgment and laws. For though a man be never 
so perfect among the children of men, yet if thy 
wisdom be not with him, he shall be nothing re- 
garded. Thou hast chosen me to be a king of 
thy people, and a judge of thy sons and daugh- 
ters : thou hast commanded me to build a temple 
upon thy holy mount, and an altar in the city 
wherein thou dwellest, a resemblance of the 
holy tabernacle, which thou hast prepared from 
the beginning. And wisdom wa3 with thee : 
which knoweth thy works, and was present 
when thou madest the world, and knew what was 
acceptable in thy sight, and right in thy com- 
mandments. O stnd her'outof thy holy hea- 
vens, and from the throne of thy glory, that 
being present she may labour with me, that I 
may know what is pleasing unto thee. For she 
knoweth and understaudeth all things, and she 
shall lead me soberly in my doings, and preserve 
-nft in her power. So shall my works be ac- 
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ceptable, aad then shall I judge thy people 
nghteously, aad be worthy to sit in my father's 
seat. For what man is he that can . know the 
counsel of God ? or who can tlnnk what the will 
of the Lord is ? For the thoughts c^ mortal men 
are miserable^ and 6ur devices are but uncertain. 
For the corruptible body presseth down the soul, 
and the earthly tabernacle weigheth down the 
mind that museth upon many things. And 
hardly do we guess aright at things that are upon 
earth, and with labour do we find the things that 
are before us : but the things that are in heaven, 
who hath searched out ? And thy coui^sel who^ 
hath known, except thou give wisdom^ and send: 
thy holy spirit from above ? For so the ways of 
them which lived on the earth were reformed, and: 
men were taught the things that are pleasing; 
Mnto thee, and were saved through wisdom^ 



A Primer <^tiie Som qf Sirach, Eccksiastictis, 5 1\ 

I will thank thee, O liord and King^ and praise 
thee, O God my Saviour : I do give praise unto 
thy name : for thou art my defender and helper, 
and hast preserved my body from destruction, 
and from the snare of the slaademus tongue, and, 
b3 
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from the lips that forge lies, and hast been mine 
helper against mine adversaries: and hast deli- 
vered me, according to the multitude of thy 
mercies and greatness of thy name, from the 
teeth of them that wer€ ready to devour me, and 
out of the hands of such as sought after my life', 
and from the manifold afflictions which I had ; 
'from the choaking of fire on every side, and 
from the midst of the fire which I kindled not ; 
from the depth of the belly of hell, from an un* 
clean tongue, and from lying words. By an ac- 
cusation to the king from an unrighteous tongue 
my soul drew near even unto death, my life was 
near to hell beneath. They compassed me /m 
every side, and there was no man to help me : I 
looked for the succour of men, but there was 
none. Then thought I upon thy mercy, O 
Lord^ and upon thy acts of okl, how thou deli- 
verest such as wait for thee, and savest them out 
of the hands of the enemies. Then lifted I up 
my supplication from the earth, and prayed for 
deliverance from death . I called upon the Lord, 
the Father of my Lord, that he Would not leave 
me in the days of my trouble, and in the time of 
the proud, when there was no help. I will praise 
thy name continually, and will sing praise with 
thanksgiving; and so my prayer was heard : for 
thou savedst me from destruction, and deliver- 
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edst me from the evil time : therefore uill I give 
thanksy aad praise thee,* and bless thy name, O 
Lord. When I was yet yoang^ or ever I went 
abroad, I desired wisdona openly in my prayer. 
I prayed for her before the temple, and will seek 
her out even to the end. Even from the flower 
till the grape was ripe hath my heart delighted 
in her : my foot went the right way, from my 
youth up' sought I after her. I bowed down 
mine ear a little, and received her, and gat 
much learning. I profited therein, therefore 
will I ascribe the glory unto him that giveth me 
wisdom. For I purposed to do after her, and 
earnestly I followed that which is good ; so shall 
I not be confounded. My soul hath wrestled 
with her, and in my doings I was exact: 1 
stretched forth my hands to the heaven above, 
and bewailed my ignorances of her. I directed 
my soul unto her^* and I found her in pureness : 
I have had my heart joined with her from the 
beginning, therefore shall I not be forsaken. 
My heart was troubled in seeking -her : therefore 
have I gotten a good possession. The Lord hath 
given me a tongue for my reward, and I will 
praise him therewith. Draw near unto me, ye 
unlearned, and dwell in the house of learning. 
Wherefore are ye slow, and what say ye of these 
things^ seeing your souls are very thirsty ? I 
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opened my mouth, and sajd. Buy her for your- 
selves without money. Put your neck under the 
yoke, and let your soul receive instujction : she 
is hard at hand to find. Behold with your eyes, 
how that I have had but little labour, and have 
gotten unto me much rest. Getiearning with a 
great sum of money, and get much gold by her. 
Let your soul rejoice in his mercy^ and be not 
ashamed of his praise. Work your work be- 
times^ and in his time he will give you your ^e^ 
ward. 



From the Prayer of Agtir, Proverbs, 30. 

AH thy words, O God, are pure : thou art a 
shield to them tliat put their trust in thee. Twa 
things have 1 required of theej deny me them^ 
not before I die. Remove far from me vanity 
and lies ; give me neither poverty nor riches ; 
feed roe with food convenient for me : Jest I be 
full and deny thee, and say. Who is the Lord I 
or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the nama 
of my God in vain. 
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From the Prayer of Judith, Judith, 9. 

O God, O my God, hear me also a widow. 
For, behold, the Assyrians are multiplied in their 
power; they are exalted with horse and man; 
they glory in the strength of their footmen ; 
they trust in shield, and spear, and bow, and 
sling ; and know not that thou art the Lord that 
breakest the battles: the Lord is thy name. 
Throw down their strength in thy power, and 
bring down their force in thy wrath : for they 
have purposed to defile thy sanctuary, and to . 
pollute the tabernacle where thy glorious name 
resteth,^ and to cast down with sword the horn 
of thy altar. Behold their pride, and send thy 
wrath upon their heads : give into mine hand> 
which am a widow, the power that J have con- 
ceived. For thy power standeth not in multi- 
tude, nor thy might in strong men : for thou art 
a God of the afflicted, an helper of the oppressed, 
an upholder of the weak, a protector of the for- 
lorn, a saviour of-them that are without hope. I 
pray thee, I pray thee, O God of my father, and 
God of the inheritance of Israel, Lord of the 
heavens and earth, creator of the waters, king of 
every creature, hear thou my prayer: and make 
every nation and tribe acknowledge that ihou 
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art the God of all power and might, and there 
is none other that protecteth the people of Israel 
but thou. 



Fro7n the Song of Judith, Judith, 16. 

Begin unto my Cod with timbrols^ sing un'ta 
my Lord with cymbals : tune unto him a new 
psalm ; exalt him, and call upon his name. For 
God breaketh the battles : for among the camps 
in the midst of the people he hath delivered me 
out of the hands of them that persecuted me. 
I will sing unto the Lord a new song : O Lord, 
thou art great and glorious, wonderful in 
strength, and invincible. Let all creatures serve 
thee : for thou spakest and they were jiiade> 
thou didst send forth thy spirit, and it created 
them, and there isS none that can resist thy voice. 
For the mountain? shall be moved from their 
foundations with the waters, the rocks shall 
melt a' wax at thy presence: yet thou art mer- 
ciful to them that fear thee. For all sacrifice is 
too little for a sweet savour unto thee, and all the 
fat is not sufficient for thy burnt-olFering : but 
he that feareth the Lord is great at all times. 
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From ihe Prayer of Esther, Esther Ap. 14. 

O my Lord, thou only art our King : help me, 
desolate woman, which have no helper but thee ; 
for my clanger is in mine hand. From my youth 
tip I have heard in the tribe of my family, that 
thou, O Lord, tookest Israel from, among all 
people, and our fathers from all their predecess- 
ors, for a perpetual inheritance, and thou hast 
performed whatsoever thou didst promise them. 
And now we have sinned before thee ; there- 
fore hast thou given us into the hands of our 
enemies. O Lcxrd, giye not thy sceptre unto 
them that be nothing, and let them not laugh at 
our fall ; but turn their device upon themselves, 
and make him an example that hath begun this 
against u^. Remember, O Lord, make thyself 
knpwn in time of our affliction, and give me 
boldness, O king of the nations, and Lord of all 
power. Give me eloquent speech in my mouth 
before iMk lion : turn his heart to hate him that 
fighteth against us,' that there may be an end of 
him, and of all that are likeminded to him : 
but deliver us with thine hand, and help me 
4hat am desolate, and which have no other 
helper but thee. O thou mighty God above all. 
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hear the voice of the forlorn, and deliver us out 
of the hands of the mischievous, and deliver me 
out of my fear. 



The Prayer of Asa, 2 Chron. 14. 

Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether 
^vith many, or with them that have no power: 
help-US, O Lord our God ; for we rest on thee, 
and in thy name we go against this multitude, 
O Lord, thou art our God ; let not man prevail 
against thee. 



Selected from Ecclesiasticus, ch. 23. 

O Lord, father and governor of all my whole 
life, leave me not to their counsels, and let me 
not fall by them. Who will s^t scourges over 
my thoughts, and the discipline of wisdom over 
mine heart ? that they spare me not* for mine 
Ignorances, and it pass not my sins : lest mine 
ignorances increase, and my sins abound to ray 
destruction, and I fall before mine adversaries, 
and mine enemy rejoice over me, whose hope is 
far from thy mercy. O Lord, Father and God 
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of my life, give me not a proud look, but turn 
away from thy servants always a haughty mind. 
Turn away from nae vain hopes and concu« 
piscence, and thou shalt hold him up that is de- 
sirous always to serve thee. Let not'the greedi-i 
ncss of the belly, nor lust of the flesh take hold of 
me: and give not over me thy servant unto an 
impudent mind. 



From the same, ch. 42, 43. 50. 

I will now remember the works of the Lord, 
and declare the things that I have, seen : in the 
words of the Lord are his works. The sun that 
givcith light looketh upon all things, and the 
work thereof is full of the glory of the Lord. 
The Lord hath not given power tothe saints to 
declare all his marvellous works, which the Al- 
mighty Lord firmly settled, that whatsoever is 
might be established for his gIory« He seeketh 
out the deep, and the heart, and consideret^ 
their crafty devices : foil the Lord knoweth a.H 
that may be known, and he beholdeth the signa 
of the world. He declareth the things that are 
past, and for to come, and revealeth the steps of 
bidden^ things. No thought escapeth him, nei- 
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thcr any word is hidden from him. He hath 
garnished the excellent works of his wisdom^ and 
he is from everlasting to everlasting : unto him 
may nothing be added^ neither can he be dimi- 
nishedj and he bath no need of any counseller. 
Oh how desirable are all his works ! and that a 
man may sec even to a spark. All these* things 
live and remain for ever for all mes, and they 
are all obedient. All things are double one 
against another : and he hath made nothing im- 
perfect. One thing estabiisheth the good of an- 
other : and who shall be filled with beholding 
his glory ? The pride of the height, the clear 
firmament, the beauty of heaven, with his glo- 
mus shew ; the sun when it appeareth, declar- 
ing at his rising a marvellous instrument, the 
work of the Most High : at noon it parcheth the 
country, and who can abide the burning heat 
thereof? A man blowing a furnace is in works 
of heat, but the sun burneth the mountains three 
times more; breathing out fiery vapours, and 
sending forth bright beams, it dimmeth the 
eyes. Great is the Lord that made it ; and at 
his commandment it runneth hastily. He made 
the moon also to serve in her season for a declara- 
tion of times, and a sign of the world. From 
the' moon is the sign of feasts, a light that de* 
ereaseth in her perfection. The mostfa is called 
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after her name^ increaseth wonderfally in her 
changing^ being an instrument of the armies 
above, shining in the firmament of heaven ; the 
beauty of heaven, the glory of the stars^ an or- 
nainent giving light in the highest places of the 
Lord. Aithe commandment of the holy One 
they v^ill stand in their order, and never faint in 
their watches. Look upon the rainbow, and 
praise him that made it ; very beaatiful it is in 
the brightness thereof. It compasseth the hea- 
ven about with a glorious circle, and the hands 
of the most high have bended it. By his com- 
mandment he maketh the snow to fall apace^ and ^ 
sendeth swiftly the lightnings of his judgment. 
Through this the treasures are opened : and 
clouds fly forth as fowls. By his great power he 
maketh the clouds firpn^ and the hailstones are 
broken small. At his sight the mountains are 
shaken, and at his will the south wind bloweth. 
The noise of the thunder niaketh the earth to 
tremble : so doth the northern storm and the 
whirlwinds: as birds flying he scattereth the 
snow, anJ the falling down thereof is as the 
lighting of grasshoppers: the eye marvelleth at 
the beauty of the whiteness thereof, and t)ie 
heart is astonished at the raining of it. The 
hoarfrost also as salt he poureth on the earth, and 
being congealed, it lieth on the top of sharp 
c2 
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Stakes. When the cold north wind bloweth^ and 
the water is congealed into ice, it abideth upon 
every gathering together of water, and clotheth 
the water as with a breast plate. It devoureth 
the mountains, and bo met h the wilderness, and 
consumeth the grass as fire. A present remedy 
of all is a m»st coming speedily : a dew coming 
after heat refresh eth. By his counsel he ap- 
peaseth the deep, and planteth islands therein. 
They that sail on the sea tell of the- danger 
thereof; and when w^e hf^ftr it with our oars, we 
marvel thereat. For therein he strange and 
wondrous works, variety of all kinds of beasts 
and whales created. By him the end of them 
hath prospeiois success, and by his word all 
things consist. We may speak much, and yet 
come short : wherefore in sum, he is all. How 
shall we be able to magnify him ? for he is great 
above all his works. The Lord is terrible arid 
very great, and marvellous in his power. When 
ye glorify the Lord, exalt him as much as ye 
can ; for even yet will he far exceed ; atid when 
ye exalt him, put forth all your strength, and be 
not weary ; for ye can never go far enough. 
Who hath seen him, that he might tell us ? and 
who can magnify him as he is ? There are yet 
hid greater things than- these be, for we have 
seen but a few of his works. For the Lord hath 
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made ail things ; and to the godly hath he given 
wisdom. Now therefore bleu ye the God of all^ 
which OAly doeth wondrous thi&gi erery where,, 
which exalteth our day* from the womb, and 
dealeth with as according to his mercy. 



F^rom the sMmi, ch. S^. 

, Sing a aong of praise, bless the Lord ia all his 
works. Magnify his name, and shew forth Mb 
praise with the song of yoor lips,and with harp^ 
and io praUiag him ye shall .say a<fter this man* 
Ber : AH the works of the Lord are cfltceeding 
good, and whatsoever he tomttiandeth shall be 
accomplished in dae season. And none may say. 
What is this ? wherefore is that ; for at time 
convenient they shall all be sought out : at his 
commandment the waters stood as an heap, and 
at the words of his mouth the receptacles of 
waters. At his commandment is done whatso* 
«ver pleaseth him j and none caa hinder, wheii 
he will «ave. The works of all flesh are before 
hiii^ aad aothin^ caa be hid £rom his eyes^ He 
seeth fma ererlasting to everlasting ; and ther« 
ii nothiog wonder&U befiure him. A man aeed 
BotlOf8ay» WiMtisthis? where&r« ia that ? Ihr 
c3 
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he hath made all things for their uses. His 
blessing covered the dry land as a river^ and 
watered it as'a flood. As he hath turned the 
waters into saltness : so shall the heathen inherit 
his wrath. As his ways are plain unto the holy, 
so are they stumbling blojcks unto the wicked. 
For the good are good things created from the 
beginning : so evil things for sinners. All things 
are for good to the godly : so to the sinners they 
are turned into evil. All the works of the Lord 
are good : and he will give every needful thing 
in due season. Sa that a man cannot say. This 
is worse than that : for in time they shall all be 
well approved. And therefore praise ye the 
Lord with the whole heart and mouth, and bless 
the name of the Xord. 



From Tobit, ch. 3. 

O Lord, thou art just, and all thy works and 
all thy ways are mercy and truth, and thou 
judgest truly and justly for ever. Remember 
me, and look on me, punish me not for my sins 
and ignorances, and the sins of my fathers, who 
have sinned before thee. And now, O Lord, I 
set mine eyes and my face towards thee* Now 
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therefore deal with me as seemeth best unto thee, 
and command my spirit to be taken from me; 
that I may be dissolved, and become earth ; for 
it is profitable for me to die rather than to live 
because I have heard false reproaches, and have 
much sorrow. Command therefore that I now 
be delivered out of this distress, and go into the 
everlasting place. Turn not thy face away from 
me. 



From the same, ch. 3. 8. 

Blessed art thou^ O Lord my God, and thine 
holy and glorious name is blessed and honourable 
for ever : let all thy works praise thee for ever. 
Blessed art thou,' O God of our fathers, and 
blessed is thy holy and glorious name for ever ; 
let the heavens bless thee, and all thy creatures. 
O God, thou art worthy to be praised with ali 
pure and holy praise ; therefore let thy saints 
praise thee with all thy creatures ; and let all 
thine angels and thine elect praise thee for ever. 



The Thanksgiving of Tobit, Tobit, 13. 

Blessed be God that Hveth for ever, and bless- 
€di be his kingdom. For he doth scourge; anc^ 
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hath mercy: he leadeth down to hell, and Com- 
eth up 'again : neither is there any that can avoid 
his hand. Confess him before the Gentiles^ ye 
children of Israel : for he hath scattered ns 
among them. There declare his greatness, and 
extol him before all the living : for he is our 
Lord, and he is the God our Father for ever. 
And he %viil scourge us for our iniquities, and 
"will have mercy again, and will gather us out of 
all nations, among whem ke hath scattered us. 
If ye turn to him with your whole heart, and 
with your whole mind, and deal uprightly be- 
fore him, then will he turn unto you, and will 
not hide his face from you. Therefore see what 
he will do with you, and confess him with your 
whole mouth, and praise the Lord «f might, and 
extol the everlasting King. In the land of my 
captivity do I praise him, and declare his might 
and majesty to a sinful nation. O ye sinoters^ 
turn and do justice before him : who can tell ii 
ke will accept you, and have mei^y on you ? I 
will extol my God, aod my soul shall praise th» 
King of heaven, and shall rejoice in his great- 
ness. Let all men spealc, and let all men praise 
him for his righteousness. O Jerusalem, the 
holy city, he will scourge tbee for thy children's 
works, and wall have aaercy dgainon the sons of 
the ri^hteoos. Give praa«e to tkt Lord^ fee lie 
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is good : aad praise the everlasting King, that his 
tabernacles may be builded in thee again with 
joy, and let him make joyful there in thee those 
that are captives, and love in thee for ever those 
that are miserable. Many nations shall come 
from far to the name of the Lord God with gifts 
in their hands, even gifts to the King ol heaven ; 
all generations shall' praise thee wirh great joy. 
Cursed are all they which hate thee, and "blessed 
shall all be which love thee for ever. Rejoice 
and be glad for the children of the just : for they 
shall be gathered together, and shall bless the 
Lord of the just, O blessed are they which love 
thee, for they shall rejoice in thy peace : blessed 
are they which have been sorrowful for all thy 
scourges ; for they shall rejoice for thee, when 
they have suen all thy ^lory, and shall be glad 
for ever. Let my soul bifss God the great King. 
For Jerusalem shall be built up with sapphires> 
and emeralds, and precious stones: thy walls 
and towers and battlements, with pure gold. 
And the streets of Jerusalem shall be paved with 
beryl and carbuncle, and stones of Ophir. And 
all her streets shall say. Alleluia; and they shall 
praise him, saying. Blessed be God, which hath 
extolled it for ever. 
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The Seng qf Moses, Exodus, 15. 

I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath tri* 
umphed gloriously : the horse and his rider hath 
he thrown into the sea. TheLord ismystren^h 
and song, and he is become my salvation : he is 
my God, and I will prepare him an habitation ; 
my iather^s Gk)d, and I will exalt him. The 
Lord is a man of war : the Lord is his name. 
Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast into 
the sea : his chosen captains also are drowned ia 
the Red sea. The depths have covered them : 
they sank into the bottom as a stone. Thy right 
hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power : thy 
right hand, O Lord, hath dashed in pieces the 
enemy. And in the greatness of thine excel* 
lency thou hast overthrown them that rose up 
against thee: thou sentest forth thy wrath, 
which consumed them as stubble. And with the 
blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered to- 
gether, the floods stood upright as an heap, and 
the depths were cobgealed in the heart of the 
seaw The enemy said, I will pursue, I will over- 
take, I will divide the spoil ; my lust shall be sa- 
tisfied upon them ; I will draw my sword, my 
hand shall destroy them. Thou didst blow with 
thy wind, the sea covered them : they sank as 
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lead in the mighty waters. Who is like unto 
thee, O Lordj among the gods ? who is like thee, 
glorious in holiness? fearful in praises^ doing 
wonders ? Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, 
the eartfar swallowed them. Thou in thy mercy 
hast led forth the people which thou hast re- 
deemed : than hast guided them in thy strength 
unto thy holy habitation. The people shall hear, 
and be afraid : sorrow shall take hold on the in- 
habitants of Palestina. Then the dukes of Edom 
shall be amazed; the mighty men of Moab, 
trembling shall take hold upon them ; all the in-> 
habitants of Canaan shall melt away. Fear and 
dread shall fall upon them; by the greatness of 
thine arm they shall be as still as a stone : till thy 
people pass over, O Lord, till the people pass 
oyer, which thou hast purchased. Thou sfaalt 
bring th^m in, and plant them in the mountain of 
^thine inheritance, in the place» O Lord, which 
thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the sanctu- 
ary, O Lord, which thy hands have established. 
TheXord shall reign for ever and ever. For the 
horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and 
with his horsemen into the sea^ and the Lord 
brought again the waters of the sea upon them ; 
but the children of Israel went on dry land in the 
midst of the sea. 

VOL. I. *c 6 
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Selected from Deuteronomy, S2, 33. 

Give ear^ O ye heavens, and I will speaks 
and hear, O earth, the words of mymoilth. My 
doctrine shall drop as the iain> my speech shall 
distil as the dew; as the small rain upon the 
tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass : 
because I will publish the name of the Lord^ 
ascribe ye greatness unto our God. He is the 
rock, his work is perfect: for aR his ways are 
judgment : a God of truth, and:without iniquit3r, 
just and right is he. They have corrupted them^ 
selves ; their spot is not the spot of his children: 
they are a perverse and crooked generation. 
Bo ye thus requite the Lord, O foolish people 
and unwise? is not he thy fatlier that hath 
bought thee ? hath he not made thee, and esta- 
blished thee ?. Remember the. days of ok), con- 
sider the years of many generations : ask thy &- 
ther, and he will shew thee; thy elders, and 
they will tell thee; when the Most High divided 
to the nations their inheritance, when he sepa- 
rated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the 
people according to the number of the children 
of Israel. For the Lord's portion is his people; 
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. He found 
him in a desart land, and in the waste howling 
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^^ilderness : he led him about^ he instructed 
faim^ he kept him as the apple of his eye. As 
an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her 
young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh th^m, 
beaireth them on her wings; so the Lord alone 
did lead him, and there was no strange god with 
him. He made him ride on the high places of 
the earth, that he might eat- the increase of the 
fields, and he made him to suck honey odt of the* 
rock, and oil oat of the flinty rock. Ther^ i* 
none like unto the God of Jeshurun, who ridetli 
upon the heaven in thy help, ^nd in his esEceU 
lency on the sky. The eternal God is thjr re* 
fttge, and underneath are the everlasting arms ; 
and he shall thrust out the enemy from before 
thee, and shall say. Destroy them. Israel then 
shall dwell in safety alone: the fountain of Ja* 
cob shall be upon a land of com and wine ; also 
his heavens shall drop down dew. Happy art 
ihou, 6 Israel : who is like unto thee, O people 
saved by the Lord, the shield of thy help, and 
who is the sword of thy excellency ! and thine 
enemies shall he found liars unto th^, and thou 
shalt tread upon their high places. 
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The Seng of Hamtah, 1 Samuel, 2. 

My heart rejoiceth in the Lord ; mine horn. is 
exalted in the Lord ; my mouth is enlarged over 
mine enemies : because I rejoice in thy salvation. 
There is none holy as the Lord : for there is 
Bone beside thee ; neither is there any rock lik& 
our God. Talk no more so exceeding proudly ; 
let not arrogancy come out of your mouth : for 
the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him 
actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty 
men are broken, and they that stumbled are 
girded with strength. They that were full have 
hJred out them for bread ; and they that were 
hungry ceased : so that the barren hath born 
seven; and she that hath many children is 
waxed feeble. The Lord killeth and maketh 
alive : he bringeth down to the grave and 
bringeth up. The Lord maketh poor and 
maketh rich : he bringeth low, and hfteth 
up. He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, 
and lifteth up the beggar from the dung- 
kill, to set them among princes, and to make 
them inherit the throne of glory : for the pillars 
of the earth are the Lord% and he hath set the 
world upon them. He will keep the feet of his 
Splints, and the wicked shall be silent in darkness; 
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for. by strength shall no man prevail. The ad- 
versaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieced; 
out of heaven shall he thunder upon them : the 
Liord shall judge the ends of the earth ; and he 
shall give strength unto his King, and exalt the 
horn of his Anointed. 



The Thanksgiving Prayer qf David, after having 
received the gifts which were offered for building the 
Temj:le, 1 Chron. 29. 

Blessed be thou. Lord God of Israel our father, 
for ever and ever. Thine, O Lord, is the great- 
ness, and the power, and the glory, and the vic- 
tory, and the majesty r for all that is in the hea- 
ven and in the earth is thine ; thine is the king- 
dom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above 
all. Both riches and honour conoe of thee, and 
thou reignest over all ; and in thine hand is 
power and might ; and in thine hand it is to 
make great, and to give strength unto all. Now 
therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise 
thy glorious name. But who am I, and what is 
my people, that we should be able to offer so 
willingly after this sort ? for all things come of 
tbce, and of thine own have we given thee. For 
D 2 
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we arc strangers before thee, aad sojourners, afi 
were all onr fathers : our days on the earth are 
as a shadow, and there is none abiding. O Lord 
our God, aU this store that we have prepared to 
huiJd tbee an house for thine holy name com^^th 
of thine band, and is all thine own. I know 
also, my God, that thou triest the heart, and hast 
pleasure in uprightness. As for me^ in the up- 
rightness of my heart I have willingly off'ered all 
these things : and now have I seen with joy thy 
people, which are present here, to ofter wil- 
lingly unto thee. O Lord God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and of Israel^ our fathers, keep this for 
ever in the imagination of the thoughts of the 
heart of thy people, and prepare their heart 
tinte thee. And give unto Solomon my soa 
a perfect heart, to keep thy commandments^ 
thy testimonies, and thy statutes, and to do all 
these things, and to build. the pakicej for the 
wUch I have made provision. 
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The Thanksgiving Prayer of David, f\fter Na* 
than had prophecied to him concerning the establish^ 
ment of his throne, and the glories to be derived to 
his posterity from the birth of the Messias who should 
spring from his seed, 1 Cbron. 17, and 2 Sa- 
muel^ 7» 

Who am I, O Lord God, and what is mine 
house, that thou hast brought me hitherto ? And 
yet this was a small thing in thine eyes, O God ; 
lor thou hast also spoken of thy servant'sF house 
for a great while to come, and hast regarded me 
according to the estate of a man of high degree, 
O Lord God. What can David speak more to 
thee for the honour of thy servant ? for thou 
knowest thy servant. O Lord, for thy servant's 
sake, and according to thine own heart, hast 
thou done all this greatness, in making known 
all these great things. O Lord, there is none 
like thee, neither is there any God besides thee,, 
according to all that we have heard with our ears. 
And what one nation in the earth is like thy 
people Israel, whom God went to redeem to be 
his own pe(^le, to make thee a. name of great- 
ness and terribleness, by driving out nations from 
before thy people, whom thou hast redeemed 
oat of Egypt ? For thy people Israel didst thou 
dS 
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make thine own people for ever; and thou^Lord, 
becamest their God. Therefore now. Lord, let 
the thing that thou hast spoken concerning thy 
servant, and concerning his house, be establish- 
ed for ever, and do as thou hast sud. Let it 
even be established, that thy name may be mag- 
nified for ever, saying, the Lord of hosts is the 
God of Israel, even aGod to Israel : and let the 
-house of David thy servant be established before 
thee. For thou, O my God, hast toki thy ser- 
Tant, that thou wilt build him an house : tbere- 
tore thy servant hath found in his heart to psay 
before thee. And now. Lord, thou art God, vad 
hast promised this goodaess unto thy servant. 
Therefore now let it please thee to bless the ho«se 
«f thy servant, that it may continue "forever be- 
fore thee : for thou, O Lord God, hast spoken it, 
«nd with thy blessing let the hovse of thy ser- 
vant be blessed for ever. 



T%e Prtytr (f SdHonum, at the dcdkatim qf the 
Temple, I Kings, 8. and 2 Chron. 6. 

Lord God -of Israel, there is no Ged like th^e, 
in 'heaven above, or on earth beneath, who keep- 
est covenant and mercy wilh thy servants that 
w«dk 'before thee with all their heart: who haast 



PRATERS, &C. 31 

Icept «ivith thy servant David my father that thou 
promisedst him : thoa spakest also vi'ith thy 
month, and bast fulfilled it with thine hand, as it 
is day. Therefore now. Lord God of Israel, keep 
'mth thy servant David my father that thou pro- 
-misedst him, saying. There shall not fail thee a 
anan in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel ; 
so that thy children take heed to their way, that 
they walk before me as thou hast walked before 
•me. And now, O God of Israel, let thy word, 
J :pt^y thee, be verified, which thou spakest 
^nto thy servant David my fether. But will God 
indeed dwell on the earth ? Behold, the heaven 
:anti heaven of heavens cannot contain thee ; how 
mach less this house that I have barlded ? Yet 
bave thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, 
-and to his supplication, O Lord my God, to 
hearken unto the cry and to the prayer which 
thy servant prayeth before thee to day : that 
thine eyes may be open toward this house night 
and day, even toward the place of which thoa 
hast said. My name shall be there : that thou 
>mayest hearken unto the prayer which thy ser- 
"V^xst shall make toward this place. And hearken 
thou to the supplication of thy servant, and of 
thy people Israel, when they shall pray toward 
Tthis place : and hear thou in heaven thy dwell- 
ing places and when 4hou hearest, forgive. If 
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any man trespass against his neighbour, and ajsi 
oath be laid upon him to cause him to swear, an^ 
the oath come before thine altar in this house : 
then hear thj^u in heaven, and do, and judge thy 
servants, condemning the wicked, to bring his 
way upon his head ; and justifying the right- 
eous, to give him according to his righteousness. 
AVhen thy people Israel be smitten down before 
the enemy, bacause they have sinned against 
thee^ and shall turn again to thee, and confess 
thy name, and pray, and make supplication 
unto thee in this house : then hear thou in hea- 
ven, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel, and 
bring them again unto the land which thou gavest 
unto their fathers. When heaven is shut up, and 
there is no rain, because they have sinned agaiast 
thee ; if they pray toward this place, and con- 
fess thy name, and turn from their sin when 
thou a/Hictest them : then hear thou in heaveu,. 
and forgive the sin of thy servant, and of thy 
people Israel, that thou teach them the good way 
wherein they should walk, and give rain upon 
thy land which thou hast given to thy people for 
an inheritance. If there be in the land famine, 
if there be pestilence, blasting, mildew, locust, 
or if there be caterpiller; if their enemy besiege 
them in the land of their cities, whatsoever 
plague, whatsoever sickness there be; what 
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prayer and supplication soever be made by any 
naan^ or by all thy people Israel^ which shall 
know every man the plague of his own heart, and 
spread forth his hands towards this house : then 
hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and for- 
give, and do, and give to every man according 
to his ways, whose heart thou knowest ; (fur 
thou, even thou only, knowest the hearts of all 
the children of men ;) that they may fear thee all 
the days th^t they live in the land which thou 
gavest unto our fathers. Moreover concerning a 
stranger that is not of thy people Israel, but 
Cometh out of a far country for thy name's sake ; 
(for they shall hear of thy great name, and of thy 
strong hand, and of thy stretched out arm;) 
when he shall come and pray toward this house : 
hear thou iu heaven thy dwelling place, and d^ 
according to all that the stranger calleth to thee 
for; that all people of the earth may know thy 
same, to fear thee, as do thy people Israel ; and 
that they may know that this house, which I 
have builded, is called by thy name. If thy 
people go out to battle against their enemy whi^ 
thersoever thou shalt send them, and shalt pray 
unto the Lord toward the city which thou hast 
chosen, and toward the house that I have hnik 
for thy name: then hear thou in heaven their 
prayerand their suppUcation^ and maintaia th«ir 
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cause. If 111 ey sin against thee^ (for there is no 
man that sinneth not,) and thou be angry with 
them, and deliver them to the enemy, so that 
they carry them away captives unto the land of 
the enemy, far or near ; yet if they shall be- 
think theniselves in the land whither they were 
carried captives, and repent, and make supplica- 
tion unto thee in the land of them that carried 
them captives, saying, AVe have sinned, and 
have done perversely, we have committed wick- 
edness : and so return unto thee with all their 
heart, and with all their soul, in the land of their 
enemies which led them away captive, and pray 
unto thee toward their land which thou gavest 
unto their fathers, the city which thou hast 
chosen, and the house which I have built for thy 
name : then hear thou their prayer and their 
6upplic£(tion in heaven thy dwelling place, and 
maintain their cause, and forgive thy people that 
have sinned against thee, and all their trans- 
gressions wherein they have transgressed against 
thee, and give them compassion before them 
who carried them captive, that they may have 
compasston on them. Now, my God, let, I be- 
seech thee, thine eyes be open, and let thine 
ears be attent unto the prayer that is made in 
this place. Now therefore, arise, O Lord God, 
into thy resting place, thou, and the ark of thy 
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strength : let thy priests, O Lord God, be 
clothed with salvation, and let thy saints rejoice 
in goodness. O Lord God, turn not away the 
face of thine anointed : remember the mercies of 
David thy servant. 



Solomon's Blessing, after the dedication of the Te?n^ 
pie, 1 Kings, 8. 

Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto 
his people Israel, according to all that he pro- 
mised : there hath not failed one word of all his 
good promise, which he promised by the hand 
of Moses his servant. The Lord our God be 
with us, as he was with our fathers : let him not 
leave us, nor forsake us: that he may incline our 
hearts unto him^ to walk in all his ways, and to 
keep his commandments, and his statutes, and 
his judgments, which he commanded our fathers. 
And let these my words, wherewith I have made 
supplication before the Lord, be nigh unto the 
Lord our God day and night, that he maintain 
the cause of his servant, and the cause of his 
people Israel at all times, as the matter shall re- 
quire ; that all the people of the earth may know ^ 
that the Lord is God, and that there is none else. 
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Let your heart, therefore, be perfect with the 
Lord our God, to walk in his statutes, and te 
keep his commaDdineDts, as at this day. 



The Frayer of Mordocheus, Esther, 13. (Apo- 
crypha.) 

O Lord, Lord, the King Almighty : the whole 
world is in thy power, and if thou hast appoint- 
ed to save Israel, there is no man can gainsay 
thee : for thou hast made heaven and earth, and 
all the wondrous things under the heaven. Thou 
art Lord of all things, and there is no man that 
can resist thee, which art the Lord. Thou 
knowest all things, and thou knowest. Lord, that 
it was neither in contempt nor pride, nor for 
any desire of glory, that I did not bow down to 
proud Aman. For I could have been content 
with good will for the salvation of Israel to kiss 
the soles of his feet. But I did this, that I might 
not prefer the glory of man above the glory of 
God; neither will I worship any but thee, O 
God, neither will I do it in pride. 'And now, O 
Lord God and King, spare thy people : for their 
eyes are upon us to bring us to .nought ; yea^ 
they desire to destroy the inheritance, that hath 
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been thine from the beginning. Despne not the 
pcNrtion» which thou hast delivered out of Egypt 
for thine own self. Hear my prayer^ and bd 
merciful onto thine inheritance : torn outr aorrow 
into joy> that we may live^ O Lord, aond praise 
diy name : and destroy Bot the menths of them 
that praise thee» O Lord« 



SeUctedfrom 2 Esdras, ch. 8. 

O Lord, then that dwellest iu everlastingness, 
VFhich beh6ldest from above things in the heaven 
«fid in the air; whose throne is inesttmabie; 
whose glory may not be comprehended ; before 
whom the hosts of angels staadwkh trembling; 
whose service is conversant in wind and lire ; 
whose word is true^ and sayings constant ; whose 
commandment is strong, and ordinance fearful ; 
whose look drieth up the depths^ and indigna* 
tion maketh the mountains to melt away ; which 
the truth witnesseth : O hear the prayers of thy 
servant, and give ear to the petition of thy crea« 
ture. For while 1 live I vrill speak, and so ion^ 
z& I have understanding I will answer. O lo<^ 
not upon the sins of thy people ; but on them 
which serve thee in truth. ILegard not the 
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wicked inventions of the lieathen, but the desire 
ofthose that keep thy testimonies in afflictions. 
Think not upon those that have walked feigned- 
ly before thee : but remember them^ which ac- 
cording to thy will have known thy fear. Be 
not wroth with us, but spare thy people, and 
have mercy upon thine own inheritance : for 
ihou art merciful unto thy creature. 



7^ Prayer qfEzra, Ezra, 9. 

O my God ! I am ashamed ahd blush to lift up 
my face to thee, my God : for our iniquities are 
increased over our head, and our trespass is 
grown up unto the heavens. Since the days of 
our fathers have we been in a great trespass unt6 
this day ; and for our iniquities have we, our 
kings, and our priests, been delivered into the 
hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, . to 
captivity, and to a spoil, and to confusion of 
face, as it is this day. And now for a little 
space grace hath been shewed from the Lord our 
God, to leave us a remnant to escape, and to give 
tts a nail in his holy ' place, that our God may 
lighten our eyes, and give us a little reviving in 
oiW[ bondage* For we were bondmen i yet our 
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God bath not forsaken lis in our bondage, but 
hath extended mercy unto us in the sight of the 
kings of Persia, to give us a reviving, to set up 
the house of our God, and to repair the desola;- 
tions thereof, and to give us a wall in Judah and 
in Jerusalem. And now, O our God, what shall 
we say after this? for we have forsaken thy 
eooixnandments, which thou hast commanded by 
thy seryai^ts the prophets, saying. The land, 
unto which ye go to possess it, is an unclean land 
with the filthiness of the people of the lands, 
with their abominations, which have filled it 
from one end to another with their unclean ness. 
Now therefore give not your daughters unto their 
sons, neither take their daughters unto your 
sons, nor seek their peace or their' wealth for 
ever : th^t ye may be strong, and eat the good 
of the land, and leave it for an inheritance to 
your children for ever. And after all that is 
come upon us for our evil deeds, and for our 
great trespass, seeing that thou our God hast pu- 
pished us less than our iniquities deserve, and 
hast given us such deliverance as this : should we 
again i)reak thy commandments, and join in af- 
finity with the people of these abominations.? 
wouldest not thou be angry with us till thou hadst 
consumed us, so that there should be no rem- 
Aant nor escaping ? O Lord God of Isrs^el, thou 
»2 



40 SACRED HOUUSy &C. 

art righteous : for wc remain yet escaped^ as it 
is this day : behold, we are before thee in our 
trespasses : for we cannot stand before thee be- 
cause of this. 



TT^e Prayer qf Nehemiahf Nefaemiah^ 1« 

1 beseech thee, O Lord God of heaven, the 
great and terrible God, thtkt keepeth covenant 
and mercy for them that love him and observe his 
commandments: let thine ear now be attentive, 
mud thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the 
prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee 
now, day and night, for the children of Israel 
thy servants, and confess the sins of the children 
of Israel^ which we have sinned against thee: 
both latad my Other's house have sinned. We 
have ilealt very corruptly against thee, and have 
not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, 
nor the judgments, which thou commandedst 
thy servant Moses. Remember, I beseech thee, 
the word that thou commandedst thy servant 
Moses, saying. If ye transgress, I will scatter 
you abroad among the nations : but if ye turn 
unto me, and keep my commandments, and do 
them ; though there were of you cast out nuto 
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the uttermost part of the heaven^ yet wiil I ga- 
ther them from thence, and bring them unto the 
place that I have chosen to set my name there, 
lofow these are thy servants and thy peoplcj, 
whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power, 
and by thy strong hand* O Lord, I beseech 
thee, let now thUie ear be attentive to the prayer 
of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy^servants, 
vrho desire to fear thy name ; and prosper, I pray 
thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy* 



The Coftfessim of the LevUes, Nehemiah, 9. 

Stand up and bless the Lord your God for ever 
and ever: and blessed be thy glorious name, 
which is exalted above all blessing and praise. 
Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; thou hast 
made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all 
their hosts, the earth, and all things that are 
therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and 
thou preservest them all ; and the host of heaven 
worshippeth thee. Thou art the Lord the God, 
who didst choose Abram, and broughtest him - 
forth out of Ur of the Chaldees> and gavest hin* 
the name of Abraham ; and fouiidcst hi^ heart 
E 3 
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faithful before thee^ and madest a covenant with 
him, to give the land of the Canaanites, the Hit- 
tites, the Amorite^, and the Periszites^ and the 
Jebusitea, and the Girgashites, to give it, I say, 
to his seed, and hast performed. thy word ;. for 
thou art righteous :. and didst see the affliction of 
ourfhthers in Egypt, and heardest their cry by 
the Red sea; and shewedst signs and wonders 
upon Pharaoh, and on all his servants, and on afl 
the people of his land : for thou knewe^t. 4;hat 
they dealt proudly against them. So didst thou 
get me a name, as it is this day. And thou didst 
divide the sea before them, so that they went 
through the midst of the sea on the dry land ; 
and their persecutors thou threwest into the 
deeps, as a stone into the mighty waters. More- 
over thou leddest them in the day by a cloudy 
pillar, and in the night by a pillar of fire, to give 
them light in the way wherein they should go. 
Thou earnest down also apon mount Sinai, and 
spakest with them from heaven, and gavest them 
right judgments and true laws, good statutes and 
commandments r and madest known unto them 
thy holy sabbath, and commandedst them pre- 
cepts, statutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses 
thy servant : and gavest them bread from heaven 
for their hunger, and broughtest forth water for 
them out of the rock for their thirst, and pro- 
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nisedsC them that they should go in to possess the 
land'^hi^h thon hast sworn to give them. But 
thc^y and our fathers dealt proudly^ and harden- 
ed their necks^ and hearkened not to thy com- 
mandments, and refused to obey, neither were 
mindful of thy wonders that thou didst among 
them ; but hardened their necks, and in their re- 
•^bellion appointed a captain to return to their 
bondage : but thou art a God ready to pardon, 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and forsookest them not. Yea, when 
they had made them a molten calf, and said. 
This is thy God that brought thee, up out of 
Egypt, and had wrought great provocations ; yet 
thou, in thy manifold mercies, forsookest them 
not in the wilderness : the pillar of the cloud de« 
parted not from them by day, to lead them in 
the way; neither the pillar of fire by night, to 
•hew them light, and the way wherein they 
should go. Thou gavest also thy good Spirit to 
instruct them, and withheldest not thy manna 
from their mouth, and gavest them water for 
their thirst. Yea, forty years didst thou sustain 
them in the wilderness, so that they lacked no- 
thing: their clothes waxed not old, and their 
feet swelled not. Moreover thou gavest them 
kingdoms and nations, and didst divfde them 
into corhen : so they possessed the land of Sihon, 
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and the land of the king of Heshbon, and th« 
land of Og king of Baslian. Their children also 
multipliedst thou as the stars of heaven, and 
broughtest them into the land, concerning which 
thou hadst promised to their fathers, that they 
should go into possess it. So the children went 
in and possessed the land, and thou subduedst 
before them the inhabitants of the land, the Ca- 
naanites, and gavest them into their hands, with 
their kings, and the people of the land, that 
they might do with them as they would. And 
they took strong cities, and a fat land, and pos- 
sessed houses full of all goods, wells digged, vine- 
yards, and oliveyards, and fruit trees in abun- 
daiice : so they did eat, and wete filled, and be- 
came fat, and delighted. themselves in thy great 
goodness. Nevertheless they were disobedient, 
and rebelled against thee, and cast thy law be- 
hind their backs, and slew thy prophets, which 
testified against them to turn them to thee, and 
they wrought great provocations. Therefore 
thou deliveredst them into the hand of their ene- 
mies, who vexed them : and in the time of their 
trouble, when they cried unto thee, thou heardest 
them from heaven; and according to thy mani- 
fold mercies thou gavest' them saviours, who 
saved them out of the hand of their enemies. But 
afler they had rest, they did evil again before 
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thee : therefore leftest thou them in the hand of 
their enemies, so that they had the dominion 
over them; yet when they returned, and cried 
unto thee/ thou heardest them from heaven, and 
many times didst thou deliver them, according 
to thy mercies; and test ifiedst against them that 
thou mi gh test bring them again unto thy law; 
' yet they dealt proudly, and hearkened not unto 
thy commandments, but sinned against thy judg- 
ments, (which if a man do, he shall live in them,) 
and withdrew the shoulder, and hardened their 
neck, and would not hear : yet many years didst 
tbou forbear them, and testifiedst against them by 
■ thy Spirit in thy prophets; yet would they not 
give ear : therefore gavest thou them into the 
hand of the people of the lands. Nevertheless, 
for thy great mercies sake thou didst not utterly 
consume them, nor forsake them ; for thou art a 
gracious and merciful God. Now therefore, our 
God, the great, the mighty, and the terrible 
God, who keepest covenant and niercy^ let not 
all the trouble seem little before thee that hath 
come upon us, on our kings, on our princes, and 
on our priests, and on our prophets, and on our 
fathers, and on all thy people, since the time of 
the kings of Assyria unto this day. Howbeit 
thou art just in all that is brought upon us ; for 
ttiou hast done right, foot we have done wicked- 
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ly : neither have our king^, our princes, our 
priests, nor our fathers, kept thy law, nor 
hearkened unto thy commandments, and thy 
testimonies, wherewith thou ilidst testify against 
them. For they have not served thee in their 
kingdom, and in thy great goodness that thou 
gavest them, and in the large and fat land which 
thou gavest before them, neither turned they 
from their wicked works. Behold we are ser- 
vants this day ; and for the land that thou gavest 
unto our fathers, to eat the fruit thereof, and 
the good thereof, behdld, we are servants in it. 
And it yieldeth much increase unto the kings 
which thou hast set over us because of our sins : 
also they have dominion over our bodies, and 
over our cattle, at their pleasure, and we are ia, 
great distress. 



DanieVs Coi\fes8ion of Sin, and Prayer for the re* 
storation of Jerusalem, Daniel, 9. 

O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping 
the covenant and mercy to them that love him, 
and to them that keep his commandments; we 
have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and 
have d6ue wickedly, and have rebelled, even by 
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departing from thy precepts, and from thy judg- 
ments : neither have we hearkened unto thy ser- 
vants the prophets, which spake in thy name to 
our kings, our princes, and our lathers, and to 
all the people of the land. O Lord, righteous- 
ness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion 
effaces, as at this day ; to the men of Judah, 
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem^ and unto all 
Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through 
all the countries whither thou hast driven them, 
because of their trespass that they' have tres- 
passed against thee. O Lord, to us belongeth 
confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes^ 
and to our fathers, because we have sinned 
against thee. To the Lord our God belong mer- 
cies and forgivenesses^ though we have rebelled 
against him; neither have we obeyed the voice 
of the Lord our God, to walk in his laws, which 
he set before us by his servants the prophets. 
Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even 
by departing, that they might not obey thy 
voice ; therefore the curse is poured upon us, 
and the oath that is written in the law of Moses 
the servant of God, because we have sinned 
against him. And he hath confirmed his 
words, v^hicb he spake against us, and against 
our judges tlhat judged us, by bringing updn us 
a great evil : for under the whole heaven hat^ 
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not been done as hath been done upoo^ Jerusa* 
km. As it is written in the law of Moses, all 
this evil is come upon us : yet made we not ouf 
prayer before the Lord our God, that we might 
turn from our iniquities, and understand thy 
truth. Therefore hath the Lord watched upon 
the evil, and brought it upon us : for the Lord 
our God is righteous in all his works which he 
doeth : for we obeyed not his voice. And now, O 
Lord our God, that hast brought thy people 
forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty 
hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this 
day ; we have sinned, we hate done wickedly* 
O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I be- 
seech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be 
turned away from thy city Jerusalem> thy holy 
mountain : because for onr sin:s, and for the ini- 
quities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people 
are become a reproach to all that are aboat us. 
Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of 
thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy 
Face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, 
for the Lord's sake. O my God, incline thine 
car^ and hear ; open thine eyes, and behold oxtx 
dei^olations, and the city which is called by thy 
name.: for we do not present our supplications 
btifore thee for our rijghteousnesses, but fi>F thy 
i^reat mercies, O Lord,, hear ; O Lord, focgive ; 
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O Lord> hearken, and do : defer not, for thine 
own sake, O my God : for thy city and thy 
people are called by thy name. 



Jonah^s Prayer, Jonah, 2. . 

t cried by reason of miiie aiHiction bnto the 
•Lord^ and he heard me ; out of the belly of hell 
cried I, and thou heardest my voice. For thou 
hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the 
seas ; and the floods compassed me about : all thy 
billows and thy waves passed over me. Then I 
said, I am cast out of thy sight ; yet I will look 
again toward thy holy temple. The waters com- 
passed me about, even to the soul : the depth 
closed me round about, the Weeds were wrapped 
about my head. I went down to the bottoms of 
the mountains; the earth with her bars was 
about me for ever : yet hast thou brought up my 
life from corruption, O Lord my God. When 
my soul ^nted within me I remembered the 
I^rd : and my prayer came in unto thee, into 
thine holy templCi.^ They that observe lyings 
vanities forsake their own mercy « But I will sa-* 
c^fice unto thee with the voice of thanks^ving ; 
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1 will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation ia 
6ftb9 Lord. 



Selected from Isaiah, cfh 37, 38. 

O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest 
t>etween the chembimft, thou art the God, even 
thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth: 
thou hast made heaven and earth. Incline thine 
ear^ O Lord^ and hear; open « thine eyes, O 
Lord, and see. Remember, O Lord, I beseech 
thee, how I have walked befgre thee in truth and 
with a perfect heart, and have done that which 
is good in thy sight. Now therefore, O' Lord 
our God, save us from the hand that oppi^esses 
us» that all the earth may know that thou art the 
Lord, even thou only. ' 



The Thanksgiving qfHezekiah, on his recoveryfrom 
sickness, Isaiah^ 38. 

1 saidtB the eutting^eff of nay dzfSt I shall go- 
to the gates <^ the graye : I an deprived of the 
rendue of my years* I said, 1 shaH not see the 
Lordi even the Loid, in the Ifuad of the Uving-: I 
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Stiall behold man no more with the inhabitatitsof 
the world. Mine age is departed^ and is l^ 
moved from me as a shepherd's^ tent : I have cut 
ofFlike a weaver my life : he will cut me off with 
pining sickness: from day even to night wilt 
thou make an end of mev I reck<ened'.till morn- 
ing, that, as a lion, so will he break all my 
booett : froin day even to night wilt- thua mkke 
en €nd of me. Like a crane or a swallow, so did 
1 chatter : I did mourn as a dove : mine eyes hSA 
'With iookiagupward : O Lord, I am oppressed^ 
tindertake for me. What sball I say ? he hatk 
both spoken oDtoine, vnd himself hath dotve ]t>^ 
I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness xX 
my sonl. O Lord, hf th«se things men live^ and 
in all these things is the IMe of my spirit: so wik 
thou recover me, and make me to live. Behold, 
/or peace { had great bitterness : but thou hasi 
in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of 
rorraption : for thou hast cast aH my sins behind 
thy back. For the grave cannot prairie thee» 
death cannot celebrate thee : they that go down 
Into the pit cannot hope for thy troth . 7'he 
lining:, the living, he shall praise thee» as I do 
this day } the father to the children shall make 
known thy troth. The Lord was ready to save 
ane: therefore we will utag my songs to tba 
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Stringed instruments all the days of our life in the 
Kouse of the Lord. 



Selected from Baruch, cB. 2, 3. 

O Lord our God, thou hast dealt with trs after 
all thy goodness, and according to all that great 
mercy of thine. To the Lord our God apper- 
taineth righteousness : but unto us and to our 
fathers open shame^ ias appeareth this day. Yet 
we have not hearkened unto his voice to walk in 
the commandments of the Lord, that he hath set 
before us. Yet have we not prayed before the 
liOrd, that we might turn every one from the 
imaginations of his wicked heart. O Lord out 
God, we have sinned, we have done ungodly, 
"we have dealt unrighteously in all thine ordi* 
nances. Hear our prayers, O Lord, and our 
- petiticAs, and deliver us for thine own sake, and 
ipive us fisivour in the sight of them which have 
led lis away : that all the earth may know that 
thou art the Lord our God, because Israel and his 
posterity is called by tby name. O Lord; look 
down from thine holy house^ and consider usi 
bow down thine ear, O Lord, to hear us. Opea 



thine eyes, and behold ; for the dead that are in 
t^ir graves "whose sottis are taken frdfirl their 
bodies, will give unto the Lord fi^ither praise 
nor righteousness : but the soul that is greatly 
vexed, wMch goeth stooping and feeble, and the 
eyes that iaa\, and the hungry bo%1, will girt th(^ 
plr^is^ ftnd rigiiteousii^esii, Q Lord. Ther^foi^ 
vre do not make t>«f humble supplicatiofi beibiiB 
thee, O Lord oKxr God, for the righi^tisiie^ .ai 
i0iir fathers, ftnd of our kings. Remeteber tsb^ 
the iniquities of our forefathers ; but think upon . 
thy powet and thy natne tidw at this time. ¥6^ 
the«i art the L^d our God> and thee, O Lord, 
wiU we praise. 



Jl^rom the same, ch. J. 

' O Lord Almighty, God of Israel, th« ft^Mkl ih 
•Bguifih, the troubled spirit, crietk unto thee. 
Hear, O Lord> atid have mercy ; fi^r thou art 
anertifill : and have pity upon u^ because We 
. iMve nnned befotre thee. For thoa isttdUt^M ^r 
«Ter, mad we perish utterly. 



rS 
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The Prayer and Cot^cssion qf Azarias, in the midst 
qf the flames, Apocrypha. 

Blessed art thou^ O Lord God of our fathers : 
thy name is worthy to be praised and glorified 
for evermore : for thou art righteous in all the 
things that thou hast jdone to us : yea, true are 
all thy works, thy ways are right, and all thy 
judgments truth. In all the things which thou 
hast brought upon us, and upon the holy city of 
our fathers, even Jerusalem, thou hast executed 
true judgment : for accordiug to truth and judg- 
ment didst thou bring all these things upou us, 
because of our sins. For we have sinned and 
committed iniquity, departing from thee. In all 
things have we trespassed^ and not obeyed thy 
commandments, nor kept them, neither done as 
thou ha^t conunanded us, that it might go well 
with us. Wherefore all that thou hast brought 
upon us, and every thing that thou hast done to 
us, thou hast done in true judgment. . And thou 
didst deliver us into the hands of lawless ene- 
mies, most hateful forsakers of God> and to an 
unjust king, and- the most wicked in all -the 
world. And now we cannot open our mouths,, 
we are become a shame and reproach to thy ser- 
vants, and to them that worship thee. Yet de- 
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liver us not up wholly, for thy name's sake, nei- 
ther disannul thou thy covenant : and cause not 
thy mercy to depart from us, for thy beloved 
Abraham's sake, for thy servant Isaac's sake, and 
for thy holy Israel's sake ; to whom thou hast 
spokeif and promised, that thou wouldest multi- 
ply their seed as the stars of heaven, and as the 
sand that lieth upon the sea-shore. For we, O 
Lord,, are become less than any nation, and are 
kept under this day in all the world because of 
Our sins. Neither is there at this time prince, 
or prophet, or leader, or burnt offering, or sacri- 
fice, or oblation, or incense, or place to sacrifice 
before thee, and to find mercy. "Nevertheless in 
a contrite heart and a humble spirit let us be ac- 
cepted. Like as in the burnt ofiTerings of rams 
and bullocks, and like as in ten thousands of fat 
lambs : so let our sacrifice be in thy sightthis day, 
and grant that they may wholly go after thee : 
for they shall not be confounded that put their 
trust in thee. And now we follow thee with all 
our heart, we fear thee, and seek thy face. Put 
us not to shame : but deal with us afler thy lov- 
ing kindness, and according to the multitude of 
thy mercies. Deliver us also according to thy 
marvellous works, and give glory to thy name, 
O Lord : and let all them that do thy servants 
hurt be ashamed ; and let them 'be confounH 
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in all th^ir po\ver and might, and let their 
strength be broken ; and let them know that tbou 
art Lord, the only God, and glonoua oyer the 
whole world. 



The Sang qf the Three Hofy Children^ Apoorypfas. 

Bleteed art thou, O Lord God of our Withers i 
and to be praised and exalted above all for ever. 
And blessed is thy glorious and holy name ^ and 
to be praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou in the temple of thine holy 
glory : and to be praised and glorified above all 
for ever. Ble^ed art thou that beholdest the 
depths, and sittest upon the cherubims : and to 
be praised and exalted above all for ever. Bless* 
ed art thou on the glorious throne ^f thy king- 
dom : and to be praised and glorifiecl above all 
lor ever. Blessed art thou in the fimMmnent of 
Jieaven : and above all to be praised and glori 
fed for ever. O all ye works of the Lord 
bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt him above 
all for ever. O ye heavens, bless ye the Lord : 
praise and exalt him above all for ever. Q ye 
nngels of tl^e hotd, bless ye the Lord i praise and 
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exalt him above all for ever. O all ye waters 
that be above the heavens, bl^ss ye the Lord : 
praise and exalt him above all ^ for ever. O all 
ye powers of the Lord, bless ye the Lord : praise 
and exalt him abovejall for ever. O ye sun and 
moon, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt him 
above all for ever* O ye stars of heaven, bless 
ye the Lord : praise and exalt hini above all for 
ever. O every shower and dew, bless ye the 
Lord : praise and exalt him abo^e all for even 
O all ye winds, bless ye the Lord :. praise and 
exalt him above all for ever. O ye fire and heat, 
bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt him above 
all for ever. O ye winter and summer, bless ye 
the Lord : praise and exalt him above all for 
ever. O ye dews and storms of snow, bless ye 
the Lord : praise and exalt him above all for 
ever. O ye nights and days, bless ye the Lord J 
praise and exalt him above all for ever. O ye 
light and darkness, bless ye the Lord : praise 
and exalt him above all for ever. O ye ice and 
cold, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt him 
above all for ever. O ye frost and snow, bless 
ye the Lord : praise and exalt him above all for 
ever. O ye lightnings and clouds, bless ye th« 
Lard ; praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
O let the earth bless the Lord : praise and exalt 
bim above all for ever. O ye moautains and 
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iittle hills, bles* ye the Lord : praise and exalt 
him above all for ever. O all ' ye things that 
grow on the earth, bless ye the Lord : praise 
and exalt him above all for ever. O ye fbun« 
tains, bless ye the Lord: praise and exah faini 
febove all for ever. O ye seas and rivers, bles^ 
ye the Lord : praise and exalt him above all fof 
ever. O ye whales, and all that move in the 
Waters, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt him 
«bove all for ever. O all ye fowls of the air, 
h1^ ye the Lord : praise and exalt him above 
«ll for ever* O all ye beasts and cattle, bless ye 
the Lord : praise and exalt him above all for 
ever, O ye children of men, bless ye th^ Lord : 
praise and exah him above all for ever. O Is- 
rael, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt him 
above all for ever. O ye priests of the Lord, 
Wess ye the Lord : praise and e^xalt him above 
mH for ever. O ye servants of the Lord, bless ye 
the Lord : praise and exalt him above all for 
*ver. O ye spirits and souls of the righteous, 
bless ye the Lord : praise and exaH him above 
all for ever. O ye holy and humble men of 
tie£A>t, bless ye the Lord :. praise and exah him 
nbove all for ever. O Ananias, Azarias, and Mi- 
«ael, bkss ye the Lord : praise and exalt him 
above all for ever : for he hath delivered us from 
hdl, and aavt*d as.from the hand of death, and 
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delivered us out of the midst of the fbfnace and 
Ikaraing flame : even out of the midst of the fire 
hath he delivered us. O give thanks onto the 
Liord^ because he is gracious: for his mercy en- 
duretb for ever* O all ye that worship the Lord, . 
bless the God of gods, praise him, and give him 
thanks : for tiis mercy endureth for ever. 



Sehciedft^m Habbakkuk, ch. I. 2. 

O Lord, how long shall I cry, jand thou wilt 
not hear ! even cry out unto thee of violence, and 
Ihou wtlit not save! Why dost ibou shew me ini • 
quity, and cause me to behold grievance ? for 
spoiling and violence are before me: and there 
^e that raise up strife and contention. There- 
fore the law is slacked, and judgement doth never 
go forth : for the wicked doth compass about the 
righteous ; therefore wrong judgement proceed- . 
eth. Art thou not from everlasting, O Lord my 
God, mine holy One ? we shall not die. O 
Lord, thou hast ordained them for judgement ; 
and, O mighty God, thou bast established them 
for correction. Thou art of purer eye9 than to 
behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: 

VOL. I, *f 6 
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The Lord is in his holy temple : let all the earth 
keep silence before him.> For the earth shall be 
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
I:.ordj as the Nvaters cover the sea. 



From the same, ch. 5. - 

O Lord, I have htard thy speech, and wa» 
afraid : O Lord, revive thy work in the midst 
'of the years, in the midst of the years make 
known ; in wrath remember raercy^. God came 
from Teman, and the holy One from mount Pa- 
ran. His glory covered the heavens, and the 
earth was full of his praise. And his brightness 
was as the light. Before him went the pestilence, 
and burning coals went forth at his feet. He 
stood, and measured the earth : he beheld, and 
drove asunder the nations; and the evierlasting 
mountains were scattered, the perpetual hill.s did 
bow: his ways are everlasting. I saw the tents 
of Cushan in affliction: and the curtains of the 
land of Midian did tremble. Was the Lord dis- 
pleased against the rivers? was thine anger 
against the rivers? was thy wfath against the 
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sesL, that thou didst ride upon thine horses and 
thy chariots of salvation? Thy how was made 
quite naked, according to the oaths of the tribes, 
even thy word. Thou didst cleave the earth 
with rivers. The mountains saw thee, and they 
trembled : the overflowing of the water passed 
by: the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his 
hands on high. The sun and moon stood still ift 
their habitation: at the light of thine arrows 
they went, ^and at the shining of thy glittering 
spear. Thou didst march through the land in in- 
dignation, thou didst thresh the heathen in anger. 
Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy peo- 
pie, even for salvation with thine anointed; thou 
woundedst the head out of the house of the 
wicked, by discovering the foundation .unto the 
neck. Thou didst strike through with his stave 
the head of his villages: they came out as a 
whirlwind to scatter me: their rejoicing was as 
to devour the poor secretly. Thou didst walk 
through the sea with thine horses, through the 
heap of great waters. When I beard, my belly 
trembled ; my lips quivered at the voice : rot- 
tenness entered into my bones, and I trembled 
in myself that I might rest in the day of trouble: 
.when he cometh up unto th^ people, he will in* 
vade them with his troops. Although the iig 
tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit he i 
vot, I. *G 



62 SACKED HOITRS, , &C. 

the viaes: the labour of the olive shall fail^ and 
the field shall yield no meat : the floek shall be 
cot off from the ibld^ and there shall be no herd 
in the atallii: yet I will rejoice in the4jord« I will 
joy in the God oi* my salvation. Thf Lord God 
is my strength, and he will make my feet like 
hinds' feetf and he will make me to walk apoa 
mine high places. 



The Prayer of Manasses king of Judah, when he 
Wds captive in Bah/Ion, Apocrypha. 

O Lord, *A]m»ghty God of our hxh^n, Abrar 
ham, Isaait, and Jacob,' and of th^ir righteous 
seed ; who hast made heaven and earthy with all 
the ornament thereof; who hast bonnd the 'sea 
by the word -of thy commandment ; who hast 
shut up the deep, and sealed it by thy terrible 
and glorious name; whom 'all men fear^ and 
tremble before thy power ^ for the majesty of thy 
glory canno^ be borne, and thine angry threaten- 
ing coward sinners is importable : but thy mer- 
ciful promise is unmeasurable and unsearchable^ 
for thou art the Most High Lord, of great com- 
passion, longsttfTenng, very merciful, and repent- 
est Off the evils of men. Thou, O Jjord, ac- 
cording to thy great goodness hast promised re- 
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pentance aad forgireneiss to them that have siii- 
ned against thee : aad of thine iiifinite mercies 
hast appointed repentance unto sinners^ that they 
may be saved. Thou therefore^ O Lord, that art 
the God of the just, hast not appointed repent* 
ance to the just, as to Abraham, and Issac, and 
Jacob, which have not sinned against thee $ 
but thou hast appointed repentance unto me 
that am a sinner : for I have smned above 
the number of the sands of the sea. My 
transgressions, O Lord, are multiplied : my 
transgressions are multiplied^ and I am not wor* 
thy to behold and see the height of heaven for 
the multitude of mine iniquities. I am bowed 
down with many iron bands, that I cannot lift 
up mine head, neither have any release : for I 
have provoked thy wrath, and done evil before 
thee : I did not thy will, neither kept I thy comp 
mandments : I have set up abominations, and 
have multiplied offences. Now therefore I bow 
Jthe knee of mine heart, beseeching thee of grace. 
I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned, and I ac- 
knowledge mine iniquities ; wherefore, I humbly 
beseech thee, forgive me, O Lord, forgive me, 
and destroy me not with mine iniquities. Be not 
angry with me for ever, by reserving evil for 
me ; neither condemn me into the lower parts of 
the earth. For thou art the God, even the God 
G 2 
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of them that repeat ; and in me thou wilt she^vr 
all thy gbodness : for thou wilt save me, that am 
unworthy, according to thy great mercy. There- 
fore I win praise thee for ever all the days of my 
life : for all the powers of the heavens do praise 
thee, and thine is the glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



Selected from Jeremiah, eh. 10. 12* 17. 

O Lord, my strength, and my fortress, and my 
refuge in the day of aiBiction ; thou that triest 
the righteous, and seest the reins and the heart ; 
be not a terror unto me : thou art my hope in the 
day of evil. O Lord, I know that the way of 
man is not in himself : it is not in man that walk- 
eth to direct his steps. O Lord, correct me, but 
with judgment ; not in thine anger, lest thou 
bring me to nothing. Thou, O liord, knowest 
me; thou hast seen me, and tried mine heart to- 
ward thee. Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be 
bealed ; save me, and I shall be saved ; for thou 
apt my praise. 

From the aame, ch. 14. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness, and 
tbe iniquity of our fathers: for we have sinned 
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against thee. Do not abhor us, for thy name's 
sake, do not disgrace the throne of thy glory : 
remember, break not thy covenant with us. Are 
there any among the vanities of the Gentiles 
that can cause rain ? or can the heavens give 
shovi'ers? art not thou he, O Lord our God? 
therefore we will wait upon thee : for thou hast 
made all these things. O Lord, though our ini- 
quities testify against us, do thou it for thy 
name's sake : for bur backslidings are many ; we 
have sinned against thee. O the Hope of Tsraef, 
the Saviour thereof in time of trouble. Thou, O 
Lord, art in the midst of us, and we are called 
by thy name : leave us not.. 



From the same, ch. 11. 15. 17. 18.20*. 

O Lord of hosts, that judgest righteously, that 
triest the Teins and the heart ; thou knowest that 
which came out of my lips was right before thee. 
Give heed to me, O Lor<i; and hearken to the 
voice of them that contend with me. Shall evil 
be recompensed for good ? for they have digged 
a pit for my souJ, remember that I stood before 
thee to speak good for them, and to turn away: 
g3- 
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thy wrath from them. The word of the Lord 
was made a reproach unto me, and a derisioo, 
daily. Behold they say unto me^ Wherein the 
word of the Lord ? let it come now. Then I 
said> I will not make mention of him^ nor speak 
any more in hisn^me^ but his word was in mine 
l^eart as a burning fire shut up in my bones^ and 
I was weary with forbearing^ and I could not 
stay. For J heard the defaming pf many^ fear 
on every side. Report, say they^ and we will 
report it. All my familiars watched for my 
halting, sayings Perad venture he will be enticed, 
and we shall prevail s^aiost him> and we shall 
take our revenge on him. But the Lord is witib 
me as a mighty terrible one : therefore my per- 
secutor shall stumble, and they shall not pre- 
Tail : they shall be greatly ashamed ; for they 
shall not prosper : their "everlasting confusion 
shall never be forgotten. O Lord, \hou know- 
est : remember me, and visit me; take me not 
away in thy long sui&ring : know that for thy 
sake I have suffered rebuke. Thy words were 
found, and I did eat them; and thy word was 
unto me the joy apud rejoicing of mina heart: lor 
I am called by thy name> O Lord Ged of hosts. 
I sat not in the assembly of th« mockers, nor re- 
joiced ; I sat alone, because of thy hand : Ibr thon 
hast filled me with indignation. O l4)rdj, the 
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Hope of Israel, all that forgake thee shallbe 
ashamed, and they that depart frOm thee shall 
be written in the earth, because they have for- 
saken the Lord, the fountain of living waters. 



Sekctedfront the Lamentations of Jeremiah^ ch. 5. 

Remember^ O Lord, what is come upon us 5 
consider and behold our reproach. The joy of 
our heart is ceased ; our dance is turned into 
mourning. The crown is fallen from oar head : 
woe unto us that we have sinned ! For this ou? 
heart is faint ; for these things our eyes are dim. 
Thou, O Lord J remainest for ever ; thy throne, 
from generation to generation^ Wherefore dost 
thou forget us for ever, and forsake us so long 
time ? Turn thou ui unto thee, O Lord, and we 
shall be turned ; renew our days as of old. But 
thou bast utterly rejected us; thou art very 
wroth against us. 



From the same, ch-. 1.3. 

Behold^ O Lord, for I am in distress ; my 
lUghs are many^ and my heart is faint. Abroad 
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the sword bereaveth ; at home there is as death. 
They have heard that I sigh : there" is none to 
comfort me. All mine enemies have heard of 
my trouble. Thou hast removed my soul far off 
from peace: I forgat prosperity. And I said, 
my strength and my hope is perished from the 
Lord: remembering mine affliction and my mi- 
sery, the wormwood and the gall. My soul 
hath them still in remembrance, and is humbled 
in me. This I recall to my mind, therefore hare 
1 hope. It is of the Lord's mercies that we are 
not consumed, because his compassions fail not. 
They are new every morning : great is thy faith- 
fulness. The Lord is my portion, saith my soul ; 
therefore will I hope in him. The Lord is good 
unto them that wait for him, to the soul that 
seeketh him. It is good that a man should both 
hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the 
Lord. It is good for a man that he bear the yoke 
in his youth. He sitteth alone and keepeth si- 
lence, because he hath borne it upon him. He 
putteth his mouth in the dust ; if so be there may- 
be hope. He giveth his cheek to him that smit- 
eth him : he is filled full with reproach. For the 
Lord will not cast off for ever : but though he 
cause grief« yet will he have compassion accord- 
ing to the multitude of his mercies. For he doth 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of 
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men. To crush uuder bis feet all the prisoners 
of the earth, to turn aside the right of a man 
before the face of the most High, to subvert a 
man in his cause^ th« Lord approveth not. Who 
is he that saithj and it cometh to pass^ when the 
Lord comiDandeth it not ? Out of the mouth of 
the noost High proceedeth not evil and good ? 
Wherefore doth a living man complain^ a man 
for the punishment of his sins ? Let us search and 
try our ways, and turn again unto the Lord. 
Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God 
in the heavens. We have transgressed, and have 
rebelled: thou hast not pardoned. I'hou hast 
covered with anger, and persecuted us : thou 
hast slain, thou hast not pitied. Thou hast co- 
vered thyself with a cloud, that our prayer 
should not pass through. Thou hast made us as 
the offscouring and refuse in the midst of the 
people. All our enemies have opened their 
months against us. Fear and a snare come upon 
us, desolation and destruction. Mine eye run- 
neth down with riversi of water for the destruc<« 
tion of the daughter of my people. Mine eye 
trickleth down, and ceaseth not, without any m- 
termission, till the Lord look down, and behold 
from heaven. Mine enemies chased 'me sore, 
like a bird, without cause. They have cut off 
my life in the dungeon, and cast a stone upon 
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me. Waters flowed over mine head ; then I 
said^ I am cut off'. I called upon thy name, 
Lord, out ofthcIowdungeon» Thou hast heard 
my voice : hide not thine ear at my breathing, 
at my cry. Thou drewest near in the day that I 
called upon thee : thou saidst> Fear not. O 
Lord^ thou hast pleaded the causes of my soul; 
thou hast redeemed my life. O Lord, thou hast 
seen my wrong : judge thou my cause. 



Selected from the Book of Job^ passim* 

O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that 
thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be 
past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, 
and remember me ! Mine eye is dim by reason 
of sorrow, and all my members are as a shadow. 
I cry unto thee, and thou dost not hear me : I 
stand up, and thou regardest me not. If I say, J 
will forget my complaint, I will leave off my 
heaviness, and comfort myself; lam afraid of 
all my sorrows, I know that thou wilt not hold 
me innocent. Though I speak, my grief is not 
asswaged ; and though I forbear, what am I 
eased ? But now he hath made me weary : thou 
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hast made desolate all my company. And thou 
hast filled me with wrinkles, which is a witness 
against me : and ray leanness rising up in me 
beareth wilness to my face. When J say. My 
bed shall comfort me, my couch shall ease my 
complaint ; then thou scarest me with dreams, 
and terrifiest me through visions; so that my 
soul chooseth strangling, and death rather than 
my life. I loathe it ; I would not live alway : 
let me alone ; for my days are vanity. Where- 
fore is light given to him that is in misery, and 
life unto the bitter in soul ; which long for death 
but it. cometh not : and dig for it more than for 
iiid treasure. My days are past, my purposes 
are broken off; even the thoughts of my heart. 
When I looked for good, then evil came unto 
me ; and when I waited for light, then came 
darkness. What is my strength, that I should 
hope ? and what is mine end, that I should pro- 
long my life ? Is my strength the strength of 
stones ? or is my flesh of brass? Is not my help 
in me? and is wisdom driven quite from me ? 
And where now is my hope ? yet all the days of 
my appointed time will I wait till my change 
come. 
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From tlie same. 

Is there not an appointed time to man upon 
ear^h ? are not his days also like the day of an 
hireling ? As a servant earnestly desireth the 
shadow, and as an hireling looketh for the re- 
ward of his work ; so am I made to possess 
months of vanity, and wearisome nights are ap- 
pointed to me. When I lie down, I say. When 
shall I arise, and the' night be gone ? and I am 
full of tossings to and fro unto the dawning of the 
day. My flesh is clothed with worms and clods 
of dust; my skin is broken and become loath- 
some. My days are swifter than a weaver's 
shuttle, and are spent without hope. They are 
passed away as the swif^r ship, as the eagle that 
hasteth to the prey. O remember that niy lif^ is 
wind : mine eye shall no more see good. The 
eye of him that hath seen me shall see me no 
more : thine eyes are upon me, and I am not. 
As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away ; 
so he that goeth down to the grave shall come up 
no more. He shall return no more to his house, 
neither shall his place know him any more. 
Therefore I will , not refrain my mouth ; I will 
speak in the anguish of my spirit ; I will com- 
plain in the bitterness of my soul. My breath is 
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corrupt, my days are extinct, the graves ar6 
ready for me. If I wait, the grave is mine house : 
I have made my bed in the darkness. I have 
said to corruption. Thou art my ^ber : to the 
worm. Thou art my mother, and my sister. 



' From the same. 

Even to day is my complaint bitter; my 
stroke is heavier than my groaning. The things 
that my soul refused to touch are as my sorrow- 
ful meat. For my>sighing cometh before I eat, 
and my roarings are poured out like the waters. 
For the thing which I greatly feared is come 
upon me, and that which" I was afraid of is come 
unto me. I was not in safety, neither had I 
rest, neither was I quiet ; yet trouble came. 
My face is foul with weeping, and on mine eye- 
lids is the shadow of death ; not for any injustice 
in niine hands: also my prayer is pure. O 
earth, cover not thou my blood, and let my cry 
have noplace. Also now, behold, my witness is 
in heaven, and my record is on high. My friends 
acorn me ; but mine eye poureth out tears unto 
God. O that one might plead for a man with 
God, as a man pleadeth for his neighbour ! 

VOL. I. H 



74 SACRED HOURS, &C. 

Whea a few years are come^ then I shall go the 
way whence I shall notreturn, even to the land 
of darkness and the shadow of death ; a land of 
darkness^ as darkness itself; and of the shadow 
of dealhf without any order> and where the light 
is as darkness. There the wicked ces^e from 
troubling: and ther« the weary be at rest. 
There the prisoners rest together ; they hear not 
the voice of the oppressor. The small and 
great are there ; and the servant is free from his 
master. They shall lie down alike in the dust^ 
and the worms shall cover them. 



Jrom the same. 

My soul is weary of my life ; I will leave my 
complaint upon myself; I will speak in the bit- 
terness of my soul. I will say unto God> Do not 
contlemn me. Deliver me from the enemies' 
hand : redeem me from the hand of the mighty. 
Thou knowest that I am not wicked ; and there 
is none that can deliver out of thine hand. Thine 
hands have made me and fashioned me together 
round about'; yet thou dost destroy me. Re- 
member, I beseech thee, that thou hast made 
xne as the clay ; and wilt thou bring me into dust 
«gain ? Wherefore hidest thou thy face, and 
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boldest me for fhine eriertiy ? Wilt thou break 
a leaf dri'Lii to and fro? and wilt thou pursue 
the dry stubblt? ? Only do not two things unto 
me : then will I not hide myself from thee. 
Withdraw thine hand far from me : and let not 
thy dread make me afraid Oh that I might 
have my request; and that God would grant me 
the thing that I long for ! For now should I 
have Iain still and been qniet, I should have 
slept : then had I bet*n at rest, with kings and 
counsellers of the earth,, which built desolate 
places for them^elv(?s ; or with princes that had 
gold, who tilled their houses with silver. 



From the satne» 

Oh that my* grief were thoroughly weighed, 
and my calamity laid in the balances together! 
For now it would bv heavier than the sand of the 
sea : tt. ere fore my words are swallowed up. 
For the arrows of the Almighty are Avithin me, 
the poison whereof drinketh up my spirit: the 
terrors of God do set themselves In array against 
me. Hi 3^ archers compass me round about ; he 
cleaveth my reins asunder, and doth not spare ; 
he pouTCth out my gall upon the ground. Know 
now that God hath overthrown me, and hath 
h2 
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compa&sed me with his net. Behold^ I cry oat 
of wrong, but am not heard : I cry aloud, but 
there is no judgment. He hath fenced up my 
way that I cannot pass, and he hath set darkness 
in my paths. lie hath stripped me of ray glory, 
and taken the crown from my head. He hath 
destroyed me on every side, and 1 am gone ; 
and mine hope hath he removed like a tree. He 
hath made me aUo a byword of the people, and 
aforetime I was as a tabret. They have gaped 
upon me with their mouth ; they have smitten 
mc upon the cheek reproachfully ; they have 
gathered themselves together against me. God 
hath delivered me to the ungodly^ and turned 
me over into the hands of the wicked. I was at 
ease, but he hath broken me asunder : he hath 
also taken me by my neck, and shaken me to 
pieces, and set me up for his mark. He hath 
put my brethren far from me, and mine ac- 
quaintance are verily estranged from me. My 
kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar friends have 
forgotten me. They that dwell in mine house, 
and my maids, count nic for a stranger : I am 
an alien in their sight. I called my servant, and 
he gave me no answer ; I intreated him with my 
mouth. My breath ,is strange to my wife, 
though I intreated for the children's sake of mine 
own body. Yea, young children despised m« j 
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I arose^ and they spake against me. AI] my in- 
Mrard friends abhorred me : and they whom I 
loved are turned against me. My brethren have 
dealt deceitfully as a brook, and as the stream of 
brooks they pass away. Have pity upon me, 
have pity upon me, O ye my friends ; for the 
haqd of God hath touched me. 



Frmfi the same, 

O that I were as in months past, as in the days 
when God preserved me; when his candle 
shined upon my head, and when by his light I 
walked through darkness; as I was in the days 
of my youth, when the secret of God was upon 
my tabernacle; when the Almighty was yet 
with me, when my children were about me ; 
when i washed my steps with butter, and the 
rock poured me out rivers of oil ; when I went 
ou}; to the gate through the city, when I prepared 
my seat in the street; The young men saw me, 
and hid themselves: and the aged arose, and 
stood up. The princes refrained talking, and 
*h3 
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laid their hands on their moutli. The nobles 
held their peace^ and their tongue cleaved to 
the roof of their mouth. When the ear heard 
me, then it blessed me;, and when the eye saw 
me, it gave witness to rae : because I delivered 
the poor that cried, and the fatherless, and him 
that had none to help him. The blessing of him 
that was ready to perish came upon me ; and I 
caused the widow's heart to sing for joy. I put 
on righteousness, and it clothed me : my judg- 
ment was as a robe and a diadem. I was eyes to 
the b]iiid> and feet was I to the lame. I was a 
father to the poor: and the cause which I knew 
not I searched out. And I brake the jaws of 
the wicked, and plucked the spoil out of his 
teeth. Then I said, I shall die in my nest, and 
I shall multiply my days as the sand. My root 
was spread out by the waters, and the dew lay 
all night upon my branch. My glory was fresh 
in me, and my bow was renewed in my hand. 
Unto me men gave ear, and waited, and kept 
silence at my counsel. After my words they 
spake not again ; and my speech dropped upon 
them. And they waited for me as for the raia; 
"and they opened their mouth wide as for the 
latter rain. If I laughed on them, they believed 
it not; and the light of my counteoapce they 
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cast not down. I chose out their way, and sat 
chief, and dwelt as a king in the army, as one 
that comforteth the mourners. But now they 
that are younger than I have me in derision. I 
am their song, yea, I am their byword. They 
abhor me, they flee far from me, and spare not 
to spit in my face. Because he hath loosed my 
cord, and afflicted me, they have also let loose the 
bridle before me. Upon my right hand rise the 
youth ; they push away my feet, and they raise 
up against me the ways. of their destruction. 
They mar my path, . they set forward my cala- 
mity, they have no helper. They came upon 
me as a wide breaking in of waters; in the deso- 
lation they rolled themselves upon me. Terrors 
are turned upon me : they pursue my soul as 
the wind : and my welfare, passeth away as a 
cloud. And now my soul is poured out upon 
me i and the days of affliction have taken hold 
upon me. My bones are pierced in me in the 
night season : and my sinews take no. rest. By 
the great force of my disease is my garment 
changed : it bindethme about as the collar of my 
coat. Hu hath cast me into the mire, and I am 
become like dust and ashes. Thou liftest me up 
to the wind; thou causest me to ride upon it, 
and dissolvest my substance. My harp also is 
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tamed to mooming^ and my organ into the voice 
•f them that wee|i. 



.TTOfll the SOMCm 

Let me be weighed in an even balance, that 
God may know mine integrity. Doth not he see 
my ways, and count all my steps ? If I have 
walked with vanity, or if my foot hath hasted to 
deceit. If mine heart hath been deceived by a 
woman, or if I have laid wait at my neighbour's 
door. For this is an heinous crime; yea« it is an 
iniquity to be punished by the judges. For it is 
a fire that consumeth to destruction, and would 
root out all mine increase. If my step hath turned 
out of the way ; and mine heart walked afler mine 
eyes, and if any blot hath cleaved to mine hands ; 
then let me sow, and let another eat, yea, let ray 
offspring be rooted out. If I did despise the 
cause of my man-servant or of my maid-servant, 
when they contended with me ; what then shall 
I do when God riseth up ? and when he visiteth, 
what shall I answer him? Did not he that made 
me in the womb make him ? and did not oner 
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fashion us ia the womb ? If I have withheld the 
poor from their desire, or have caused the eyes 
of the widow to fail ; or have eafen my morsel 
myself alone, and the fatherless hath uot eaten 
therebf ; (for from my youth he was brought up 
with me, as with a father, and I have guided her 
from my mother's womb ;) if I have seen any 
-perish for want of clothing, or any poor without 
covering ; if his loins have not blessed me, and 
if be were not warmed with the fleece of my 
«heep ; if I have lifted np my hand against the 
fatherless, when I saw my help in the gate; 
<then let mine arm fall from my shoulder blade, 
and mine arm be broken from the bone. Fot 
destruction froroi God was a terror to me, and by 
reason of his highness I could not endure. If I 
have made gold my hope, or have said to the 
fine gold. Thou art my confidence ; if I rejoiced 
because my wealth was great,- and because mine 
hand had gotten much ; if I beheld the sun 
when it shined, or the moon walking in bright- 
ness 5 and my heart hath been secretly enticed, 
or my mouth hath kissed my hand ; this also 
were an iniquity to be punished by the judge: 
for I should have denied the God that is above. 
If I rejoiced at the destruction of him that hated 
me, or lifted up myself when evil found him : 
ueithet have I suffered my month to sin by wish- 
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ingacurse to his soul. The stranger did not 
lodge in the street ; but I opened my doors to 
the traveller. Did not I weep for him that was 
in trouble ? was not my soul grieved for the 
poor? Bid I fear a great multitude, or did the 
contempt of families terrify me, that I kept si- 
Jence, and went not out of the door ? If I co- 
vered my transgressions as Adam, by hiding 
mine iniquity in my bosom : if my land cry 
against me, or that the furrows likewise thereof 
complain ; if I have eaten the fruits thereof 
^without money, or have caused the owners 
thereof to lose their life : let thistles grow instead 
of wheat, and cockle insteiid of barley. The 
words of Job are ended. 



From the same. 

I have sinned ; what shall I do unto thee, O 
thou Preserver of men ? I know that thou canst 
do every thing, and that no thought can he 
withholden from thee. How many are mine ini- 
quities and sins? make me to know my trans- 
gression and my sin. Teach me, and I will hold 
my tongue : and cause me to understand wherein 
I have erred. I have borne chastisement, I will 
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not olTend any more. That which I see not 
teach thou me : ifl have done iniquity, I will 
do no more. 



Frotn the sain^, 

I would seek unto God, and unto God would 
I commit my cause. O that I kn(!w where I 
might find him ! that I might come even to his 
seat ! Will he plead against me with his great 
power? No ; but he would put strength in me. 
Behold, I go forward, but he is not there ; and 
backward, but I cannot perceive him : on the 
left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot be- 
hold him : he hideth himself on the right hand, 
that I cannot see him: but he knoweth the way 
that I take : when he hath tried me, I- shall come 
^^rth as gold. My foot hath held his steps, his 
way have I kept, and not declined. Neither 
have I gone back from the commandment of his 
lips : I have esteemed the words of his mouth 
more than my necessary food. 
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From the same. 

Shall we receive good at the handofGod^ and 
shall we not receive evil ? Naked came I out of 
my mother's womb^ and naked shall I return 
thither : the Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. 
Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him. He 
also shall be my salvation : for an hypocrite 
shall not come before him. As God liveth, who 
hath taken away my judgment : and the Al- 
mighty who hath vexed my soulj all the while 
my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in 
my nostrils ; my lips shall not speak wickedness, 
nor my tongue utter deceit. Till I die 1 will 
not remove my integrity from me. My right- 
eousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my 
heart shall not reproach me so long as I live. 
For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 
he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth : 
and though after my skin worms destroy this 
body, yet in my flesh shall I see God : whom I 
shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, 
and not another; though my reins be consumed 
within me. 
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Selected from the Book of Wisdom, ch. II. 15, 
15. 16. 

Thou^ O God, art gracious and true, Iong«uft 
fertng, and ia mercy ordering all things. For if 
we sin, we are thine; knowing thy power : but 
ive will not sin, knowing that we are counted 
thine. For to know thee is perfect righteous- 
ness : yea, to knew thy power is the root of in* 
mortality. For thine incorruptible spirit is ia 
all things. Therefore chastenest thou them bj 
little and little that offend, and warnest them by 
putting them in remembrance wherein they hare 
offended, ,that leaving their wickedness, they may 
believe on thee, Lord, Who shall say. What 
hast then done? or who shall withstand thy 
judgment ? or who shall accuse thee for the na* 
tioas that perish, whom thou hast made ? or 
who shall come to stand against thee, to be re- 
venged for the unrighteous men ? For neither is 
there any God but thou that carest for all, ta 
whom thou mightest shew that thy judgment is 
not unright. Neither shall king nor tyrant be 
able to set his face against thee for any whom 
thou hast punished. For thou canst shew thy 
great strength at all times when thou wilt ; and 
who may withstand the power of thine arm? 

VOL. I. I 
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For the whole world before thee is as a little 
grain of the balance, yea, as a drop of the mora- 
ing dew that falleth down upon the earth. 
When men will not believe that thou art of a full 
power, thou shewest thy strength, and amoDg 
them that know it thou makest their boldness 
manifest. But thou; mastering thy power, judg- 
. est with equity, and orderest us, with great fa- 
vour : for thou mayest use power when thou wilt. 
Bttt by such works hast thou taught thy people 
that the just man should be merciful, and hast 
made thy children to be of a good hope that thou 
givest repentance for sins. That thy children, 
O Lord, whom thou lovest, might know, that it 
is not the growing of fruits that nourisheth man : 
but it is thy word, which preserveth them that 
put their trust in thee. For that which was not 
destroyed of the fire, being warmed by a little 
sun beam, soon melted away : that it might be 
known, that we must prevent the sun to give 
thee thanks, and at the day spring pray unto 
thee. Forsomuch then as thou art righteous 
thyself, thou orderest all things righteously : 
thinking it not agreeable with thy power to clon« 
demn him that hath not deserved to be punish 
cd. For thy power is the beginning of right- 
eousness, and because thou art the Lord of ali^ 
it maketh thee to be gracious unto all. Thou 
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hast mercy upon ail ; for thou canst do all things, 
and wifikest at the sins of men, becaose they 
should amend. For thou lovest all the things 
that are, and abhorrest nothing which thou hast 
made : for neyer wouldest thou have made any 
thing, if thou hast hated it. And how could 
any thing have endured, if it had not been thy 
will ? or been preserved, if not called by thee ? 
Bat thou sparest all : for they are thine, O Lord» 
thou lover of souls. 



Selected frcm Isaiah, ch. 65, 64v 

O that thou wouldest rend the heavens,, thai 
thou wouldest come down, that the mountains 
might flow down at thy presence, as when the 
melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters 
toboil^ to make thy name known to thine adver- 
saries, that the nations may tremble at thy pre- 
sence ! When thou didst terrible things which 
we looked not for, thou earnest down, the moun- 
tains flowed down at thy presence ! For since 
the beginning of the world men have not heard^ 
nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye 
seen, O God> besides thee, what he hath pre- 
pared for him that waiteth for km. Taow 
|2 
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meetest him that rejoiceth, and work^th riglit- 
eousness ; those that remember Ihee in thy ways : 
behold^ thou art wroth : ibr we have aimed. : 
in those is continuaacej aad we shall besavecl* 
But we are all as an unclean things and all oor 
righteousnesses ar^ as filthy rags ; and we all do 
fade as a leaf; and our iniqaities* like the w»d# 
have taken us away. And there is n^fie that 
calleth upon thy uame^ that 4tirff«th up hionseif 
to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy ^ice 
from us^ and hast consumed us, because of our 
iniquities. But novir, O Lord, thou art our Fa* 
ther : we are the clay, and thou our potter ; and 
we are the work of thy hand, fie not wroth 
Tery sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity 
for ever. Look down from keayen, and behold 
Irom the habitation of thy holiness and of tby 
l^losy^ Behold, see, we beseech thee, we ane 
aH thy people. And thou, O Lord, art our R^ 
.thetr, e«r Redeemer ; thy same k from eveiv 
lasting. 
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. Jrom Hpsea> ch. 6. . 

Come, and let us return ^nto the Lord : for 
he hath torn, and he will heal us ; he hath smit- 
ten, and he will bind us up. Afler two days 
^11 he revive us : in the third day he will raise 
us up, and we shall live in his sight. Then 
shall we know, if we follow on to know the 
Lord : his going forth is prepared as the morn- 
ing : and he shall come unto us as the rain, as 
the latter and former rain imto the earth. 



From Micahji ch. T» 



I will look unto the Lord ; I will wsdt for tBe 
God of ray salvation : my God will hear me. . 
Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy : when 
I feU, I shall arise ; when I sit in darkness, the 
Lord shall be a light unto me. I will bear the 
fndignatton ef the Lord, because I have sinned 
against him, until he plead my cause, and exe- 
cute judgment for me : he will bring me forth toi 
the light, and I shall behold his righteousnessw^ 



iS 
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JFrom^e ^ame, ch. 6, 7. 

"Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the 
remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his 
anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. 
He will torn again, he will have compassion 
npon us; he v^rill subdue our iniquities; and 
thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the 
sea. Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and 
the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn 
unto our fathers from the days of old. He hath 
shewed thee, O man, what is good ; and what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly wit^i 
thy God? 



Selected from Isaiah, ch. 42, 4S, 44, 45. 4^. 

fling, O y£ hsa/Tjem; for itbe Lot-d toUpi A^^a 
it ; shont, y/t lawer parts of the qstrth : bfeialc 
forth into ringing, ye mountains, O forest^ 4aB4 
every t«ee therein ; for the Lord hath redeemed 
Jacob, and glorified binijself in Israel. Thus 
«aith the Lord, thy redeemer, and he that form- 
ed thee from the womb, I am the Lord that 
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maketh stli things; that stretcheth forth the 
]ieftveii9 alone ; that spreadeth abroad the earth 
by myself; that frustrateth the tokens of the 
liars, and maketh diviners mad; that turneth 
wise men backward> and mdceth tbeir know-* 
ledge foolish ; that confioneth the word of his 
aer vant, and performeih the counsel of bis mes- 
sengers ; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shah be 
inhabited; and to the cities of J udah. Ye shall 
be bailt, and I will raise op the decayed places 
thereof: that saith to the deep. Be dry, and I 
will dry up thy rivers. Sing, O heavens ; and 
be joyful, O earth; and break forth into sing- 
ing, O mountains : for the Lopd hath comforted 
his people, and will have mercy upon his af* 
fiicted. But Zion said. The Lord hath forsaken 
me, and my JLord hath £urgotten me. Can a 
woman forget her sucking child, that she •should 
not have compassion on the son of her womb ? 
yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 
For I am the Lord thy God, thy Saviour. I am 
^e Lord, your Holy One, the creatof of Israel, 
your Redeemer, your King. Look ^nto me, 
s^nd be ye saved^ all the ends of the earth : for I 
9m God, an4 there is nope eise. Thus saith God 
t^e Lord; he jthat created the heavens, and. 
stretched them out ; he that spread forth the 
^rth^ and that which cometh out 4>f it; be that. 
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giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spi* 
fit to them that walk therein ; Fear not : for I 
am with thee : I will bring thy seed from the 
east, and gather thee from the west. When thwk 
passest through the waters, X will be with thee ; 
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow 
thee : when thou walkest through the fire, thou 
shalt not be burned ; neither shall the flame kin- 
dle upon thee. Sing unto the Lord a new song, 
and his praise from the end of the earth, ye that 
go down to the sea, and all that is therein ; the 
isles, and the inhabitants thereof. Let the wil- 
derness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, 
the villages that Kedar doth inhabit : let the in-- 
habitants of the rock sing, let them shout froni. 
the top of the mountains. Let them give glory 
unto the Lord> and declare his praise in the 
islands. 



Jrojn the satne, cb. 61. 

I will greatly rejoice in the liord, my souIsbalF 
be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me. 
with the garments of salvation, he hath covered 
me with the robe of righteousness, as^ a bride- 
groom decketh himself with ornaments^ and as a 
bride adorneth herself with her jewels. For the 
earth bringeth forth her budjt and as the gardenr 
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caused) the things that are sown in it to spring 
ftkrth ; so the Lord God wili cause rlghteousneas 
and pniM. to spring (orA bdbre all the nationB. 



I will mention the ]ovin|^kindne88.of the Lord, 
and the praises of tbe Loird> a^QOording to all that 
the Lord hath bestowed on us, and tke great 
goodness toward the house of Israel, which he 
hath bestowed on ^hem according to his mercies 
and accordiqg to the multitude of his lovjogkiad^ 
nesses. For he saidj Surely they are my people 
children that will not Me: so he was their SaT»> 
lour. In all their affliction he was i^fflicted, and 
the angel of his presence saved them : in hi» 
love and in his pity he redeemed them ; aiui hr 
ibare theo^, ^nd carried the& all the days of old* 



fhmt the same, ch.25» 

O Lord, thou art «i^ Gf»d ; I will endt >thee, I 
wiU praise thy Jifiame i far ^h©u hast done won** 
4erf\»l things; thy counsels of old are faithfulnea 
imd ^ruth. F<»r ihMi haat JBiade .«f ft £ity aa 
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heap ; of a defenced city a ruin : a palace of 
strangers to be do city ; it shall never be built. 
Tlierefore shall the strong people glorify. thee> 
the city of the terrible nations shall fear thee. 
For thou hast been a strength to the poor^ a 
strength to the needy in his distre!^, a refuge 
from the stonn, a shadow from the heat, when 
the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against 
the wall. TTioo shalt bring down the noise of 
strangers as the heat in a dry place ; even the 
heat with the shadow of a cloud : the branch of 
the terrible ones shall be brought low. And ia 
this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto 
all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on 
the lees, of fat things full ofmarrow, of wines on 
the lees well refined. And he will destroy ia 
this mountain the face of the covering cast over 
all people, and the vail that is spread over all na- 
tions. He will swallow up death' in victory ; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off 
all faces ; and the rebuke off his people shall he 
take away from off all the earth : for the Lord 
hath spoken it. And it shall be said in that day^ 
Lo, this is our God ; we have waited for him» and 
lie will save us : this is the Lord ; we have waited 
for him, we will be glad and njoice in his salva- 
tion. Forin this mountain shall the hand of the 
Lord rest, and Moab shall be trodden down under 
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liim, even as a straw is trodden down for the 
dunghill. And he shall spread forth his hands 
ia the midst of them, as he that swimmeth spread- 
eth forth his hands to swim : and he shall bring 
down their pride together with the spoils of their 
hands. And the fortress of the high fort of thy 
y^sMs shall he bring down, lay low, and bring to 
the ground, even to the dust. 



JTie Songi^ Isaiah, Isaiah, 26. 

Trust ye in the Lord for ever : for in the 
Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength : for he 
bringeth down, them that dwell on high ; 
the lofty city, he layeth It low: he lay eth 
it low, even to the ground ; he bringeth it 
even to the dust. The foot shall tread it 
down, even the feet of the poor, and the 
steps of the needy. The way of the just is up- 
rightness : thou, most upright, dost weigh th^ 
path of the just. Yea, in the way of thy judg- 
ments, O Lord, have we waited for thee ; the 
desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the re- 
membrauce of thee. With my soul have I de- 
sired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit 
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within me will I seek thee early : for when thy 
judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world will learn righteousness. Let ferour be 
shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn 
righteousness : in the land of uprightness will he 
deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty 
of the Lord. Lord, when fhy hand is lifted up, 
they will not see : but they shall see, and be 
ashamed for their envy at the people ; yea, the 
fire of thine euernies shall devour them. Lord, 
thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou also 
hast wrought all our works in us. O Lord our 
God, other lords beside thee have had dominion 
over us : but by thee only will we make men- 
tion of thy name. They are dead, they shall 
not live ; they are deceased, they shall not rise ; 
therefore hast thou visited *and destroyed them, 
and made all their memory to perish. Thou 
hast increased the nation, O Lord, thou hast in- 
creased the nation : thou art glorified : thou hast 
removed it far unto all the ends of the earth. 
Lord, in trouble have they visited thee ; they 
poured out a prayer when thy chastening was 
upon them. Like as a woman with child, that 
draweth near the time of her delivery, is in pain, 
and crieth out in her pangs ; so have we been in 
thy sight, O Lord« We have been with child, 
wo have been in pain, we have as it were 
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brought forth wind ; we have not wrought aay 
deliverance in the earth ; neither have the in- 
habitants of the world fallen. Thy dead men 
shall live, togethet with my dead body shall 
they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell ia 
dust : for thy dew is as the dew of |ierbs, and 
the earth shall cast out the dead. Come, my 
people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut 
thy doors about thee : hide thyself as it were 
for a little moment, until the indignation be 
jDverpast. For^ behold, the Lord cometh out of 
his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth 
for their iniquity : the earth also shall disclose 
her blood, and shall no more cover her slain. 



A JTianksgiving, Isaiah, 12. 

O Lord, I will praise thee : though thou wast 
angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and 
thou comfortedst me. Behold, God is my salva^^ 
tion ; I will trust, and not be afraid : for the 
Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song • he 
also is become my salvation. Therefore with joy 
shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation. 
And in that day shall ye say. Praise the Lord, 
call upon his name, declare his doings among the 
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world will learn righ^ | | 

shewed to the wick i^ t ^ \ 

righteousness : in */*^ | f^ I 

deal unjustly, an// 1- Cj ' 

of the Lord. hft$ ^ 

they will not // ^ 

ashamed fbr/^ ., ch. 8. 33. 40. 

fire of thi' 

thou wi' ^ord of hosts himself, and let him 

hast w ^^' ^^^ ^®' *^^"* '^^ y®"^ dread. Por 
God. >^ ^^ ^"^ judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, 
oyf/rotd is our king ; he will save us. O Lord, 
ly ^cious unto us ; we have waited for thee ^ 
' ^tJiou their arm every morning, our salvation 
jgfy in the time of trouble. At the noise of 
^e tumult the people fled ; at the lifting up of 
thyself the nations were scattered. The Lord is 
exalted ; for he dwelleth on high : he hath filled 
2ion with judgment and righteousness. And 
wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of 
thy times, and strength of salvation : the fear of 
the Lord is his treasure. Who is among you 
that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of 
his servant, that walketh id darkness, and hath 
no light ? let him trust in the name of the Lord, 
and stay upon his God. The grass withereth, 
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the flower fedeth : bat the word of our God ahall 
atand for ever. 



The Song qfthc Virgin Mary, St. Luke's Gospel, 1. 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour* For he hath 
regarded the low estate of his handmaiden : for, 
behold, from henceforth all generations shall call 
me blessed. For he that is mighty hath done to 
me great things; and holy is his name. And his 
mercy is on them that fear him from generation 
to generation. He hath shewed strength with 
his arm : he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts. He hath put down 
the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of 
low degree. He hath filled the hungry with 
good things ; and the rich he hath sent empty 
away. He hath holpen his servant Israel, in re- 
membrance of his mercy ; as he spake to our fa- 
thers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever. 
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Tfie Hymn qf 2ackar las, Luke, 1. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; for he hath 
visited and redeemed his people, aad hath raised 
up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his 
servant David ; as he spake by the mouth of his 
holy prophets, which have been since the world 
began ; that we should be saved from our ene- 
mies, and from the hand of all that hate us ; to 
perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and 
to remember his holy covenant, the oath which 
he sware to our father Abraham, that he would 
grant unto us, that we, being delivered out of the 
hand of our enemies^ might serve him without 
fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all 
the days of our life. And thou, child, shalt be 
called the Prophet of the Highest : for thou shall 
go before the face of the Lord to prepare his 
ways ; to give knowledge of salvation unto his 
people, by the remission of their sins, through 
the tender mercy of our God ; whereby the day- 
spring from on high hath visited us, to give light 
to the'm that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of 
death to guide our feet into the way of peace. , 
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The Song of Simeon, Luke^ 2. 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, according to thy word : for mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast pre- 
pared before the face of all people ; a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 
Israel. 



FroT/i St. Paul's Second Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, ch. 1. 

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort ; who comforteth us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble by the comfort, 
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. 
For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so 
our consolation also aboundeth by Christ, 
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From the same, ch. 19. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christy and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Ghost^ be with us alL Amen. 



from St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans, ch» 1 It 

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdont 
and knowledge of God ! how \m searchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out I 
For who hath known the mind of the Lovd? or 
who hath been his counseller ? or who hath first 
given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto 
' him again ? For of him, and through him, and 
to him, are ail things : to whom be giory for 
tver* Amen«. 



From St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians, 3*. 

Kow, unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, accord- 
ing to the power that worketh in us, unto him 
be glory in the church b > Christ Jesus, through* 
out all ages^ world without end» Ameiu 
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From the General Epistle of Jude, 

Now uato him that is able to keep 7is from fall* 
lug, attd to present us faultless before the pre- 
sence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the 
only wise God our Saviour^ be glpry and ma- 
jesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. 
Amen. 



From 1 Peter, 5» 



The God of all grace, who hath called us unto» 
his eternal glory by Jesud Chrisi, after that W€ 
have suffered awhile, make us perfect^ stablish^ 
strengi heo^ settle us : to him be glory and domi« 
nion for ever andever» Aiuen» 



Selected from the Revelations* 

Holy, Jioly> holy. Lord God Almighty, wbicft 
was, and is, and is to come. Jblessing, and glo* 
ry, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour^ 
aod power, and might, be unto our God, ior 
ever aud ever. Tnou art righteous, O Loid^ 
which art^ and wast, and that shalt be ; true — -^ 
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.■ ' ' ■ "" ■ ■ - .1 . .^^ 

righteous are thy judgments. Great and mar- 
vellous are thy works. Lord God Almighty ; just 
and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. 
Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 
name ? for thou only art holy : for all nations 
shall come and worship before thee ; for thy 
judgments are made manifest. Praise our God, 
all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both 
small and great. Alleluia : for the Lord God 
omnipoteni reigneth. Let us be glad and re- 
joice, and give honour to him, and worship him 
that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and 
the fountains of waters. Thou art worthy, O 
Lord, to receive glory and honour and power : 
for thou hast created all things, and for thy plea- 
sure they are and were createcf. Alleluia ; sal- 
vation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto 
the Lord our God : salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, flind unto the Lamb. 
Worthy is the Lamb tfiat was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength,, 
and honour, and glory, and blessing. Unto him 
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 
own blood, and hath made us krngs and priests 
unto God and his Father : to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 'Behold, 
he Cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see 
him, and they also which pierced him : and ail 
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kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. 
Even so. Amen. And every creature which is 
in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are 
in them, shall give blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 



From Hebrews, ch, 13. 



Now the God of peace, that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant^ make us perfect in every good work 
to do his will, working in us that which is welU 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ ; to 
whojm be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 



" Fray for one another, that ye may he healed.^^ 

James, v. 16* 



PRAYERS AND PETITIONS. 



BISHOP TAYLOR. 



O God of infinite mercy, who hast compassioir 
on all men, and relievest the necessities of all 
that call to thee for help ; hear the prayers of thy 
servant, who is nnworthy to ask any petition for 
himself, yet in humility and duty is bound to 
pray for others. O let thy mercy descend upon 
the whole church ; preserve her in truth and 
peace> in unity and safety, in all storms, and 
against all temptations and enemies ; that the of- 
fering to thy glory the never-ceasing sacrifice of 
prayer and thanksgiving may advance the ho- 
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nour of her Lord, be tilled with his spirit, and 
partake of his glory. Amen. 

In mercy remember the King ; preserve his 
person in health and honour, his crown in wealth 
and dignity, his kingdom in peace and plenty, , 
the churches under his protection in p^ety and 
knowledge, and a strict ana holy religion ; keep 
him perpetually in thy fear and favour, and 
crown hira with glory and immortality. Amen. 

Remember them that minister about holy 
things ; let them be clothed with righteousness, 
and sing with joyfulness. Amen. 

Biess thy servant (my wife or husband) with 
health of body and spirit. O let the hand of thy 
blessing be upon his head night and day, and 
support him in all necessities, strengthen him in 
all temptations, comfort l^im in all his sorrows, 
and let him be thy servant in all changes ; and 
make us both to dwell with thee for ever in thy 
fiivour, in the light of thy countenance, and in 
thy glory. Amen. 

Bless my children with healthful bodies, with 
good understandings, with the graces and gifts of 
thy spirit, with sweet dispositions and iioly ha- 
bits ; sanctify them throughout in their bo- 
dies, and souls, and spirits, and ke* p hem un- 
blameable to the coming of our Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 
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Be pleased, O L6rd, to remember my friends, 
all that have prayed for me, and all that have 
done me good, (here name those whom you would 
particularly recommend.) Do thou good to them, 
and return all their kindness double into their 
own bosom, rewarding them vi^ith blessings, 
sanctifying them with thy grace, and bringing 
them to glory. 

Let all my family and kindred, my neighbours 
and acquaintance, receive the benefit of my 
prayers, and the blessings of God, the comforts 
and supports of thy providence, and the sancti- 
fication of thy spirit. 

Relieve and comfort all the persecuted and af- 
flicted, speak peace to troubled consciences, 
strengthen the weak, confirm the strong, in- 
struct the ignorant, deliver the oppressed from 
him that spoileth him, and relieve the needy 
that hath no helper ; and bring us all, by the 
waters of comfort, and in the ways of righteous- 
ness, to the kingdom of rest and glory ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

To God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
to the eternal Son, that was incarnate and born 
of a Virgin ; to the Spirit of the Father and the 
Son, be all honour and glory, worship and 
and thanksgiving, now and for ever. Amen. 
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MSS. 

Almighty God, Father of all mercy, and pia-^ 
rent of all good, pardon, we most humbly be* 
seech thee, the wanderings and • inconstancies 
of our nature ; forgive us all our unintentional 
errors, and aid us in struggling against our great- 
er faults ; show us the hideousness of vice, and 
arm our souls against the assailings of temptation. 
J-udge us not according to our deserts; for who 
amongst us can be justified in thy sight ? Thouj 
O God, knowest what is most fitting for oui* 
state : thou wilt grant or withhold the object of 
our petitions, as seemeth to thy godly wisdom 
most conducive to our good. Teach us to extend . 
to others those blessings which thou hast be- 
stowed on us ; and enable the ministers of thy 
faith to unite the wandering children of error in 
the fellowship of thy church, through the in- 
fluence and mediation of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen* 



MSS. 

Almighty God, we approach thee in all grati- 
tude and thankfulness for thy maiiifokl mercies ; 
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'W^e pray thee, in all humility, for a continuance 
of this thy bountiful and loving kindness, which 
thou hast vouchsafed to us and to all the creatures 
of thy hand, from the beginning of the world to 
the present hour. Instruct us, O Lord, to feel 
f>ur own unwbrthiness, in the contemplation of 
thy omnipotence ; to correct our errors, amend 
our lives ; and when a criminal- neglect of thy 
sacred ordinances deadens their influence on our 
conduct, chasten us in thy mercy, that we may 
avoid the heavy judgment of thine anger. 
Teach us to love one another as Christ loved us : 
awaken in us a spirit to profit by the precepts of 
thy holy Gospel : incite us to imitate, as far as 
our nature will admit, the great, the pure, the 
exalted example of our blessed Redeemer, in 
whose impressive form of prayer we offer up our 
supphcations at the throne of grace ; saying. Our 
Father, &c. 



Da. JOHNSON. 



O liord, my maker and protector, who hast 
graciously sent me into this world to work out 
my salvation, enable me to drive from me all such 
unquiet and perplexing thoughts as may mislead 
^r hinder me in the practice of those duties 
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which thoa hast required. When 1 behold the 

works of tbj hands, and consider the course of 

thy proTidence, give me grace always to remem* 

ber that tt^y tboaghts are not my thoughts, nor 

thy ways my. ways; and while it shall please 

th«e to continne me in this world, where much 

is to be done, and little to be known, teach me, 

by thy Holy Spirit, to withdraw my mind from 

tinprofitable and dangerous enquiries, from difii- 

calties vainly curious, and doubts impossible to 

foe solved. Let me rejoice in the light which 

tbou hast imparted, let me serve thee with actiyo 

zeal and humble confidence, and wait with pa- 

tient expectation for the time in which the soul 

which thou receivest shall be satisfied with 

knowledge. Grant this, O Lord, for Jesus 

Christ's sake. Amen. 



BISHOP TAYLOR. 



O holy and most gracious Lord, who hy thy 
precepts and practice uidst command us to be 
meek and humble ; grant me the grace, as thou 
hast afforded me the example ; command what- 
soever thou pleasest, and enable me to do whatr 
soever thou commandest 5 correct in me all r-— "^ 
thoughts and vain opinions of myself- 
l2 
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in ficknowiedgiag thy goodness, bring forth th« 
fruita of what thou haMt done for me. Let iii« 
nojt bm»t .tiiygclf ^' what liiave received j fwf 
from tby mie«;y, ^d xiot my owo dcperte., 4o they 
proceed. Let no riches make me ever forget 
myself, no poverty ever make me fprget thee. 
Let oor hope nor fear> nor plea&are ;ior pm^ ao 
accident without, no weakness within, deter m« 
from my duty, or tvrn me from th^ ways of thy 
commandments. O let thy apixit dwell with 
me for ever, and make my soul just and charit»p 
bleji full of honesty, full of religion, resolute and 
constant in holy purposes, and injSfixihle to eviL 
Make me humble aud obedient^ peaceable ao4 
pion5 : let me nev^r envy any aian's ^oo<}, nor 
djeserve to be 4e«piaed myself. Teach me to re* 
gulate my whole conduct by the tenor of thy 
gospel ; to pay the debt of gratitude which I 
owe for all thy mea'cies and ioviAgkindness, and 
to dispense, according to my power, a portion of 
that good which thou hast bestowed upon me to 
my fellow-creatures ; and make the sacrifice of 
my heart and devotion of my soul to the service 
of heaven, acceptable to the Almighty Ruler of 
the universe; through thy mediation^ O Lorti 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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O Almighty God, Father and Lord of all the 
creation, who hath disposed all things and all 
chances so as may best glorify thy wisdom, and 
serve the ends of thy justice, and magnify thy 
mercy, tTiy secret and undiscernible ways bring- 
ing good out of evil ; I most humbfy beseech 
thee to give me wisdom from above, that I may 
adore thee,' and admire thy ways and footsteps,^ 
which are in the great deep,, and not to be 
searched out. Teach me to submit t» thy pro- 
vidence in all things, to be content in all changes^ 
■ of person and condition, to be temperate in pro- 
sperity, and to read my doty ia the lines of thy 
mercy ; and in adversity to be meek, patient, 
and resigned j and to look through the cloud*, 
that I may wait for the consolation of the Lord^ 
and the day of redemption ; ui the mean time 
doing my duty with an snweari'ecT diligence, and 
an undisturbed resolution, having 'no fondness 
lor the vanities and possessions of this world, but 
laying up my hopes in beaten, and the rewards- 
•f holy living,, and being strengthened with the 
Spiritr in the inner man ; through Jesus Christ 
«ar Lord. Amen. 



La 



il4 SACRED H017R8 4 kc. 



By the same. 

O eternal Godj merciful and gracions. Touch* 
iiafe thy favour and thy blessing to thy servant r 
let the lore of thy mercies^ and the dread and 
i^ar of thy majesty^ make me careful and inqui- 
sitive to search thy will, and diligently to per- 
form it ; and to persevere in the practices uf a 
holy life^ even till the last of my daya» Amen. 



By the same. 

Bless me, gracious God, in my calling to sOch 
purposes as thou sHalt choose for me, or employ 
me in : relieve me in all sadness and sickness, 
give me patience in my sorrows, confidence in 
thee, and grace to call upon thee in all tempta^ 
tions* O be thou my guide in all my actions^ 
my protector in all dangers : give me a healthful 
body and a clear understanding, a sanctified aaj 
just, a charitable and humble, a religious andii 
contented spirit : let not my life be miserable 
and wretched, nor my name stained with sin and 
shame, nor my condition lifted up to a tempting 
and dangerous fortune; but let my- state be. 
'^lessed, my conversation useful to my neigh- 
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bours, and pleasing to thee ; that, when my 
body shalJ lie down in its bed of darkness, my 
soul may pass into the regions of light, and live 
^th thee for ever; through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



Three Prayers, written hj Di. Johnson, on his 
Birth-Day, 

Almighty and most merciful Father, who yet 
i^arest and yet supportest me, who supportest me 
in my weakness, and sparest me in my sins, and 
hast now granted me to begin another year ; en- 
able me to improve the time which is yet before 
me to thy glory and my own salvation. Impress 
upon my soul such repentance of the days mis- 
spent in idleness and folly, that I may hence- 
forward diligently attend to the business of my 
station in this world, and to all the duties which 
thou hast commanded. Let thy holy Spirit 
comfort and guide me, that in my passage 
through the pains or pleasures of the present 
state I may never be tempted to forgetfulness of 
thee. Let my life be useful, and my death be 
happy ; let me live according to thy laws, and 
die with just confidence in thy mercy ; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Almighty and most mercifal Father, wTio hast 
granted me id prolong my life to another y ear^ look 
down upon me with pity. Let not my manifold 
sins and negligences avert from me thy fatherly re- 
gard. Enlighten my mind, that I may know my 
duty ; that I may perform it, strengthen my reso- 
lution. Let not another year he lost in vain delibe- 
rations ; let me remember, that of the short life of 
man, a great part is already past in sinfuUiess and 
sloth. Deliver me> gracious Lord> fvoia the 
bondage of evil customs, aad take not from me 
thy holy spirit ; but enable me so to spend my 
remaining days, that/by performing thy will, I 
may promote thy glory ; and grant, that after 
the troubles and disappoiutmeuts of this mortal 
state, I may obtain everlasting happiness ; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Arnen^ 



O God, the Creator and Preserver of all man* 
kind. Father of all mercies,, I thine unworthy^ 
servant do give thee most humble thanks for al^ 
thy goodaeas and lovingkindaess to»me. I bless 
thee for my creation, preservation^ ani redemp- 
tion, for the knowledge of thy Son Jesus Christy 
for the. means of grace,, and. the hope of glory.. 
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In the days of childhood and youth, in the 
midst of weakness, blindness, and danger, thou 
kBf^t protQCt«d me ; amidst aflStctions of mind^ 
body> and estate, thoti hast supported me ; and 
amidst vanity and wickedness thou hast spared 
me. Orant, O mercifu'l Father, that I may have 
m liyely sense of thy mercies. Create in me a 
ccmtrtte lieart, that I^may worthily lament my 
^iBs and acknowledge my wickedness, and obtain 
rescission and forgiveness through the satisfaction 
of Jesus Christ. And, O Lord, enable me, by 
thy grace, to redeem the time which I have 
apetut in sloth, vanity, and wickedness ; to maTce 
i»9e of thy gifts to the honour of thy name; to 
lead a uew life, in thy feith^ fear^ aud love; and 
finally, to obtain everlasting life. Grant this. 
Almighty Lord, for the merits and through the 
mediation of our most holy and blessed Saviour 
Jesus Christ ; to whom, with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, Three Persons, and One God, be all ho- 
^lourafid ^ry, world without end. Ameo. 
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Two Prayer$p wriiteH by Dr. Jobhbovi, on the 
New Year. 

Almighty God, merciful Fatker, who -hast 
granted to me the beginning ofan other year, grant 
that I may employ thy gifts to thy glory and my 
own salvation. Excite me to amend my life, 
give me good resolutions, and enable me to pur- 
form them. As I approach the grave, let my 
faith be invigorated, my hope exalted, and my 
charity enlarged. Take not from me thy Holy 
Spirit ; but in the course of my life protect me, 
in the hour of death sustain me, and, finally, re- 
ceive me to everlasting happiness ; for the sake 
Df Jesus Christ* Amen^ 



Alqaighty God, by whose will I was created, 
and by whose providence I have been sustained ; 
by whose mercy I have been called to the know* 
ledge of my Eedeemer, and by whose grace^ 
•whatever I have thought or acted acceptable to 
thee has been inspired and directed : grant, 
Lord, that in the reviewing of my past life I may 
recollect thy mercies to my preservation, ia 
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'wHatever state thou preparest for me ; that ia 
affliction I may rt^member how often I have been 
succoured, and in prosperity may know and 
confess from whose hand the blessing is receiv- 
ed. Let me, O Lord, so remember my sins, 
tliat I may abolish them by true'repentance ; and 
so improve the year to which thou hast graci- 
ously extended my life, an d* all the years which 
thou shalt yet allow me, that I may hourly be- 
come purer in thy sight; so that I may live in 
thy fear and die in thy favour, and find mercy 
at the last day ; for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



Five Prayers written by Dr. Johnson, previoiis to 
the commencement of his different studies. 

On the study qf religion. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, without 
whose help labour is useless, without whose light 
search is vain, invigorate my study and direct 
my enquiries, that I may, by due diligence and 
right discernment, establish myself and others in 
thy holy faith. Take not, O Lord, thy holy 
spirit from mej let not evil thoughts have domi- 
nion in my mind ; let me not linger in ignorance^ 
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but enlighten and support me ; for the sake of 
' Je«us Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Almighty God, ia whose hands are all the 
powers of man ; who gi vest understanding, and 
takest it away ; who, as it seemeth good unto 
thee, enlightenest the thoughts of the simple, 
and darkenest the meditations of the wise ; be 
present with me in my studies and enquiries. 
Grant, O Lord, that I may not lavish away tha 
life which thou-hast given me on useless trifles, 
nor waste it in vain searches after things which 
thou hast hidden from me. Enable me, by thy 
holy Spirit, so to shun sloth and negligence, that 
every day may discharge part of the task which 
thou hast allotted me ; and so further with thy 
help that labour, which, without thy help, must 
be ineffectual, that I naay obtain, in all my un« 
dertakings, such success as will most promote 
thy glory, and the salvation of my own soul ; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ. Ameiu 
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O God,. who hast ordained that whatever is t© 
be desired should be sought by labour ; and who^ 
by thy blessing, bringest honest labour to good 
effect ; look with mercy upon my studies and 
endeavours. Grant me,' O Lord, to design only 
what is lawful and right ; and afford me calmness 
of mind and steadiness of purpose, that I may so 
do thy will in this short life« as to obtain happiness 
in the world to come ; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Before tlie study of the law 4 

Almighty God, the giver of wisdom, without 
whose help resolutions are vain, without whose 
blessing study is ineffectual ; enable me, if it be 
thy will, to attain such knowledge as may qualify 
me to direct the doubtful, and instruct the ig- 
norant ; to prevent wrongs, and terminate con- 
tentions ; and grant that I may use that know- 
ledge which I shall attain to thy glory and my 
own salvation ; for Jesus Christ^s sake. Amen. 
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Before writing the Rambler. 

Almighty God, the giver of all good things, 
without whose help all labour is inefiectual, and 
without whose grace all wisdom is folly ; grant, 
I beseech thee, that in this my undertaking thy 
hbly Spirit may not be withheld from me ; but 
that I quay promote thy glory, and the salvation 
both of myself and others. Grant this, O Lord, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen« 



Prayers for persons advanced in l\fe, — Merbick. 

O gracious Lord, my Maker and my Preserver, 
I give thee thahks for the long continuance which 
thou hast granted me in this world, in order that 
I may be the better prepared for another. En- 
able me, by thy grace, to make a right use of 
the time afforded me, and give me a true and 
deep repentance of the sins which I have com- 
mitted. Support me, by thy help, under the 
infirmities of age ; keep me from covetousness, 
and fretfulness, and from all unreasonable fears 
and cares. Give me that degree of ease and 
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health which thou seest mgst convenient for me 5 
>vean my affections and desires from the things 
of this life, and keep me continually prepared 
for death ; through Jesuj Christ. Amen. 



DR. JOHNSON. 



Almighty God, moat merciful Pather, look 
down upon me with pity. Thou hast protected 
me in childhood and youth; support me, IiOrd, 
iri my declining years. Preserve me from the 
dangersof sinful presumption : give me, if it be 
best forme, stability of purposes, and tranquil- 
lity of mind : let the year which I have now be- 
gun be spent to thy glory, and to the furtherance 
of my salvation. Take not from me thy holy 
Spirit ; but as death approaches, prepare me to 
appear joyfully in thy presence ; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



jpy the same^ 

Almighty and most merciful Father, who hast 

continued my life from year to year, grant that 

by longer life I may become less desirous of sin* 

ful pleasures, and more careful of eternal har 

M 2 
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piness. As age comes upon me, let my mind be 
more withdrawn from vanity and folly, more en- 
lightened with the knowliidge of thy will, and 
more invigorated with resolution to obey it. O 
Lord, calm my thoughts, direct my desires, and 
fortify my purposes. If it shall please thee, give 
iquiet to my latter days; and so support me with 
thy grace, that J may die in thy favour ; for the 
sake of Jeeus Christ our Lord. Amen* 



Five Praters, writUn hf Dr. Johnson, preparatory 
to receiving the Sacrament. 

Almighty God» by whose mercy I am naw 
about to commemorate the death of my Redeem- 
er, grant that from this time I may so live, a» 
that his death may be efficacious to eternal hap* 
piness« Enable me to conquer all evil cu^oais i 
deliver me from evil and vexatious tbcaghts; 
grant me light to discover my duty, and grace to 
perform it. As my life advances, let roe become 
more pure and more holy. Take not from me 
thy holy Spirit, but grant that I may serve thee 
with diligence and confidence; and when thou 
«ha]t call me hence, receive me to everlasting 
happiness % for the sake of Jesus Chri«t our Iionl« 
Amen. 
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Almighty ^nd most merciful Father, look down 
npomriy misery with pity ; strengthen me, that 
I may oVercoine all sinful habits ; grant that I 
may, with e'fFectual faith, commemorate the 
death of thy'Son Jesus Christ, so that all corrupt 
desires may be extinguished, and all vain 
thoughts may be dispelled. 'Enlighten me with 
true knowledge, animate me with reasonable 
hope, comfort me with a just sense of thy love, 
and assist me to the performance of all holy pur« 
poses; that after the sins, errqrs, and miseries of 
this world, I may obtain everlasting happiness ; 
for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

Trust in God, O my 8(ml'. O God^ let me 
trust itt thee. ' ' ' . 



' Almighfy God, l^y whose mercy lam now per* 
mitted to cornmeniofaie my redemptiooby our 
Lord JeSus Christ, grantfthat this awful reraem-' 
brance niay sti^ngthen n/»y * faitli, enliven my 
hope, and increase my Chafity ; ttiat I may trust 
in thee with my whole *heart, and do good ac- 
cording to my power. Grant me the help of thy 
holy Spirit, that I may do thy will with dili- 
gence, and suffer it with humble patience; "^ 
that when thou shalt call me to judgment^ J 
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ing ifi thy holy temple. This day bast thoa 
given us thine only begotten Son, the mig^nty 
God, the Prince of Peace, as thou hadst promised 
through thy prophets : this 3ay do we "bend in 
gratitude before thee for the holy gift, the high 
behest which thou. Lord, m ihy inerciful and 
tender love towards the creatures of thy band, 
hast bestowed upoa • tu^^ vouchsafing to re- 
deem, through the intercession of thy pure 
and immaculate' Son, • t<ify tel)elHoi]s people ; 
and to turn them from their perverse and 
sinful ways to the, pure worship of thee,^ 
through the means and mediation of^our LOrd and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, the heir or all things, the 
brightness of thy glory, axld the express image 
of thyself. We praise^ we laud^ we extol thy 
mercy and thy . loyingkindness towards us. 
O let our gratitud^ ^^}^§ , fprth the fruits of 
thy goodness ; and aid us, with thy holy 
Spirit, to throw off the' old, and take upon 
us the new man ; that so devoting ourselves to 
thy service in purity of worship and simplicity 
of heart, the great sacrifice and atonement which 
thott hast accepted for the transgressions of oi^r 
former nature m^y not have been made in vaio. 
Endue us with thy grace, and strengthen us in 
thy faith, fear £^ad love, that we may wean all our 
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affections from the things of this worlds and set 
our hearts and feelings on the promises of bliss 
eternal^ which thou hast given us through thy 
Son, our Lord, our Saviour and Redeemer 
Jesus Christ ; to whom be all glory, and praise* 
and might, and dominion, with thee, and with 
the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever. Amen. 



For Good Friday^-^MSS. 



AH powerful Ruler of the universe, at whose 
mighty word the corners of the earth tremble, 
and the mountains shake to their bases ; who 
ridest on the storm, and doth let k>ose thine an* 
ger in the whirlwind ; O let thy justly -ex* 
cited wrath cease, and let not the fulness of 
thine indignation be poured out upon guilty man. 
In all humility we prostrate ourselves before 
thee ; we acknowledge our sin, and the weight 
of our transgression is very heavy upon us. Hear 
us, have mercy upon us, for we are fallen low 
and in despair. Thou, Lord, didsf send thy 
Son on earth for our redemption : thine only- 
begotten did leave the realms of bliss, to taste 
the bitter cup of misery and death, to drink the 
very dregs of human affliction. Rejected of 
men, whom he came down to save, he was a 
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maa of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; he 
was persecuted for our transgressions, and bruised 
for our iniquities ; a stranger on the earth which 
was fashioned by his hands, and an outcast 
among the people whom his Father had made. 
O Lord God, great disposer of events, where 
shall I hide my head ? where avoid thy dreadfiil 
presence ? I am ashamed of my nature, for the 
cruelty of man is great. I dread thy wraths for 
thy people have rebelled^ and have not heard thy 
word. They have laid their sacrilegious hands 
upon our Lord and Saviour ; they have smitten 
and scourged him, and led him out to crucifixion. 
They oppress him, and he is afflicted, but he 
opens not his mouth. He is brought as a lamb 
to the slaughter, but he is dumb, and reproach- 
etb them not. When I behold him stretched upoti 
the cross, in the agonies of death, surrounded by 
his persecutors, the bloody sweat dropping from 
the saci:ed brow of our Lord, our Master and 
Redeemer, how can I expect to escape the 
heavy and wrathful displeasure of the Ahnighty? 
Who shall redeem us from the burthen of our 
sin ? Who shall blot out our iniquities ? We 
cannot do these things of ourselves, for we a^e 
weak, frail, and fallible beings. Who shall 
be our guide ? Who shall open the gates of 
heaven, and bid us come in ? Thou> Lord, 
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whom we persecuted ; thou Saviqur of the 
M'orld, whom we smote, thou hast made thyself 
a propitiation for the wickedness of man, and 
hast offered up thine own immaculate body as a 
free-will offering and sacrifice for his transgress- 
ions. Thou, Lord C!)rist, who, when mocked, 
derided, artd insulted, in thy last bitter anguish 
didst pray for thy persecutors, thou shalt plead 
our cause with the avenging God, and avert the 
heavy j udgment of his anger. Thou shalt gather 
thy flock within the fold, and thy mercy shall 
grant what thy judgment would withhold. Thou 
wilt receive the penitent, nor shut the door upon 
the sinner who shall transgress no more. O Al- 
mighty God, let these our hopes be confirmed it 
thy mercy seat, and let the memory of this day's 
ingratitude and cruelty be washed away from 
the book of thy judgments: but impress upon 
our minds for ever the awful recollection, that 
it be a warning in the hour of temptation, a bar- 
rier against future transgression. Let the silent 
reproach it breathes within us, warm ,our souls 
with redoubled exertion to wash our crime 
away, and render ourselves worthy and meet 
partakers of the everlasting kingdom which is 
prepared above by our Lord and Saviour and 
Redeemer Jesus Christ j to whom, with Al- 
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mighty God^ and the Holy Spirit, be all praises 
for evermore. Amen. 



for Easter Day.^MSS. 

^ Almighty God, whose mercy and loviDgkind* 
ness are, like unto thy power, immeasurable and 
unbounded, receive our praises and thanksgivings 
for the abundant display of both, which we re- 
cord and celebrate this day. Thou hast over- 
come the power of death, and thrown open the 
gates of everlasting bliss to those who truly be- 
lieve and faithfully obey thy sacred word. 
Christ, thine only begotten Son, is risen from 
the dead, and hath dispelled the clouds that ga- 
thered round us ; hath given us new day, and of^ 
fared to us new hopes. Christ is risen, and sit- 
teth at thy right hand, O Lord, Father of all. 
He who has mediated for our sins, shall be our 
advocate with thee for thy continued mercy to- 
wards us. Our sins were grievous and heavy to 
bear, but he has relieved us from the burthen of 
them. Turn, then, O Lord, our grateful and 
obedient hearts toward the path our gracious 
Saviour hath opened before us. Cleanse us bam 
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all perverseness^ and instill into our minds good 
desires : teach us to set our affections above all 
•worldly tenoptation, and direct our regards to 
that point where only true happiness is to be 
found — in that haven, where, after the storms 
of life and the persecution of man ai'e hushed 
and are no more, we may rest from our labours 
in those blissful mansions which thou hast pre- 
pared for those that love thee, and reap the fruits 
of a well-fought iight against the temptations of 
our mortal state. Oh may my pious resolution, 
inspired by these reflexions^ never waver. May 
my heart, warmed by the contemplation of this 
day's mercy, never forget its duty, or turn from 
the tenor of thy precepts. I do not presume, O 
Lord, to profess to do these things of myself : I 
am weak and fallible, and without tliee my wisest 
and best resolves were vain and of no avail. 
Confirm the feelings within me, which, with 
winged hope, ascend the realms of bliss ; and 
let my steps not wander, wHUstmy thoughts are 
fixed on thee, O God Almighty, and thy Son, 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; to whom, 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and 
glory for ever. Amen. 



VQL, I, 
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Prayers to be used in sickness^ 

MSS. 

What though, O Lord, my sufFeringis be great 
and intenae, yet thou caast aUeviate or remove 
them by thy word. When I cry unto thee, it » 
kk confidence that thou wilt hear my prayer, and 
stretch out thy hand of pow^er to relieve me. 
Mercifully assist me, O gracious Grod, nor let my 
supplication be passed .unheeded, nor ray pe« 
tition be rejected ; for though I haT« sinned, yet 
kare I believed ; and it was the flesh that re- 
belled against me, when I neglected to do thy 
will, and act up to thy commands ; thou hast 
chastened me, and I complain not. Thou hast 
brought me back to reflect upon thy mercies and 
my own unworthiness, and on the bed of sick* 
ness I acknowledge thy past goodness whilst I 
labour under thy present displeasure: I bow 
me^ to -thy will, and submit without a murmur to- 
thy decree. It is thou. Lord, who hast given 
life, it is thine to take it at thy pleasure. 
Though heavy be my pains, and sore the evil 
that afflicts me, I will not cry out, or rebel against 
the mandate of my God. I will pray for allevi- 
ation, lest my mortal part should fail before I 
iiave made atonement for my past transgressions. 
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Teach m«, O Lord, thus to bear up against ail 
human alRiction, sad to arm my mind against 
anlversity, by tke great example af my Redeem- 
er ; that^ animated by his practice, and con- 
soled by his promises, I may look up to that 
goal, where all my woes shall steep, and, by 
thy good mfcrcy, my soul shall arrive at true bliss 
and happiness with thee, the Son and holy 
Spu-it, for ever and ever. Amen. 



JENkS. 

O mercifol God, thou hast long kept thy ser- 
vant under thy chastening hand, thou hast made 
me acquainted with grief, and my sickness is 
even become my familiar companion. Yet^ O 
blessed Lord, grant that I may not be impatient 
under thy chastisement, who art pleased to wait 
80 long for the return of a sinner : but let me 
remember that thou hast kind intentions even in 
thy bitterest dispensations ; that thou chastenest 
him whom thou lovest, and afflictest even those 
whom thou rcceivest. Teach me, O gracious 
Father, to see thy love in thy chastisement, that 
I may humble myself under thy mighty hand. 
Yet that my faith may not fail me, nor my pa-' 
tience be quite overcome, grant me ease and r'' 
N 2 
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laxation from my palo, and a happy conclusion 
of this long visitation. In the meantime, grant 
that I may neither despise thy chastening, nor 
faint under thy rebukes^ but employ the time 
>vhich thou lendest, and improve the affliction 
which thou continuest, as a gracious opportunity 
for my spiritual advantage ; that, under the de- 
cays of the body the inner man may be renewed 
day by day; and that whatever appertains to my 
everlasting salvation may be promoted and per- 
fected, through the riches of thy grace and the 
multitude of thy mercies, in Jesus Christ. Amen. 



DR. JOHNSON. 



Almighty God, merciful Father, whose provi- 
dence is over all thy works, look down with pity 
upon the diseases of my body, and the perturba- 
tions of my mind. Give thy blessing, O Lord, 
to the means which I shall use for my relief, and 
restore ease to my body, and quiet to my 
^thoughts. Let not my remaining life be made- 
useless by infirmities; neither let health, if thou 
shalt grant it, be employed by me in disobedi- 
ence to thy laws ; but give me such a sense of 
my pains as may 'humble me before thee, and 
such remembrance of thy mercy, as may .pro« 
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duce honest industry and holy confidence. And, 
O Lord, whether thou ordainest my days to be 
passed in ease or anguish^ take not from me thy 
Holy Spirit, hot grant that I may attain ever- 
lasting life ; for the sake of Jesifs €hnst ouir 
I:.ord» Amen* 



BISHOP tAYLbR. 



O God^ wonderful both in thy mercies ait<i 
judgments, grant that the sense of thy setvant*s 
present afflictions may not cause him to forget 
thy former mercies which thou hast bestowed 
upon him. O therefore let the remembrance of 
those many and great blessings he hath so long 
enjoyed at thy hands be now the proper motives 
and incentives to the virtues of patience and hu- 
mility ; causing him chearfully to resign him- 
Helf to thy blessed will, under alt the dispensa- 
^ tions of thy providence, though ever so hard ; 
and patiently to wait for \he return of thy lov-r 
ingkindness in Jesus, which is. better than hfe^ 
Amen. 



m3 
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DR. HAinfOND. 

O Lord, bless, keep, and deieod this thy ser- 
Taot with thy hearenly grace and benediction, 
that he may continue thine for ever, and daily 
increase in thy holy Spirit more and more, until 
he comes to thy everlasting kingdom. Let thy 
mighty hand and outstretched arm, O Lord, be 
ever his defence ; thy mercy and lovingkindness 
in Jesus Christ, thy dear Son, his salvation; thy 
true and holy word his instruction ; thy grace 
and holy Spirit his comfort and consolation ; 
both now and at the hour of death. Amen. ' 



BISHOP PATRICK. 



Look down, O Lord, we humbly beseech thee, 
with an eye of companion on thy poor distressed 
servant, who hath so long laboured under this 
heavy affliction ; and as the outward man is de- 
cayed^and brought tow by the tediousness of his 
distempers, do thou be pleased to support him in 
the inner man b^ the gracious assistance of thy 
holy Spirit. Give him unfeigned repentance 
for all the errors of his^ast life, and steadfast re- 
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solution to amend them, should length of days 
be allowed him. Grant him a lively hope of 
that inunortal bliss which is promised to all true 
christians ; implant in him a strong sense of thy 
iatherly love and care over him, which may 
make him heartily love and entirely confide in 
thee; and lead him in all ^confidence to resign 
both soul and body to thy all-wise and merciful 
disposal. We know there is nothing that is im- 
possible to thee. Thou canst bring him up even 
from the gates of death, and grant him a longer 
continuance among us. May it be thy good 
pleasure, O most gracious God, still to continue 
him here : spare him, O Lord, and deliver him 
also speedily from the misery under which he 
hath so long groaned. Increase and strengthen 
his patience, and fortify his mind under thy dis- 
pensations. Teach him to bear, with an equal 
mind, what thou thinkest fit to lay upon Jiim ; 
so that, approving himself to thee in these and 
all other virtues, while thou try est him by so 
sore an affliction, he may say at the last, with 
the holy Psalmist, "It was good for me that I 
was in trouble." Unto thy mercy we commend 
his case : send the Holy Spirit to be his com- 
forter, thy good angels to be his guardians; 
direct those who are to advise and prescribe the 
means of his restoration, and bring him to prai.« 
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thee again in the assemblies of thy saints upon 
earth, (or if thou hast otherwise disposed in thy 
wise counseU^) to praise thee in the great as- 
sembly of saints and angels in heaven ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lo.rd and only Saviour, to 
whom, with thee, and the Holy Spirit, be all 
praise, love, and obedience, world without end. 
Amen. 



Prayers to he used in trouble and ajgUction. 

MERRICK. 

Almighty God, who beholdest with compassion- 
and mercy the weakness and frailties of us thy 
sinful creatures, look down on me, I beseech 
thee, and deliver me, if it be thy blessed will^ 
from the distress of mind under which I labour. 
Strengthen my judgment and inform nr^y under* 
standing, that I may rightly know my duty ^ 
and grant that I may act on all occasions, and 
in every circumstance of life, in the manner 
most acceptable to thee. Pardon my secret sins 
and infirmities,, and preserve me from all wilfui 
neglects and offences. If thou seest it consistent 
with thy glory, and with the everlasting welfare 
of my soul, fill me with that fervency of affectioa 
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towards thee, and with that measure of spiritual 
comfort and assurance, which may preserve my 
mind in a frame of chearfulness and composure. 
But if trouble and bitterness of mind be more ex- 
pedient for me, continuts to me both this and all 
'Other afflictions which thou seest most conducive 
to my future happiness, and grant that I may 
bear them with patience and resignation. Let 
thy holy Spirit direct and support me under 
every trial, and enable me so to walk in thy faith 
and fear, that I may at last be received into thy 
heavenly kingdom ; through the merits and me- 
diation of thy Son Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 



BR. JOHNSON. 



Almighty and rtost merciful Father, who 
lovest those whom thou punishest, and turnest 
away thy anger from the penitent, look down 
with pity upon my sorrows, and grant that the 
affliction.which it has pleased thee to bring upon 
me may awaken my conscience, enforce my re- 
solutions of a better life, and impress upon me 
such conviction of thy power and goodness, that 
I may place in thee my only felicity, and en- 
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dear our to pl«ase thee in ail my thoughts, words, 
aiid actions. Grant O Lord, that I may^ not 
languish in fruitlcMV and unavailia^ lorrow, but 
that I may consider from whose haiMl all good 
and evil is receiyed, and may remember that I 
am punished for my sins, and hope for comfort 
only by repentance. Grant, O merciful God, 
that by the assiHtance of thy Holy Spirit I may 
repent and be comforted; obtain that peace 
which the world caaxiot give ; pa^Sfi the residue 
of my life in humble resignation and chearfal 
obedience ; and when it shall please thee to call 
me from this mortal state, resign myself mto thy 
hands with faith and confidence ; and finally ob- 
tain mercy and everlasting happiness ; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ eur Lord. Amen. 



JBf/ the same. 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, without whom 
all purposes are frustrate, all efforts are vain, 
grant me the assistance of thy Holy Spirit, that 
I may not sorrow as one without hope, but may 
now return to the duties of ray present state, with 
humble confidence in thy protection ; and so 
govern my thoughts and actions, that neither 
business may with draw my mind from thee, nor 
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idleness lay me open to vain imaginations ; that 
neither praise may fill me with pride, nor cen- 
sure with discontent ; but that in the changes of 
this life I may fix my heart upon the reward 
which thou hast promised to them that serve thee, 
and that whatever things are true, whatever 
things are honest, whatever things are just, 
whatever are pure, whatever are lovely, what- 
ever are of good report, wherein there is virtue, 
wherein there is praise, I may think upon and 
do, and obtain mercy and everlasting happiness. 
Grant this, O Lord, for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



Thanksgivings, 

DR. JOHNSON. 



Almighty God, my creator and my judge, 
who givest life, and takest it away, enable me 
to return sincere and humble thanks for my late 
deliverance from imminent death. So govern 
my future life by thy holy spiiit, that every day 
which thou shalt permit to pass over me may be 
spent in thy service, and leave me less tainted 
with wickedness, and more submissive to thy 
will. Enable me, O Lord, to glorify thee fo- 
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that knowledge of my corruption, and that sense 
of thy wrath, which my disease, and weakness, 
and danger awakened in my mind : give me 
such sorrow as may purify my heart, such in- 
dignation as may quench all confidence in my- 
self, and such repentance as may, by the inter- 
cession of my Redeemer obtain pardon. Let the 
commemoration of the sufferings and death of thy 
Son, which 1 am now, by thy favour, once more 
permitted to make, fill me w^ith faith,, hope, and 
charity : let my purposes be good^ and my reso- 
lutions unshaken ; and let me not be hindered or 
distracted by vain and useless fears; but, through 
the time that yet remains, guide me by thy holy 
spirit, and finally receive me to everlasting life, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 



By the same. 

Almighty God, our creator and preserver, 
from whom proceodeth all good, enable me to re- 
ceive, with humble acknowledgement of thy un- 
bounded benignity, and with due consciousness 
of my own un worthiness, that recovery and con- 
tinuance of health which thou hast granted me ; 
and vouchsafe to accept the thanks which I now 
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ofFer. Glory be to thee, O Lord, for this and 
all thy mercies. Grant, I beseech thee, that the 
health and life which thoa shalt yet allow me 
may conduce to my eternal happiness. ' Take not 
from me thy holy spirit, but so help and bless 
me, that when thou shalt call me hence I may 
obtain pardon and salvation ; for the sake of Je* 
sus Christ o«r Lord. Amen. . 



BISHOP TAYLOR. 



Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Je* 
«us Christ, who hath sent his angels, and kept 
me this day from the destruction that walketh at 
noon, and the arrow that flieth by day ; and 
hath giren me his spirit to restrain from those 
evils unto which my own weaknesses and evi! 
habits might otherwise betray me. Glory ^o thy 
holy name, O God of mercies, for thy consider- 
ation of an humble being like myself : but thou 
diat markest even a sparrow^s fall, shalt not for- 
sake the meanest of thy creatures. Blessing,- 
therefore, and honour, glory and power, be 
unto him that sitteth on the throne> and to the 
Lamb, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Holy is our God j holy is the Almighty 5 holy 
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is the Immortal. Holy, holy, holy. Lord God 
of Sabaoth. Glory be to thee on high. 



By the same, 

/ O Lord God, Father of mercies, the fountain 
of comfort and blessing, of life and peace, of 
plenty and pardon ; ^ho fillest heaven with thy 
glory, and earth with thy goodness ; I give thee 
most earnest, most humble, and most hearty 
thanks ; for thou hast refreshed me with thy 
comforts, and enlarged me with thy blessing ; 
thou hast made my flesh and my bones to rejoice ; 
for besides the blessings of all mankind, the 
blessings of nature, and 'the blessings of grace, 
the support of every minute, aud the comforts of 
every day, thou hast opened my bosom, and at 
thk time hast called forth more peculiarly the 
grateful feelings of my heart. What am I, O 
Lord, afid what is the life, and what are the ca- , 
pacities of thy servant, that thou shouldest do | 
this unto me ? that the great God of heaven and | 
earth should send out an angel of blessing to I 
avert the impeading evil, and to crown my ' 
prayers aund my wishes with success ? Praised 
be the Lord daily, that Holy One who helpeth 
us, and poureth his benefits upon us. He ii our 
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God^ of whom Cometh salvation. God is the 
L#ord by whom we escape death. Thou hast 
brought me to great honour, and comforted me 
on every side. Thou, Lord, hast made me glad 
through thy great mercy. I will rejoice in giv- 
ing praise for thy lovingkindness towards me. 
I will give thanks unto the Lord, and call upon 
his name. I will tell the people what things he 
hath done, and praise him among the multitude. 
Blessed be the Lord God, even the Lord God of 
Israel, which only doeth wondrous and gracious 
things; and bleased be 'the name of his majesty 
for ever ; and all the earth shall be filled with his 
majesty. Amen, amen. 



2 Thess. 2. 



Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God 
even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath 
given us everlasting consolation, and good hope 
through grace, comfort o^^r hearts, and stab! ish 
us in every good word and work. 



«^ 
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Numbers^ 6. 

The Lord bless us, and keep us ; the Lord 
make his face shine upon us, and be gracious 
unto us ; the Lord liit up hii counteuance upon 
us, and give us peace. 



PhiIippiao8> 4. 



The peace of God^. which passeth all un- 
derstanding, keep our hearts and minds through 
Christ J^sus. 
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PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE, 

Selected from the Books of Proverbs, EcdesU 
astesj Job^ Ecclesiasticus^ Wisdom y Deute-- 
ronomn/y Isaiah, Jeremiah, Joel, ^mos, 
Kc, arranged and classed under various 
heads, for instruction and meditation. 



St, Jerome, in his Epistle to Lccfa, concerning 
the education qf her daughter, <idvis€s her first Uy 
teach her the Psalms; " and let her,'' says he, " be 
entertained with those holy songs ; let her then be in^ 
structed in the convnon diuies of life by the Proverbs 
qf Solomon; let her learn, from Ecclesiastes, to de^ 
spise worldly things; transcribe from Job the prac- 
tice qf patience and tirtue ; let her. then pass to the 
Gospels, and never let them be out of her hand; and 
then imbibe with all the faculties qfher mind the 
Acts and Epistles,'* 

" Meditate upon these things, that thy prof tinjg^ 
may appear to all" 1 Tim, iv. 15r 
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I 

On the power and mercy of the Almighty. 

Eqclesiasticus. 

He that liveth foF ever created all things in ge« 
neral. The Lord only is righteous, and there is 
none other but he, ^ho governeth the world 
with the palm of his hand, and all things obey 
his will : for he is the King of all, by his power 
dividing holy things among them from profane. 
To whom hath he given power to declare his 
works ? and who shall find out hia noble acts ? 
Who shall number the strength of his majesty } 
and who shall also tell out his mercies ? As for 
the wondrous works of the Lord, there may no* 
thing be taken from them, neither may any 
thing be put unto them, neither can the ground 
of thenr be found out. When a man hath done, 
then he begin neth ; and when he leaveth ofi^ 
then he shall be doubtfiil. What is man, and 
whereto serveth he? what is his good, and what 
is his evil ? The number of a man's days at the 
most are an hundred years. As a drop of water 
unto the sea, and a gravel stone in comparison of 
the sand ; so are a thousand years to the day of 
eternity. iTherefore is God patient with them, 
and poureth out his mercy upon them. Jle saw 
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and perceiTed their eod to be evil ; therefore he 
multiplied his compassion. The mercy of man 
is toward his neighbour ; but the mercy of the 
Lord 19 upon all flesh : he reproveth^ and nur* 
turethj and teach eth, and bringeth again, as a 
shepherd his flock. He hath mercy on them that 
receive discipline^ and that diligently seek afler 
hisjudgments. 



Book of Wisdom. 

Surely rain are all men by nature, who are 
ignorant of God, and could not out of the good 
things that are seen know him that is : neither 
by considering the works did they jicknowledge 
the workmaster: but deemed either fire, or 
•wind, or the swift air, or the circle of the stars, 
or the violent water, or the lights of heaven, to 
be the gods which govern the world. With 
whose beauty if they being delighted took them 
to be gods ; let them know how much better the 
Lord of them is: for the first Author of beauty 
hath created them. But if they were astonished 
at their power and virtue, let them understand 
by them, how much mightier he is that made 
them. For by the greatness and beauty ojf the 
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creatures proportionably the maker of them k 
seen. 



Isaiah. 

Who hath measured the waters in the hollow 
of his hand, and meted out heaven with the spaR, 
and comprehended the dust of the earth in a 
measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, 
and the hills in a balance ? Who hath directed 
the Spirit of the Lord, or being his counseller 
hath taught him ? With whom took he counsel, 
and who instructed him, and taught *him in the 
path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, 
and shewed to him the way of understanding? 
Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, 
and are counted as the small dust of the balance : 
behold, he taketh up the isles as a very little 
thing. All nations before him are as nothing; 
and they are counted to him less than nothings 
and vanity. To whom then will ye liken God ? 
or what likeness will ye compare unto him ? It 
is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, 
and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers ;. 
that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, that 
spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in : that 
bringeth the princes to nothing ; he maketh the 
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judges of the earth' as vanity. Yea, they shall 
not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown; 
yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth : 
and he shall also blow upon thein^ and they shall 
wither; and the whirlwind shall take them away 
as stubble. To whom then will ye liken me, or 
ahall I be equal ) 'satth the Holy One. Lift up 
yo«r eyes on hi^h, and behold who hath created 
these things, that ■ bringeth out their host by 
iium)>er : he calleth them all by names by the 
greatness o£ his might, for that he is strong iu 
pover; not one iaileth. Why say est thou, O 
Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid 
from the Lord, and my judgment is parsed over 
from my God? Hast thou not known ? hast thou 
not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord« 
the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth 
not, neither is weary ? there is no searching of 
his understanding. He giveth power to the 
faint; and to them that have no might he in« 
creaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint 
and be weary» and the young men shall utterly 
fall: but they that wait upon the Lord shall re- 
new their strength ; ihey shall mount up with 
wings as eagles ; they sl^all run and not be weary^ 
and they shall walk and not faint. - 
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Job, 

Behold^ God exalteth by his power : who 
teacheth iike htm ? Hemember that thou mag- 
nify his work^ which men behold. Every roan 
may see it ; man may behold it afar off. Behold, 
God is greats and we know him not; neither can 
the number of his years be searched out. Heark* 
en uQto this^ O Job : stand still, and consider the 
wondrous works ot God. Dost thou know when 
God disposed them, and caused the light of his 
cloud toshin^ ? Dodt thou know the balancings 
of the cloudii thti wondrous works of him which 
is perfect in knowk'dge? Also can any under- 
stand the spreading or the clouds^ or the noise of 
his tabernacle ? Put ask now the beasts, and 
they shall teach thee ; and the fowls of the air, 
and they s.iall tell thee : or speuk to the eaith, 
and it shall teach thee : and the iishes of the sea 
shall declare unto thee. Who knoweth not ia 
all these that the hand of the Lord hath wrought 
this ? In whose hand is the soul of every living 
thing, and the breath of ail maukiiid. With the 
ancient is wisdom ; and in length of day» under- 
standing. With him is wwdom and s.'rength,.hc 
hath counsel and undei standing. Behoid, he 
withholdcth the waters, aud they dry up : alsa 
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he sendeth them out, and they overturn the 
earth. Behold, hebreaketh do\vn,^and it cannot 
be built up again. With hiiu i.^; strength and 
-wisdom : he stretcheth. out the north over the 
empty place, and haugeth the earth upon no* 
thing. He bindeth up the waters in his thick 
clouds, and the cloud is not rent under them. 
He holdeth back the face of his throne, and 
spreadeth his cloud upon it. He hath compassed 
the waters with bounds, until the day and night 
come to an t;Dd. The pillars of heaven tremble, 
and are astonished at his reproof. He divideth 
tbe sea with his power, and by his understand- 
ing he smiteth through the proud. By his Spirit 
he hath garnished the heavens : his hand hath 
formed the crooked serpent. Lo, these are parts 
of his ways : but how little a portion is heard of 
him? but the thunder of his power who can un- 
derstand ? 



From the same. 

Is not God in the heightof heaven ? and be- 
bald the height of the stars, how high they are ! 
And thou sayest. How doth God Jinow? can he 
judge . through the dark cloud ? TThick clouds 
are a covering to him, that he sceth not ; and he 
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.'goeth 
3 1 also, 

\ taketh 

Sty unto 
^ art, and 

'himself 
.fiiich re- 
,aey know not: 
' ^ in his anger. Which 

^at of her place, and the pil- 
. ^ .emble. Which commandeth the 

Q^ 1 , xC riseth not ; and sealeth up the stars. 
1 A alone spreadeth out the heavens, and 
^f^eth upon the waves of the sea. Which 
J Jjketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the 
^/jambersofthe south. Which doeth great things 
past finding out; yea, and wonders without 
number. Dominion and fear are with him, he 
maketh peace in his high places. Is there any 
number of his armies ? and upon whom doth not 
his light arise ? How then can man be justified 
with God ? or how can he be clean that is born 
of a woman ? Behold even to the moon, and it 
shineth not; yea, the stars are not pure in his 
sight. How much less man, that is a worm ? and 
the son of man, which is a worm ? 
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On the superintending providence cf God. 
Ecclesiasticus. 

Say not thou, I will hide myself from the 
Lord : shall any remember me from abore ? I 
shall not be remembered among so many people : 
for what is my soul among such an infinite num* 
ber of creatures? Behold^ the heaven, and the 
heaven of heavens, the deep, and the earthy and 
all that therein is, shall be moved when he shall 
visit. The mountains also and fonndatkms of the 
earth shaH be shaken with trembling, when the 
Lord looketh upon them. No heart can think 
upon these things worthily : and who is^ able id 
conceive his ways ? It is a tempest which no 
man can see : for the most part of hfs works are 
hid. Who can declare the works of his justice ? 
or who can endure them? for his covenant is 
afar off, aiMl the trial of all things is in the end. 
He that wanteth understanding will think upon 
vaia,things : and a foolish man erring imagineth 
follies. The works of the Lord are done in judg- 
ment from the beginning : and from the time he 
made them he disposed the parts thereof. He 
garnished his works for ever, and in his hand 
are the chief of them unto all generations : they 
neither labour, nor are weary, nor cease from 
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their works. None of them hindereth another, 
and they shall never disobey his word. After 
this the Lord looked upon the earthy and filled it 
with his blessings. With all manner of living 
things hath he covered the face thereof; and 
they shall return into it again. The Lord created 
man of theeartb> and turned him into it again. 
He gave them few days, and a short time, and 
power also over the things therein. He endued 
them with strength by themselves^ and made 
them according to his image, and put the fear of 
man upon all flesh, and gave him dominion over 
beasts and fowls. They received the use of the 
five operations of the Lord, and in the sixth place 
he imparted them understanding, and in the se- 
venth speech, an interpreter of the cogitations 
thereof. Counsel, and a tongue, and eyes, 
ears, and a heart, gave he them to understand. 
Withal he filled them with the knowledge of 
understanding, and shewed them good and evil. 
He set his eye upon their hearts, that he might 
shew them the greatness of his works. ' He gave 
them to glory in his marvellous acts for ever, 
that they might declare his works with under- 
standing. And the elect shal^ praise his holy 
nanie. Beside this, he gave them knowledge, 
and the law of life for an heritage. He made an 
everlasting covenant with them, and shewed 



PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 15^ 

them his judgments. Their eyes saw the majes- 
ty of his glory, and their ears heard his glorious 
voice. And he said unto them. Beware of ali 
unrighteousness ; and he gave every man coni- 
mandment concerning his neighbour. Their 
ways are ever before him, and shall not be hid 
from his eyes. Therefore all their works are 
as the sun before him, and his eyes are continu- 
ally upon their ways. None of their unrighteous 
deeds are hid from him, but all their ^ins are 
before the Lord, But the Lord being gracious, 
and knowing his workmanship, neither left nor 
forsook them, but spared them. The- alms of a 
man is as a signet with him, and he will keep the 
good deeds of a man as the apple of the eye, and 
give repentance to his sons and daughters. After- 
wards he will rise up and reward tliera, and ren- 
der their recompense upon their heads. But 
unto them that repent, he granted them to re- 
turn, and comforted those that failed in patience. 
His mercy is manifest to every creature ; and he 
hath separated his light from the darkness with 
an adamant. He is mighty to forgive, and to 
pour out displeasure. As his mercy is great, so 
is his correction lilso : he judgeth a man accord- 
ing to his works. The sinner shall not escape 
with his spoils ; and the patience of the godly 
shall not be frustrate. Make way for every 
p 2 
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work of mercy ; for every man shall find accord* 
ing to his works. For the wisdom of the Lord is 
greats and he is mighty in power, and beholdeth 
ail things : and his eyes are upon them that fear 
him, and he knoweth every ^york of man. 



On the fear and lore qf Cod. 
Ecclesiaiticus. 

The fear of the Lord is honour, and glory, and 
gladness, aud a crown of rejoicing. The fear of 
the Lord maketh a merry heart, and giveth joy» 
and gladness, and a long life. Whoso feareth 
the Lord, it shall go well with him at the last, 
and he shall find favour in the day of his death. 
To fear the Lord is the beginning of wisdom : 
and it was created with the faithful in the 
womb. She hath built an everlasting founda* 
tion with men, and she shall continue with their 
seed. To fear the Lord is fulness of wisdom, and 
iilleth men with her fruits. She filleth all their 
house with things desirable, an4 the garners 
with her increase. The fear of the Lord is a 
crown of wisdom, making peace and perfect 
health to flourish ; both which are the gifts of 
God : and it enlargeth their rejoicing that love 
him. Wisdom raineth down skill and know* 
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ledge of understanding, and exaiteth tLem to 
honour that hold her fast. If thou desire wis- 
dom, keep the commandments, and the Lord 
shall give her unto thee. The root of wisdom is 
to fear the Lord, and the branches thereof are 
Jong life. He that keepeth the law of the Lord 
getteth the understanding thereof: and the per- 
fection of the fear of the Lord is wisdom. The 
fear of the Lord is all wisdom ; and in all wisdom 
is the performance of the law, and the know- 
ledge of his omnipotency. If a servant say to his 
master, I will not do as it pleaseth thee; though 
afterward he do it, he angereth him that nou- 
risheth him. The knowledge of wickedness is 
not wisdom, neither at any time the counsel of 
sinners prudence. He that hath small under- 
standing, and feareth God, is better than one 
that hath much wisdom, and transgresseth the 
law of the Most High. Distrust not the fear of 
the Lord when thou art poor : and come not 
unto him with a double heart. The fear of the 
Lord driveth away sins : and where it is present,, 
it turneth away wrath. The knowledge of the 
commandments of the Lord is the doctrine of 
of life : and they that do things that please him 
shall receive the fruit of the tree of immortality. 



t3 
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From the same. 

Ye that fear the Lord, wait for his mercy ; and 
go not aside, lest ye fail. Ye that fear the Lord, 
believe him; and your reward shall not fail. 
Ye that fear the Lord, hope for good^^ and for 
everlasting joy and mercy. Look at the genera- 
tions of old, and see; did ever any trust in the 
Lord, and was confounded ? or did any abide in 
his feari and was forsaken ? or whom did he ever 
despise, that called upon him ? For the Lord is 
full of compassion and mercy^ longsufFt^ring, and 
very pitiful, and forgiveth sins, and saveth in 
time of affliction. They that fear the Lord will 
not disobey his word ; and they that love him 
will keep his ways. They that fear the Lord 
wilt seek that which is welipleasing unto him ; 
and they that love him shall be filled with the law. 
They that fear the Lord will prepare their hearts, 
and humble their souls in his sight, saying, We 
will fall into the hands of the Lord, and not 
into the hands of men: for as his majesty is, so 
is his mercy. 

Frofn the same. 

Oh, how great is he that findeth wisdom ! yet 
is there none above him that feareth the Lord ; 
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riches and strength lift up the heart : but the fear 
of the Lord is above them both : there is no want 
in the fear of the Lord^ and it needeth not to seek 
help. Among brethren he that is chief is honour- 
able ; so are they that fear the Lord in his eyes. 
The fear of the Lord goeth before the obtaining 
of authority : but roughness aiid pride is the 
losing thereof. Great men, and judges, and po- 
tentates, shall be honoured ; yet is there none of 
them greater than he that feareth the Lord. 
Whether he be rich, noble, or poor, their glory 
is the fear of the Lord. The love of the Lord 
passeth all things for illumination : he that hold* 
cth it, whereto shall he be likened ? The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of his love : and 
faith is the beginning of cleaving unto him. 



From the same. 

There is nothing better than the fear of the 
Lord, and there is nothing sweeter than to take 
heed to the commandments of the Lord. It is 
great glory to follow the Lord, and to be received 
of him is long life. Fear the Lord with all thy 
soul, and reverence his priests. Love him that 
made thee with all thy strength, and forsake not 
his ministers. Whoso feareth the Lord will re- 
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ceive his discipline; and they that seek him 
early shall find favour, [j^bere shall no evil hap- 
pen unto him that feareth the Lord ; but in 
temptation even again he will deliver him. 
The spirit of thote that fear the Lord shall live; 
for their hope is in him that saveth them. Whoso 
feareth the Lord shall not fear nor be afraid ; 
for he is his hope. Blessed is the soul of him 
that feareth the Lord : to whom doth he look ? 
and who is his strength ? For the eyes of the 
Lord are upon them that love him, he is their 
mighty protection and strong stay, a defence 
from heat, and a cover from the sun at noon, a 
preservation from- stumbling, and an help from 
falling. He raiseth up the soul, and lighteneth 
the eyes: he givcth "health, life, and blessing-. 
Love the Lord all thy life, and call upon him for 
thy salvation. 

Proverbs. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom; and the knowledge of the Holy is under- 
standing. The fear of the Lord tendeth to life: 
and he that hath it shall abide satisfied ; he shall 
not be visited with evil. The fear of the Lord is 
a fountain of lifcj to depart from the snares of 
death. By mercy and truth iniquity is purged ; 
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and by the fear of the Lord men depart from 
evil- The fear of man bringth a snare : but 
whoso patteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe. 
In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence ; 
and his children shall have a place of refuse. 



On righteouMeM, UTid the happinesB qfthe righteoui. 

' Ecclesiasticus. 

Blessed is the man that hath not slipped with 
his mouthj and is not pricked with the multitude 
of sins. Blessed is he whose conscience hath 
not condemned him^ and who is not fallen from 
his hope in the Lord. Blessed is the man that 
doth meditate good things iu wisdom> and that 
reasoneth of holy things by his understanding. 



Book of Wisdom. 

Love righteousness^ ye that be judges of the 
earth*; think of the Lord with a good heart, 
and in simplicity of heart see^k him. For he will 
be found of them that tempt him not : aud 
bhewcth himself unto such as do not- distrust 
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him. For froward thoughts separate from God ; 
and his power, when it is tried, reproveth the 
unwise. For into a malicious soul wisdom shall 
not enter : nor dwell in the body that is subject 
unto sin. For the holy spirit of discipline will 
flee deceit, and remove from thoughts that are 
without understanding, and wilt not abide w^hen 
righteousness cometh in. And if a man love 
righteousness, her labours are virtues : for she 
leacheth temperance and prudence, justice and 
fortitude : which are such things, as men can 
have nothing more profitable in their life. 



Job'. 

Behold, happy is the man whom God correct- 
eth : therefore despise not thou the chastening of 
the Almighty : for he maketh sore, and bindeth 
up : he woundeth, and his hands make whole. 
He shall deliver thee in six troubles : yea, in 
seven, there shall no evil touc^ thee. lii famine 
he shall redeem thee from death : and in war 
from the power of the sword. Thou shalt be hid 
from the scourge of the tongue : neither shalt 
thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh. 
At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh : nd-^ 
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ther shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of the 
earth. And thou shalt know that thy taberna- 
cle shall be in peace ; and thou shalt visit thy 
habitation, and shalt not sin. Thou shalt know 
also that thy seed shall be great, and thine off- 
spring as the grass of the earth. Thou shalt 
come to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock 
of corn cometh in, in his season. I,o this, we 
have searched it, so it is ; hear it, and know 
thou it for thy good. 



Isaiah. 

He that walketh righteously, and speaketh up- 
rightly ; he that despiseth the gain of oppress^ 
ions, that shaketh his hands from holding of 
bribes, that stoppeth hii:.ears from hearing of 
blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; 
he shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall 
be the munitions of rocks : bread shall be given 
him ; his waters shall be sure. Thus saith the 
Lord, Keep ye judgment, and do justice : for my 
salvation is near to come, and my righteousness 
to be revealed. Blessed is the man that doeth 
this^ and the 90Q of man that layeth hold on it ; 
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that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it^ and 
keepeth his hand from doing any evil. Also the 
SODS of the stranger that join themselves to the 
Lord^ to serve him, and to love the name of the 
Lord, to be his servants, every one that keepeth 
the sabbath from polluting it^ and taketh hold of 
my covenant. Even unto them will I give in 
mine house, and within my walls, a place and a 
name better than of sons and of daughters : I 
will give them an everlasting name, that shall not 
be cut off. Even them will I bring to my holy 
mountain, and make them joyful in my house of 
prayer ; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
shall be accepted upon mine altar : for my house 
shall be called an house of prayer for all people. 



Jer Jmiah. 

Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, 
and whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be as 
a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth 
out her roots by the river, and shall not see when 
heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green ; and 
shall not be careful in the year of drought, nei- 
ther shall cease from yielding fruit. The heart 
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h deceitful above ali diings, ancf desperately 
wicked : wht) can know it f I the Lord search 
the heart, I try the reiris, even to give every 
man according to- his* waysj and according to 
ehe fruit of his doings. 



Deuteronomy* 

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt heark«- 
en diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy 
God, to observe and to do all his commandments 
which I command thee this day, that the Lor<L 
thy Crod will set thee on high above all nations- 
of the earth.: and all these blessings shall come 
on thee and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearkea 
unto the voice of the Lord thy God. Blessed 
shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou 
be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of thy 
body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit 
of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the 
flocks of thy sheep. Blessed shall be thy basket, 
and thy store. Blessed shalt thou be when thou 
comestin, and blessed* shait thou' be when thou 
goest out. The Lord shall cause thine enemies 
that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy 
face : they shall come out against thee one way, 
and flee before thee seven ways. The Lord shall 

YOV I. Q 
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command the blessing upon thee in thy store- 
houses, ^nd in all that thou settest thine hand 
unto ; and he shall bless thee in the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee. The Lord shall 
establish thee an holy people unto himself, as be 
faath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the 
commandments of the Lord thy God, and walk 
in his ways. And all people of the earth shall 
see that thou art called by the name of the Lord ; 
and they shall be afraid of thee. And the Lord 
shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of 
thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the 
fruit of thy ground, tn the land which the Lord 
flware unto thy fethers to give thee. The Lord 
shall open unto thee his good treasure, the 
heaven to give thee rain unto thy land in his 
seasoii, and to bless all the work of thine hand : 
and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou 
Aalt not borrow. 
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Virtue and vice contrasted* 

Book of Wisdom. 

Glorious is the fruit of good labours : aad tlie 
root of wisdom shall never fall away. Though 
the righteous be prevented vrith deaths yet shall 
he be in rest. For honourable age is not that 
which standeth in length of time^ nor that is 
measured by number of years. But wisdom i« 
the gray hair unto men^ and an unspotted life is 
old age. He pleased God, and was beloved of 
him: so that living amongst sinners he was trans* 
feted. Yea, speedily he was taken away, lest 
that wickedness should alter his understandings 
or deceit beguile his soul. lie, being made per- 
fect in a short time, flilfilled a long time: for hi» 
soul pleased the Lord, therefore hasted he to take 
bim away from among the wicked. l*bis the 
people saw, and understood it not, neither laid 
they up this in their minds. That his ^race and 
mercy is with his saints, and that he hath a re-^ 
spect unto his chosen. Thus the righteous that 
is dead shall condemn the ungodly wiiich are- 
living • and youth that is soou perfected the 
nwmy years and old age of the unrighteous. For 
they shall see the end of the wise, and shall nol: 
Q 2 
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understand what God in his counsel hath decreed 
of bim> and to what end the Lord hath set him 
in safety. The^ shall see him> and despist: him ; 
but God shall laugh them to scora : and they shaU 
hereafter be a tile carcase, and a reproach , 
^(HUong the dead for evermore. Tor he shall rend 
tiienij ^d cast them dowa headlong, that they 
sball he speechless: and h« shall shake them 
fJTQm ihe foundation : «od they shall be utterly 
laid waste, ^nd be ia ioitow : imd their memo- 
m\ shall perish. Aod when they cast up the 
accounts of thiiir ains^ they th^l come with 
fear; and their own iniquities shall convince 
them to their £ice. But the souls of the right* 
eou0 are in the hand of God, and there shall oe 
torment touch them. In the sight of the nvwise 
tbey seemed to die : and tl^eir departure istaken 
for n&isery, and their going from us to be utter 
destruction: bjut they are in peace* For though 
they b^ punished in lihe sighl; of fien, yM i» 
their hope full of immortality* And h^iog been- 
a little chastised, they shall be greatly r<^ward- 
ed : for God proved thenij and found then 
worthy for himself. As gold in the furnace hath 
b« tried them and received them as a burnt 
offering. And in the time of their visitation 
they shall shinej and run to and fro like spaito 
^niong the stubble. ^ They shall jui4ge the nfti 
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tions^ and have dominion over the people, and 
their Lord shall reign for ever. They that put 
their trust in him shall understand the truth : 
and such as be faithful in love shall abide with 
him i for grace and mercy is to his saints, and he 
hath care for his elect. But the ungodly shall be 
punished according to their own imaginations^ 
which have neglected the righteous, and for-^ 
saken the Lord. For whoso despiseth wisdom 
and nurture^ he is miserable, and their hope is 
vain, their labours unfruitful, and their works 
unprofitable. For ^though they live long, yet" 
shall they be nothing regarded: and their last 
age shall be without honour. Or, if they die 
(juickly, they have no hope, neither comfort im 
the day of triaL 



From the same^ 

The ungodly said, reasoning with themselves^ 
but not^ aright, Our life is short and tedious, ^nii 
in the death of a man there is no remedy : nei^ 
iher was there any man known to have returned 
from the grave. For we are born at ail adven-« 
lure : and we shall be . hereafter^ as though we 
had never been ; for the breath in our nostrih ift 
as smoke, and a little spark in the moving ofowt 
U3 
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lieart: which tieing extinguished, our body shall 
be turned into ashes, and our spirit shall vanish 
as the soil air, and our name shall be forgotten 
in time, and ao man shall have our works in re- 
membrance, and our life shall pass away as the 
trace of a cloud, and shall be dispersed as a 
mist that is driven away with the beams of Che 
san, and overcome with the heat thereof. For 
•ur tine is a very ahadow that passeth away f 
and after our end there is no returning : for it is 
fiist sealed, so that no man cometh again. Coom 
on therefore, let us ei\joy the good things that 
are present ; and let us speedily use the crea- 
tnres like as in youth. Let us iill ourselves with 
tostly wine and ointments : and kt no flower of 
the spring pass by us. Let us crown ourselves 
with rosebuds before they be withered. Let 
none of us go without his part of our voluptuous- 
ness: let us leave tokens of our joy fulness in 
every place : for this is our portion^ and our lot 
13 this. Let us oppress the poor righteoos man, 
kt us not spare the widow, aor reverence the 
anoient gray hat«s of the aged. Let our atrenglli 
be the law of justice ; for that which ia feeble if» 
fband to be nothing worth. Therefore let us lie 
in wait fi»r the righteous : because he is not for 
our turn, and he is clean contrary to our doings ; 
he upbraideth us with our offending the kw» 
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and objecteth to our infamy the transgreaaiont 
of our education. He professeth.. to haTO the 
knowledge of God : and he calleth himself the 
child of the Lord. He was made to reprove our 
thoughts. He is grievous unto us even to be- 
hold : for his life is not like other men's, his 
ways are of another fashion. We are esteemed 
ef him as counterfeits ; he abstaineth from our 
ways as from filthiuess : he proneunceth the end 
of the just to be blesst^d, and maketh his boast 
that God is his father. Let us see if his words 
be true : and let us prove what shall happen in 
the end of him. For if the just man be the soir 
i>fGod, he will help him, and deliver him from . 
the hand of his enemies. Let us examine htm 
witb detpitefulness and torture, that we Biay 
know his meekness, and prove his patience. 
Let us condemn him with a shameful death : for 
by his own saying he shall be respected. Such 
things they did imagine, and were deceived : for 
their own wickedness hath blinded them. As 
for the Biysteries of God, they knew them not : 
i^either hoped they for the -^ages of righteous- 
ness : nor discerned a reward for blameless souls. 
For God created man to be immortal^ and made 
him to be an image of his own eternity.' Ne* 
verthelesB through envy of the devil came death 
ijito the world : and they that do hold of his* 
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side do find it. Then shall the righteous mait 
stand in great boldness before the face of such ds 
have afflicted him^ and made no account of his 
labours. When they see it, they shall be trou- 
bled "with- terrible fear, and shall be amazed at 
the strangeness of hia salvation, so far beyond all 
that they looked for. And they repenting and 
groaning for anguish of spirit shall say within 
themselves. This was he whom we had some- 
times in derision, and a proverb of reproacb^. 
We fools accounted his life madness ; and hi^ 
end to be without honour. How is he numbered 
among the children of God, and his lot is among 
the Saints ! Therefore have we erred from the- 
way of truth, and the light of righteousness hath 
not shined unto us, and the sun of righteousness 
rose not upon us. We wearied ourselves in the 
way of wickedness and destruetron : yea, we 
have gone through deserts, where there lay no- 
way : but as for the way of the Lord, we have not 
known it. What hath pride profited us ? or what 
good hath riches with our vaunting brought us h 
^ j^ll those thiols are passed away like a shadow,, 
and as a post that hasteth by ; a4id as a ship- 
that passeth over the wavea of the water, which 
when it is gone by, the trace thereof cannot be 
found, neither the pathway of the keel in the 
^ave&j or as wheaa bird hath flawa thwuglk 
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the air, there is no token of ber way to be found, 
but the light air being beaten with the stroke of 
her wings, and parted with the violent noiieand 
motion of them, is passed through, and therein 
afterwards no sign where she went is to be 
found : or like as when an arrow is shot at a 
mark, it parteth the air, which immediately 
Cometh together again, so that a man cannot 
know where it went through. Eren so we, in 
Kke mannerj as soon as we were born, began to 
ckaw to oar end, and had no sign of virtue to 
ahew ; but were consumed in our own wicked- 
ness. Por the hope of the ungodly is like dust 
tf)at is blown away with the wind ; like a thin 
froth that is driven away with the storm ; like 
as the smoke which is dispersed here and there 
with a tempest, andpasseth away as the remem- 
brance of a guest that tarrieth but a day. But 
the righteous live for evermore; their reward 
^so is with the Lord, and the care of them is 
with the Most High. Therefore shall they re- 
ceive a glorious kingdom, and a beautiful crown 
from the Lord's hand : for with his right hand 
«hali he cover thc;m, and with his arm i»hall he 
protect them. 
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Proverbs. 

Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose non^ 
of his ways. The curse of the Lord is in the 
house of the wicked : but he blesseth the habi- 
tation of the just. The Lord is' far frj>m the 
wicked: but he heareth the prayer^rhe righte- 
ous. The path of the just is as the shining lights 
that shiueth more and more unto the perfect day» 
The way of the wicked is as darkness : they 
know not at what they stumble. The righteous- 
ness of the perfect shall direct his way, but the 
wicked shall fall by his own wickedness. Though 
hand join in hand» the wicked shall not be uu« 
punished : but the seed of the righteous shall be 
delivered. Treasures of wickedness profit no* 
thing : but righteousness delivereth from death. 
The Lord will not sufler the soul of the righteous 
to famish: but he casteth away the substauce of 
the wicked. 



From the same* 

Be not thou envious against evil men^ neither 
desire to be with them : for their heart studieth 
destriictionj and their lips talk of mischief. 
Fret not thyself because of evil men, neither be 
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thou envious at the wicked : for there shall be 
no reward to the evil man ; the candle of the 
wicked shall be put out. Let not thiue heart 
envy sinners : but be thou in the fear of the 
Lord all the day long. For surely there is an 
end, and thine expectation shall not be cut off. 
The hope of the righteous shall be gladness, but 
the expectation of the wicked shall perish. 
Blessings are upon the head of the just: but vio- 
lence covereth the mouth of the wicked. The 
memory of the just is blessed : but the name of 
the wicked shall rot. The tongue of the just is 
as choice silver : the heart of the wicked is Httle 
worth. The lips of the righteous feed many : 
but fools die for want of wisdom. The blessing 
t)f the Lord it maketh rich, and he addeth no 
sorrow with it. The wicked flee when no maa 
pursueth; but the righteous are bold as a lion. 
The fear of the wicked it shall come upon him : 
but the desire of the righteous shall be granted. 
As the whirlwind passeth^ «> is the wicked no 
qiore : but the righteous is. an everlasting found* 
ation. Lay not wait, O wicked man, against tie 
dwelling of the righteous, spoil not his resting 
place : for a just man falleth seven times, and 
riseth up again ; but the wicked shall fall into 
mischief. 
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Ecclesiastes. 

God gireth to a man that is good in his sight 
wisdom^ and knowledge^ and' joy : but to the sin- 
ner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, 
that he may g^ve to him that is good before God. 
AD things have I seen in the days of my vanity : 
there is a just man that perish eth in his rights 
eousness, and there is a wicked man that pro- 
longeth his life in his wickedness. I said in 
mine hearty God shall judge the righteous and 
the wicked : for there is a time there for erery 
purpose, and for every work. Because sentence 
against an evil work is not executed speedily, 
therefore the heart of ihe sons of men is fully set 
in them to do evil. Though a sinner do evil an 
hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet 
surely I know that it shall be well with them that 
fear God, which fear before him: but it shall not 
be well with the wicked, neither shall he pro- 
long his days, which are as a shadow ; because 
he feareth not before God. Lo^ this only have I 
fbund, that God hath made man upright ; but 
they have sought out many inventions. For ali 
this I considered in' my heart' oven to declare aU' 
thi», that the righteous and the wise, and their 
works, ace in tlie hands of God. 
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EcclesiasticuSk 

Envy not the glory of a sinner : for thoa 
knowest not what shall be his end. Delight not 
in the thing that the ungodly have pleasure in ; 
but remember they shall not go unpunished unto * 
their grave. Great travail is created for every 
man^ and an heavy yoke is upon the sons of Adam, 
from the day that they go out of their mother's 
womb, till the day that they return to the mother 
of all things. Their imagination of things to 
come, and the day of death trouble their thoughts, 
and cause fear of heart ; from him that sittethpn 
a throne of glory, unto him that is humbled in 
earth and ashes ; from him that weareth purple 
and a crown, unto him that is clothed with a linen 
frock. Wrath, and envy, trouble, and unquiet- 
ness, fear of death, and anger, and strife, and in 
the time of rest upon his bed his night sleep, do 
change his knowledge. A little or nothing is his 
rest, and afterwards he is in his sleep, as in a day 
of keeping watch, troubled in the vision of his 
heart, as if he were escaped out of a battle.' 
When all is safe, he awaketh, and marvelleth 
that the fear was nothing. Such things happen 
unto all flesh, both man and beast, and that is 
sevenfold more upon sinners. All bribery and 
injustice shall be blotted out : but true dealing 

VOL. I. R 
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^all eadure for ever. Prosperity and adversity, 
life and death, poTcrty and riches, come of the 
Loid. Wisdom, knowled^, and nnderstanding 
of the Law, are of the Lord : love, and the way 
4>f good works, are from him. Error and dark- 
ness had their beginning together with sinners ; 
and evil shall wax old with them that glory 
therein. The gift of the Lord remaineth with 
ihe godly, and his favour bringeth prosperity 
for ever. 

Knoweth thou not this of old, since man was 
placed upon earthy that the triumphing of the 
wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite but 
for a moment ? Tho' his excellency mount op to 
the heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds^ 
yet he shall perish for ever. They which have 
jeen him shall say. Where is he? * He shall fly 
away as a dream, and not be found ; yea, he 
shall be chased away as a vision of the night. 
The eye also which saw him shall see him no 
more, neither shall his place any more behold 
liim. 
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From the same. 

Behold, God will not castaway a perfect man^ 
neither will he help the evil doers. He accept* 
eth not the persons of princes, nor regardeth the 
rich more than the poor; for they are all the work 
of his haads. He will not lay upon nian mor^ 
than right. Remenaber, P pray thee, who ever 
perished, being innocent? or where were the 
righteous cut off? Even as I have seen, they that 
plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same.. 
Hast tbou marked the old way whicb wicked 
Hien bave trodden I Which were cut down out 
of time, whose foundation was overflown with a 
flood. They spend their days in wealth, and ia 
a moment go down to the grave. Therefore^ 
they say unto God, Depart from us; for we de-^ 
sire not the knowledge of thy ways. What is 
the Almighty, that we should serve him? What 
profit should we have if we pray unto him ? By 
the blast of God they perish, and by the breatb 
of his nostrils are they consumed. They are as- 
stubble before the wind, and as chaff that the 
storm carrieth away. They are exalted for a 
little while, but are gone and brought low ; they 
are taken out of the way as all other, and cut off 
as tbe tops of the ears of cora. In a momeat 
R.2 
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shall they die, and the people shall be troubled 
at midnight, and pass away : and the mighty shall 
be taken away without hand. For his eyes are 
upon the ways of man, and he seeth all his goings. 
There is no darkness, nor shadow of deaths 
where the workers of inifjuity may hide them* 
selves. 



From the same* 

Behold, God is mighty, and despiseth not any ; 
he ifi mighty in strength and wiadonx. He pre- 
servetb not the life of the wicked : but giveth 
right to the poor. He withdraweth not his eyes 
from the righteous : but with kings are they on 
the throne ; yea, he doth establish them for 
ever, and they are exalted. The wicked man 
travaileth with pain all his days, . terrors shall 
make him afraid on every side. A dreadful 
sound is in his ears : in prospevity the destroyer 
shall come upon him. He believeth not that he 
shall return out of darkness, and he is waited for 
of the sword- He wandereth abroad for bread, 
saying. Where is it ? He knoweth that the day 
of darkness is ready at his hand. Trouble and 
aaguish shall piake liim afraid; they shall pre« 
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Tail against him, as a king ready to the battle. 
For he stretcheth out his hand against God, and 
strengtheneth himself against the Almighty, 
His roots shall be dried up beneath, and above 
shall his branch be cut off. His remembrance 
shall perish from the earthy and he shall have no 
name in the street. Though he heap up silver ajs 
the dust, and prepare raiment as the clay ; he 
may prepare it, but the just shall put it on, and 
the innocent shall divide the silver. How oft is 
the candle of the wicked put out, and how oft 
Cometh their destruction upon them. God distri- 
butetb sorrows in his anger. He knoweth their 
works, and he overturneth them in the night, so- 
that they are destroyed. He striketh- them as 
wicked men in the open sight of others; because 
they turned back from him, and would not con»- 
sider any of his ways : so that they cause the cry 
of the poor to come unto him, and he heaieth^ 
the cry of the afflicted.. 



From the aame*. 

Touching the Almighty, we cannot finx) hirm 
•Qt : he is excellent ^in power, and in judgi- 
Hient, and in plenty of justice,, he will, not a£- 
]l3 
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flict. Which doeth great things and unsearch- 
able ; marvellous things without number : who 
giveth rain upon the earth, apd setideth waters 
upon the fields : to set up on high those that be 
k>w ; that those which mourn may be exalted to 
safety. He disappointeth the devices of the 
crafly> so that their hands cannot perform their 
enterprise. He taketh the wise in their own 
craftiness : and the counsel of the froward is car- 
ried headlong. But he saveth the poor from the 
sword, from their mouth, and from the hand of 
the mighty. So the poor hath hope, and ini* 
quity stoppeth her mouth. Let not him that is 
deceived trust in vanity : for vanity shall be his 
recompence. It shall be accomplished before 
his time, and his branch shall not be green. He 
shall shake off his unripe grape as the vine> and 
shall cast off his flower as the olive. His hope 
shall be cut off, and his trust shall be a spider's 
web. He shall lean upon his house, but it shall 
not stand : he shall hold it fast, but it shall 
not endure. THey that come after him shall be 
astonished at his day, as they (hat went before 
were affrighted. Caa the rush grow up without 
mire? can the flag grow without water ? Whilst 
it is yet la his greenness, and not cut dowii, it 
wLthereth before any other herb. So are the 
paths of all that forget God : and the hypocrite'^ 
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hope shall perish : for what is the hope of the 
hypocrite, though he hath gained, when God 
taketh away his soul ? 



Proverbs. 

In the way of righteousness is life : and in the 
pathway thereof there is no death. Righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation : but sin is a reproach to 
any people. Righteousness keep\eth him that 19 
upright in the way : but wickedness overthrow*- 
eth the sinner. He that walketh uprightly 
walketh surely; but he that perverteth his ways 
shall be known. There shall no evil happen to 
the just: but the wicked shall be filled with mis- 
chief. The wicked is driven away in his wicked- 
ness: but the righteous hath hope in his death. 



Isaiah* 

The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it 
to heart: and merciful men are taken away^ 
Bone considering that the righteous is taken away 
from the evil -to come. He shall enter into 
peace : they shall rest in their beds, each one 
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walkiog in his uprightness. But the wicked arc 
like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt» There is no peace, 
saith my God, to the wicked. 



Malachi. 

Ye hare said. It is yain to ser^e God ; and 
what profit is it that we haye kept his ordinance^ 
and that we have walked mournfully before the 
Lord of Hosts? And now we call the proud 
happy ; yea, they that work wickedness are set 
up; yea, they that tempt God are even deliver- 
ed. Then they that feared the Lord spake often 
one to another ; and the Lord hearkened, and 
heard it : and a book of remembrance was writ- 
ten before him for them that feared ^heLord, and 
that thought upon his name. And they shall be 
mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I 
make up my jewels ; and I will spare them, as a. 
man spareth his own son that serveth him. Then 
shall ye return, and discern between the righte- 
ous and the wicked ; between him that serveth 
God,, and him that serveth him not. 
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On Wisdom*. 
Proverbs. 

Hear, ye children, the instfuction of a father, 
and attend to know understanding. Fur I give 
you good doctrine, forsake ye not my, law. For 
I was my father's son, tender and only beloved 
in the sight of my mother. He taught me also, 
and said unto me, let thine heart retain my 
words: keep my commandments, and live. Get 
wisdom, get understanding: forget it not^ nei- 
ther decline from the words of my mouth. How 
much better is it to get wisdom than gold ? and 
to get understanding rather to be chosen than 

• True religion, or godliness, is often in scripture re- 
presented under the name and character of Wisdom* 
because it is the highest improvement ^f human nature, 
and the best and surest guide of human life. It is thus 
defined in Job, xxviii, a8, " Behold the fear of the Lord» 
that is wifdom, and to depart from evil is understand- 
ing;" in Psalm cxi. xo, " The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have all 
they that do his commandments;*' and in Proverbs ix, 
10, " The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 
and the knowledge of the Holy is undcrftanding.** True' 
Christians are, without doubt, the truly wise men. 
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silver? Forsake her not, and she shall preserve 
thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. Wis- 
dom is the principal thing; therefore get wis* 
dom : and with all thy getting, get understand-- 
ing. Exalt her, and she shall promote thee : she 
shall bring thee to honoar when thou dost eni' 
brace her. She shall give to thine head an or- 
nanoent of grace: a crown of glory shall she 
deliver to thee. Hear^ O my son, and receive 
my sayings ; and the years of thy life shall be 
many. I have taught thee in the way of wis- 
dom ; I have led thee in right paths. When 
thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened ; and 
when thou run nest, thou shalt not stumble. Take 
i^t hold of instruction; let her not go: keep 
her f for she is thy life^ 



From the same^ 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the 
man that getteth understanding. For the mer- 
chandise of it is better than the merchandise of 
silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. She 
IB more precious than rubies : and all the things 
thou canst desire are not to be compared unto 
her. Length of days is in her right hand ; and 
in her left hand riches and honour. Her ways. 
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are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 

peace. She is a tree of life, to them that lay hold 

upon hef : and happy is every one that retaineth 

her. The Lord by wisdom hath founded the 

^arth; by understanding hath he established the 

liea;«rens. By his knowledge -the depths are 

broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew. 

My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: 

keep sound wisdom and discretion : so shall they 

be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck. 

Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy 

^ot shall not stumble. When thou liest down, 

thou shalt not be afraid : yea, thou shalt lie 

down, and thy sleep shall be sweet. Be not 

afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation 

of the wicked, when it cometh. For the Lord 

shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot 

from being taken. 



Irom the same. 

"Wisdom crieth without; shetittereth her voice 
iti the streets : she crieth in the chief place of 
concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the 
city she uttereth her words, saying. Come eat of 
my bread, and drink of the wine which I have 
mingkd; forsake the foolish, and live; and go 
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. ii> the way of understanding. How lon^, ye 
simple ones, will ye love simplicity ? and the 
scorners delight in their scorning, and fools bate 
knowledge? Turn you at my reproof: behold, 
I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make 
known my. words unto you. Because I have 
called, and ye refused ; I have stretched out my 
hand, and no man regarded; but ye have set at 
nought all my counsel, and would none of my 
reproof: I also will laugh at your calamity ; I 
will mock when your fear cometh ; when your 
fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction 
cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and an- 
guish cometh upon you. Then shall they call 
upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek 
me early, but they shall not find me : for that 
they hated knowledge, and did not choose the 
fear of the Lord: they would none of my coun- 
sd: they despised all my reproof. Therefore 
shall-they eat of the fruit of their own, way, and 
be filled with their own d^evices. For the turn- 
ing away of the simple shall slay them, and the 
prosperity of fools shall destroy them. But 
whoso hearkenethunto me shall dwell safely, and 
shall be quiet from fear of evil. 
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J^am the same. 

Both not wisdom cry? and understanding' pot 
-forth her yoice ? She standeth in the top of high 
places, by the way in the places of the paths. 
She crieth at the gates^ at the entry of the city, 
at the coming in at the doors. Unto you, O men, 
I call ; and ray Toice is to the sons of man. O 
ye simple^ understand wisdom : and^ ye fools, be 
ye of an understanding hearts Hear; for i wiH 
speak of excellent things; and the opening of my 
lips shall be right things. For my mouth shaH 
speak truth ; and wickedness is an abomination 
to my lips. All the words of ray mouth are in 
righteousness; there is nothing froward or per- 
verse in them. They are etll plain to him that 
understand eth, and right to -them that "find know* 
ledge. 'Receive my instruction, and not silvery 
and knowledge rather than choice gold. He that 
gettetili wisdom loveth his own soul; he that 
keepeth understanding shall find good. For wis* 
dora is better than rubies ; and all the things 
that may be desired are not to be compared to it. 
I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out 
knowledge of witty inventions. The fear of the 
Lord is to hate evil : pride, and arrogancy, and 
the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate. 
Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: lam under* 

VOL. I. 8 
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standing; I am strength. By me kings reign, 
and princes decree justice. By me princes rule, 
and nobles, even all the judges of the earth. 
Through wisdom is an house buiided, and by un- 
derstanding it is established; and by knowledge 
.shall the chambers be filled with all precious and 
pleasant riches. I love them that love me : and 
ihose that seek me early shall find, me. Riches 
^nd honour are with me; yea, durable riches 
and righteousness. My fruit is better than gold, 
yea, than fine gold ; and my revenue than choice 
silver. J lead in the way of righteousness, in the 
jnidst of ^he paths of judgement: that I may 
^ause those that love me to inherit substance ; 
;and I will fill their treasures. The Lord pos- 
jsessed me in the beginning of his v^ay^ before his 
works of old. I was set up from everlasting, 
from the beginning, or ever the earth was. 
When there >yas no depths, I was brought forth; 
when there was no fountains abounding with 
water. Before the mountains were settled, be- 
fore the hills was I brought forth ; while as yet 
he had not made the earth, nor 'he fields, nor the 
highest part of the dust of the world. When he 
prepared the heavens, I was there; when he set 
a compass upon the face of the depth : when he 
established the clouds above : when he strength- 
ened the fountains of the deep : when he gav# 
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to the sea his decree, that the "waters should not 
pass his commandment : when he appointed ther 
foundations of the earth ; then I was by him, ar 
one brought up with him: and I wa* daily hisp 
delight, rejoicing always before himr rejoicing 
in the habitable part of his earth; and my de- 
lights were with the sons of men. Now there-- 
fore hearken unto me, O ye children : for blessed 
are they that keep my ways. Hear instruction,. 
and be wise, and refuse it not. Blessed is the 
man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates>. 
waiting at the posts of my doors. For whoso 
findeth me findeth life,, and shall obtain favour of 
the Lord. But he that sinneth against me wrong* 
cth his own soul: all they thathateme lovedeath* 



Ecclesiasticusr. 

All wisdom cometh from the Lord, and is witb 
him lor ever. Who can number the sand of the 
flea, and the drops of rain, and the days of eter- 
nity ? Who can find out the height of heaven,, 
and the breadth of the earth, and the deep, and 
wisdom ? Wisdom hath been created before all 
things, and the understanding of prudence fron^ 
everlasting. The word of God most high is the 
fountain of wisdom ; and her ways are everla&t* 
s 2 
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ing conmandments. To whom hath fihe root of 
wisdom been revealed ? or whe hath known her 
wise counsels ? Unto whom hath the knowledge 
of wisdom been mode manifest ? and whK^ hatb 
understood her great experience ? There is one 
wise and greatly to be fesred, the Lord sittinff 
upon his throne. He created her^ and bkw her, 
stttA numbered hef, mad poured her ootl upon att 
bf» works. She is with «U AcmIi aecordtng to hkf 
§th, tiwk bo hathf giye» ber to tfaew that lawm 



From the tame. 

,My 80Q^ gather instruction from thy youth up: 
so shalt thou find wisdom till thine old age. Come 
unto her as one that ploweth and 80weth> and 
wait for her good fruits : for thou shalt not toil 
much h» kfbotfi^ing about befr l^f tlM^ ^teit eat 
^ her fVuifs fight sdon. She Uferf uiipleas«ii# 
to the tniflearned : he thiil is #Hhout widerslaiid« 
ing win not remain with her. Sh6 liTiH lie upo« 
him as a mighty stone of trial : add h# ^ill oa«i 
her from him efO it be long. For wisdom n ac- 
cording to her name> and she in ftot manifest unto^ 
tttany. Give ear/ my soo, receive afty advice, 
aftd nrfuse aot my oounsel^ aiKl plil thy ftol ial# 
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her fetters^' and thy neck into her chain. Bovr 

down thy shoulder, and bear her, and be not 

grieved with her bonds. Come unto her with 

thy whole heart, and keep her ways with all thy 

power. Search, and seek, and she shall be made 

known unto thee : and when thou hast got hold 

of her, let her not go. For at the last thou shalt 

find her rest, and that shall be turned to thy joy. 

Then shall her fetters b« a strong defence for 

thee, and her chains a robe of glory. For there 

is a golden ornament upon her, and her bands* 

are purple lace. Thou shalt put her on as a rx)be 

of honour,, and shalt put her about thee as a. 

crown of joy. My son, if thou wilt, thou shalt 

be taught: and if thou wilt apply thy mind, thou 

shalt be prudent. If thou love to hear, thou shalt 

receive understanding: and if thou bow thine 

ear, thou shalt be wise. Stand in the multitude 

of the elders ; and cleave unto him that is wise. 

Be willing to hear every good discourse ; and let 

not the parables of understanding escape tjiee. 

And if thou seest a man of understanding, get 

thee betimes unto him, and let thy foot wear the 

steps of his door. Let thy mind be upon the 

ordinances of the. Lord,, and meditate continu* 

ally in his commandments: he shall establishi 

^ thine heart, and give thee wisdom at thine owa 

Aesrre. The fear of the Lord is the 'first step t*> 

s3 
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be accepted of hiift^ aiMl Wi6de» obtainetb Ilk 
lete* 



from the same. 

Wisdom sbaM praise henelC anci shall glory fft 
ike midst of her people. Iti th« Congregation of 
the Most High dhall she opea her mouthy and tri- 
timph before his power. I came out of the mouth 
of the Most High, and i^overed the earth as a 
cloud. I dwelt in high pikes, and my throne is 
In a cloudy pillar. I alone compassed the circoit 
of heaven, and walked in the bottom of the deep. 
In the waires of the sea, and in all the earth, and 
Ifi every jpeople and nation, I got a possession. 
With all these I sought rest : and in whose in- 
heritance ^11 1 abide? So the Creator of all 
things gave me a commandment, and he thai 
made me caused my tabernacle to rest,, and said,. 
Let thy dwelling be in Jacob, and thine inhent- 
tmce in IsraeL He created me from the begin- 
ning before the world, and I shall never fail. £i 
the hdy tabernacle I served before him; and so 
Was I established in Sion« likewise in the be- 
loved city he gave me rest, and in Jerusalem was 
my power. And I took root in an honourable 

^ple, even in the portion of the Lord'a inherit. 



FORTIOOT OP SCKl^TtFHE. IB9 

ance. I was exalted like a cedar in LibaDOs^ and 
ftfl a cypress tree upon the mountains of Hermon,. 
I was exalted like a palm tree in Engaddi^ and aft 
Ji rose plant in Jericho, as a fair oliye tree in a 
pleasant field, and grew op as a plane tree by 
the water. As the turpentine tree I stretched 
out my branches, and my branches are the 
branches of honour and grace* As the Tine 
brought I forth pleasant sayour, and my flowers 
are the fruit of honour and riches, I am the mo* 
ther of fair love, and fear, and knowledge, and 
holy hope : I therefore, being eternal, am giVen 
to all my children which are named of hiou 
Come unto me, all ye that be desirous of me, and 
£11 yourselves with my fruits. For my memorial 
is sweeter than honey, and ntine inheritance than 
the honeycomb. They that eat me shall yet be 
hungry, and they that drink, me shall yet be 
thirsty. He that obeyeth me shall never be con« 
founded, and they that work by me shall not d(» 
amiss. All these things are the book of the co» 
Tenant of the most high God, even the law which 
Moses eonmianded for an heritage unto the con« 
gregations of Jacob. Faint not to be strong in 
the Lord ; that he may confirm you, cleave ante 
him. He filleth all things with his wisdom, at 
Phison and as Tigris in the time of the new fruits*. 
He maketh the understanding to aboiind hke Eu^ 



too SACRED HOURS, &e. 

phratps, and as Jordan in the time of the harvest. 
He maketh the doctrine of knowledge appear a» 
the light, and as Geon in the time of vijitage. 
The first man knfw her not perfectly: no more 
shall the last find her out. For her thoughts are 
more than the sea, and her counsels profouxideir 
Ihan the great deep* 



Frofn the same; 

The wisdom of a learned man cometh by op«^ 
portunity of leisure; and he that hath little busi- 
ness shall become wise. How can he get wisdom 
that holdeth the plough, and. that glorieth in th^ 
goad, thatdciveth oxen,, and is occupied in. their 
labours,, and whose talk is of bullocks? He-giyeth 
his mind to make furrows j and is diligent to give 
the kine fodder. So every carpenter and work- 
master, that laboureth night and day : and they 
that cut and grave seals, and are diligent to make 
great variety, and give themselves to counterfeit 
imagery, and watch to finish a work: the smith 
also, sitting by the anvil, and considering the 
iron work, the vapour of the fire wasteth his 
flesh, and he fighteth with the heat of the fur- 
nace: the noise of the hammer and the anvil is- 
-ver in his ears, and his eyes look still upon this 
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pattern of tfa« thing that he maketh : he settetfa 
liis nhnd to finish his work, and watch eth to' 
polisl^ it perfectly : so doth the potter^ sittiiig at 
kis work, a^nd torniiig the wheel aboi^t with his 
feet, who i^ajway carefully set at worh^ send 
maketh ail Ms work by ntambi»r ; he fashionetb 
^0 clay with bit arm, and boweth down hm 
•iresgtb btfor# his feeir; he appUeth hrmself to^ 
kad it over; tnd he » diligent to make ckan the 
fomaee : att these trust to their hands : and eirety 
Me te wise in bk wevk» Without these cannot a 
city be inhalMted: and they shall not dweU 
where they, will^ nor go up and down. They 
shall not be soeght for in public counsel^ nor nit 
high i«i the congregation : they shall not sit ois 
the judge't seat, nor understand the sentence of 
judgement: they cannot declare justice and 
jndgtoient ; and they shall not be found wher* 
parabiee are spoken. But they will maintain the 
itate of the world, and all their desire is in the 
work of their cral^. But he that giTcth his mjnd 
unto the law of the Most High^ and is occupied 
in the meditation thereof^ will seek out the wis** 
dom o^ all the ancient, and be occupied in pro- 
phecies. He will keep the sayiugs of the re- 
nowned men : and vhere .subtil parables dre, be 
will be there also. He will seek out the secrets 
of grave sentences, and be conversant in dark 
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parables. He shall serve among great men, and 
appear before princes : he will travel through 
strange countiies ; for he hath tried the good and 
the evil among men. He will give his heart to 
resort early to the Lord that made him, and will 
pray before the Most High, and will open his 
mouth in prayer^ aud make supplication for his 
sins. When the great Lord will, be shall be 
filled with the spirit of understanding : be shall 
pour out wise sentences, and give thanks unto the 
Lord in his prayer. He shall direct bis counsel 
and knowledge, and in his secret shall he medi« 
tate. He shall shew forth that whicb he bath 
learned, and shall glory in the law of the cove* 
nant of the Lord. Many shall commend his 
understanding; and so long as the world endur- 
eth, it shall not be blotted out ; his memorial 
shall not depart away, and his name shall live 
from generation to generation. Nations shall 
shew forth his wisdom, and the congregation shall 
declare his praise. If he die, he shalh leave a 
greater name than a thousand : aud if he live, h^ 
•hall increase it. 
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From the same. 

Wisdom lifteth up the head of him that is of 
low degree, and maketh him to sit among great 
men. Wisdom exalteth her children, and' layeth 
iiold of them that seek her. He that loveth her 
loveth life ; and they that seek to her early shall 
be filled with joy. He that holdeth her fast shall 
inherit glory ; and wheresoever she entereth, 
the Lord will bless. They that serve her, shall 
minister to the Holy One : and them that love 
iier the Lord doth love. Whoso giveth ear unto 
her shall judge the nations : and he that attend- 
eth unto her shall dwell securely. She shall ex-- 
alt him above his neighbours, and in the midst of 
the congregation shall she open his mouth. If a 
man commit himself unto her, he shall inherit 
her : and his generation shall hold her in pos- 
session. For at the first she will walk with him 
by crooked ways, and bring fear and dread upon 
him, and torment him with her discipline, until 
she may trust his soul, and try hini by her laws. 
Then will she return the strait way unto him, and 
comfort him, and shew him her secrets. Eut if 
he go wrong, she will forsake him, and give him 
over to his own ruin. Foolish men shall not- 
attain unto hcr^ and sinners shall not see her. 



204 tACRCl) HOVUSy be. 



For she is far from pride^ aad men that are liars 
cannot remember her. He that considereth her 
i¥ays in his heart, shall also have understanding 
in her secrets. 'He shall "be stayed upon her^ and 
shall not be moved ; and flhall rely upon her, and 
shall not be confounded. He shall find joy and a 
crown of gladness, and she shall cause him to in- 
herit an everlasting name. 



Book of Wisdom* 

Wisdom is glorious, and never fadeth away : 
yea, she is easily seen of them that love her, and 
ibund of such as seek her. She preventeth them 
that desire her, in making herself first known 
unto them. Who seeketh her early shall have 
no great travail : for he shall find her sitting at 
liis doors. To think therefore upon her is per- 
fection of wisdom : ahd whoso watch eth for her 
shall quiclky be without care. For she goeth 
about seeking such as are worthy of her, shew- 
eth herself favourably unto them in the ways, 
and meeteth them in every thought. For the 
very true beginning of her is the desire of dis- 
cipline :.^nd the care of discipline is love ; and 
love is the keeping of her laws ; and the giving 
heed unto her laws if the assurance of incorrup- 
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tion ; and iacorruption maketh as near unto God? 
therefore the desire of wisdom bringeth to a 
kingdom* If your delight be then in thrones 
and sceptres, O ye kings of the people, honour 
wisdom, that ye may reign for evermore. 



From the same. 

Wisdom reacheth from one end to another 
mightily : and sweetly doth she order all things. 
In that she is conversant with God, she magni- 
fieth her nobility : yea, the Lord of all things 
himself loved her. For in her is an understand- 
ing spirit, holy, one only, manifold, subtil, 
lively, clear, undejBled, plain, not subject to hurt, 
loving the thing that is good, quick, which can-* 
not be letted, ready to do g(Tod, kind to man, 
•tedfast, sure, 'free frpm care, having all power 
overseeing all things, and going through all un- 
derstanding, pure, and most subtil^ spirits. For 
wisdom is more moving than any motion : she 
passe th and goeth through all things by reason of 
her pureness. For she is the breath of the power 
of God, and a pure influence flowing from the 
glory of the Almighty :' therefore can no defiled 
thing fall into her. For she is the brightness of 
the everlasting light, the unspotted mirror of the 

VOL. I. T 
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power of God^ and the image of his goodness. 
And being but one^ she can do all things : and 
remaining in herself she roaketh all things new : 
and in all ages entering into holy souls^ she mak- 
eth them friends of God^ and prophets. For God 
loyeth none but him that dwelleth with wisdom. 
For she is more beautiful than the sun, and above 
all the order of stars : being compared with the 
light, she is found before it. For after this com- 
«th night; but vice shall not prevail against 
wisdom. 



Fron^ the same, 

I myself also am a mortal man like to all, and 
the offspring of him that was first made of the 
earth, and when I was born I drew in the com- 
mon air, and fell upon the ^rth which is of like 
nature, and the first voice which I uttered was 
crying, as all others do. I was nursed in swad- 
dling clothes, and that with cares. For there is 
no king that had any other beginning of birth. 
For all men have one entrance into life, and the 
like going out. Wherefore I prayed, and un- 
derstanding was given me : I called upon God, 
and the spirit of wisdom came to me. For in his 
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hand are both we and our words : all wisdom 
also> and knowledge of workmanship. It is he 
that leadeth unto wisdom, and directeth the wise. 
I preferred her before sceptres and thrones, and 
esteemed riches nothing in comparison of her. 
Neither compared I unto her any precious stone^ 
because all gold in respect of her is as a little sand^ 
and ailyer shall be counted as clay before her. 
I loved her above health and beauty, and chose 
to have her instead of light: for the light that 
Cometh from her never goeth out. All good 
- things together came to me with her, and innu* 
merable riches in her hands. If riches be a pos- 
sessidn to be desired in this life ; what is richer 
than wisdom, that worketh all things? And if 
prudence work ; who of all that are, is a more 
cunning workman than she ? If a man desire 
much experience, she knoweth things of old, and 
ODOjectureth aright what is to come : she knoweth 
the subtifiies of speeches, and can expound dark 
senteacet : she foreseeth signs and wonders, and 
the events of seasons and times. Therefore I 
purposed to take her to me to live with me, 
knowing that she would be a counsellor of good, 
things^ and a comfort in cares and grief. For 
her sake I sjiall have estimation, among the multi* 
tude, and honour with the elders, though I be 
youag. After, 1 am come into mine hoase,,! wilk 
%2i 
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repose myself with her : for her conyersatioa 
hath no bitterness; and to liye with her hath no 
sorrow, but mirth and joy. Moreover by the 
means of her I shall obtain immortality, and leave 
behind me an everlasting memorial to them that 
come after me. Now "when I considered these 
things in myself, and pondered them in my 
heart, how that to be allied unto wisdom is im- 
mortality ; and great pleasure it is to have her 
friendship ; and in the works of her hand| are 
i nfinite riches ; and in the exercise of conference 
with her, prudence; and in talking with her, a 
good report ; I went about seeking how to tak% 
her to me^ 



Job. 

Where shall wisdom be found? and where 
is the place of understanding? Man knoweth 
not the price thereof: neither is it found in the 
land of the living. The depth saith. It is not in 
me : and the sea saith^ It is not with me. It can- 
not be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be 
weighed for the price thereof. It cannot be va- 
lued with the gold ofOphir, with the precious 
onyx, or the sapphire. The gold and thecrystal 
cannot equal it : and the exchange of it shall not 



roKTioNS or^^cnivTVtLt. 209' 



be i'or jewels ot' ti lie gold. Mo meiitioa shall be 
madti of coral, or of pearls ; for the price of wis- 
dom is above rubies. The topaz of Ethiopia 
shall not equal it, neither shall it be valued with 
pure gold. Whence then Cometh wisdom ? and 
where is the place of understanding? Seeing it 
is hid from th^ eyes of all living,. and kept close 
from the fowlsof the air. Destruction and death. 
say. We have heard the fame thereof with our 
ears. God understandeth the way thereof, and: 
he knoweth the place thereof. For he looketh^ 
to the ends of the earth, and seeth under the 
whole heaven; to make the weight for the winds; 
and he weigheth th&'waters by measure. Wnea. 
he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the* 
lightning of the thunder : then did he see it, and; 
declare it; he prepared it^ yea, and searched it 
out. And unto man he said. Behold, the fear of 
the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from^ 
evil is understanding. 



X3: 
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An analysis of Wisdom and Folly, 

Proverbs. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge ; but fools despise wisdom and in- 
struction. He that handleth a matter wisely 
shall find good ; and whoso trusteth in the Lord, 
bappy is he. The wise in heart shall be called 
prudent: and the sweetness of the lips increaseth 
learning. Understanding is a wellspring of life 
unto him that hath it : but the instruction of fools 
is folly. Folly is joy to him that is destitute of 
wisdom : but a man of understanding walketh 
uprightly. He that hath knowledge spareth his 
words; and a man ot understanding is of an ex- 
cellent spirit. Even a fool when he hoideth his 
peace is counted wise ; and he that shutteth his 
lips is esteemed a man of understanding. A wise 
man will hear^ and will increase learning; and a 
man of understanding shall attain unto wise coun- 
sels. Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that 
hath understanding: but that which is in the 
midst of fools is made known. It is as sport to a 
fool to do mischief: but a man of under-tanding 
hath wisdom. The heart of him that hath un- 
derstanding seeketh knowledge : but the mouth 
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of fools feedeth on foolishness. A prudent maa 
conceaieth knowledge: but the heart of fools 
proclaimeth foolishness. The heart of the pru- 
dent getteth knowledge ; and the ear of the wise 
seeketh knowledge. Every prudent man dealeth 
\yith knowledge: but a fool layeth open hn 
folly. The simple believeih every word : but 
the prudent man looketh well to his going. A 
prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth him- 
self: but the simple pass on^ and are punished. 
A wise man feareth^ and departeth from evil : 
but the fool rageth, and is confident. He that is 
soon angry dealeth foolishly ; and a man of wick- 
ed devices is hated. A stone is heavy, and the 
sand weighty : but a fool's wrath is heavier than 
them both. The simple inherit folly; but the 
prudent are crowned with knowledge. A wise 
son maketh a glad father, but a foolish son is the 
heaviness of his mother. The heart of thje wise 
teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning to his ^ 
lips. The lips of the wise disperse knowledge : 
b.ut the heart of the foolish doeth not so. Go 
from the presence of a foolish man, when thou 
perceivest not in him the lips of knowledge. He 
that w^lketh with wise men shall be wise : but a 
companion of fools shall be destroyed. The wis- 
dom of the prudent is to understand his way : , 
but the tolly of fools is ^deceit. Fools make a | 
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Hiock at sin : bat among the righteous there is 
fiivour. A scorner seelietb wisdom and iindeth 
it tint : but knowledge iff ea^iy unto him that an- 
derstandeth. Reprove not a scomer^lest he bate 
thee : rebuke a wise man, and be will love thee. 
A reproof entereth more into a wise man than a 
hundred stripes into a fool'. Give instruction to a 
wise man, and he will yet be wiser ; teach a just 
man, and he will- increase in learning. The wise 
shall inherit glory, but shame shall be the pro- 
motion of fools^ 



Ecclesiasticus. 

The discourse of a godly man is always witlt. 
"wisdom ; but a fool changeth as the moon. The 
discourse of fools is irksome, and their sport 
is the wantonness of sin; A wise man will, 
hold his tongue till he see opportunity : but 
a babbler and a fool will regard no time. A 
wise man by his words maketh himself be- 
loved: but the graces of fools shall be poured 
out. The gift of a fool shalldo thee no good' 
'when thou hast it : neither yet of the envious for 
his necessity : for he looketh to receive many 
things for one« He giveth. little, and upbraideth. 
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much ; he openeth his moutli like a crier; to-day 
he lendetb, and to-morrow will he ask it again : 
such an one is to be hated of God and man. The 
fool saith^ I have no friends, I have no thank for 
all my good deeds, and they that eat my bread 
speak evil of me. How oft, and of how many 
shall he be laughed ^to scorn ! for he knoweth 
not aright what it is to havQ ; and it is all on& 
unto, him as if he had it not. An unseason- 
able tale will always be in the mouth of the 
unwise. A wise sentence shall be rejected 
when it comet h out of a fool's mouth ; for he 
will not speak it in due season. A wise man will 
fear in every thing, and in the day of sinning he 
will beware of offence : but a fool will not ob- 
serve time. Every man of understanding know- 
eth wisdom^ and will give praise unto him that 
found her. They that were of understanding in 
sayings became also wise themselves, and poured 
forth exquisite parables. The heart of the pru- 
dent will understand a parable ; and an attentive 
«ar is the desire of a wise man. A wise man 
shall promote himself to honour with his words : 
and he that hath understanding will please gre&t 
men. He that is not wise will not be taught : but 
there is a wisdom which raultiplleth bitterness. 
sThe knowledge of a wise man shall abound like 
a flood ; and his counsel is like a pure fountain of 
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life. The inner parts of a fool are like a broken 
vessel, and he will hold no knowledge as 
long as he liveth. There is one that is wise 
and teacheth many, and yet is unprofitable to 
himself. There is one that sheweth wisdom in 
words, and is hated ; he shall be destitute of all 
food. For grace is not given him from the Lord; 
because he is deprived of all wisdom « Another 
is wise to himself; and the fruits of understand* 
ing are commendable in his mouth. A wise man 
instructeth his people ; and the fruits of his un- 
derstanding fail not. A wise man shall be filled 
with blessing ; and all they that see him shall 
count him happy. A wise man shall inherit 
glory among his people, and his name shall be 
perpetual. 
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On the vanity and insufficiency of all worldly 
possessions, ~' 

Ecclesiastes. 

Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher, yanity 
of vanities j all is vanity. I have seea all the 
works that are done under the sun : and, behold, 
ail is vanity and vexation of spirit. I said in 
mine heart. Go to now, I will prove thee with 
mirth; therefore enjoy pleasure; aod, behold, 
this also is vanity. I said of laughter. It is mad : 
and of mirth, Whatdoethit? I sought in mine 
heart to give myself unto wine, (yet acquainting 
mine heart with wisdom,} and to lay hold oa 
folly, tiil I might see what was that good for the 
sons of men, which they should do under the 
heaven all the days of their life. I made me 
great works; I builded me houses ; I planted me 
vineyards; I made me gardens and orchards, and 
I planted trees in them of all kinds of ihiits; I 
made the pools of water, to water therewith the 
wood that bringeth forth trees ; I got me servants 
and maidens, ami had servants born in my hovse; 
also I ^had great possessions of great aad small 
cattle above all thai were in Jerusalem before 
me; I gathered me also silver and gold, a^d the 
peculiar treasure of kingis and of the provinces • 

VOL. I* *T 6 
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I gat nie men singers and women singers, and the 
delights of the sons of men, as musical instru- 
ments, and that of all sorts. So I was great, and 
increased more thfin all that were before me in 
Jerusalem : also my wisdom remained with me. 
And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not 
from them; I withheld- not mine heart from any 
joy ; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour : and 
this was my portion of all my labour. ' Then I 
looked oh all the works that my hands had 
wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured 
to do : and, behold, all was vanity and vexation 
of spirit, and tlvere was no profit under the sun. 
What profit hath a man of all his labour which 
be taketh under the sun ? One generation pass- 
eth away, and another generation cometh : but 
the earth abidethfor ever. The sun alsoariseth, 
and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place 
where he arose. The wind goeth toward the 
south, and turneth about toward the north : it 
whirleth about continually ; and the wind re- 
turneth again according to his circuits. All the 
rivers run into the sea ; yet the sea is not full : 
unto the place from whence the rivers come, thi- 
ther they return again. All things are full of 
labour ; man cannot utter it : the eye is not satis- 
fied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. 
The thing, that hath been, is that which shall be; 
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and that which is done, is that which shall be 
done : and there is no new thifig under ihe sun. 
Is there any thing whereof it may be said. See, 
this is new ? it bath been already of old time, 
ivfaich was before us. Therefore I hated life • 
because the work that rs wrought under the sim 
is grievous nuto me : for all is vanity and rexa- 
tion of spirit. Yea, I hated all my labour which 
I had taken under the sun; because I should 
leave it vnto the man that shall be after me* 
And who knoweth whether be shall be a wise 
man or a fool ? yet shall be have rule over all my 
labour wherein I have laboured, and wlterein I 
have shewed myself wise under tlie win. This 
is ako vanity. Therefore I went about to cause 
my heart to despair of all the labour which I 
took under the sun. For there is a man whose 
labour is in wisdom, and in knowledge, and in 
equity, yet to a man that bath not laboured 
therein shall he leave it for his portion. This 
also is vanity, and a great evil. For what hath 
man of all his labovr, and of the vexation of his 
heart, wherein he hath labo>ured under the sun ? 
AH his days he eateth in darkness, and he hath 
much sorrow and wrath wil^ his «ckii«ss. For 
all his clays are sorrows, and kis travail grief; 
yea, his heart taketh not rest in the night. This 
is also vanity. Seeing there be many things 'tiiat 

VOL. I. V 
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increase vanity^ what is man the better ? I gave 
my heart to seek and search out by wisdom con- 
cerning all things that arp done under heaven : 
this sore travail hath God given to the sons of 
man, to be exercised therewith. For in much 
wisdom is 4nuch grief: and he that increaseth 
knowledge increaseth sorrow. Because no man 
can find out the work that God maketh from the 
hfi^nning to the end. Though a man labour to 
seek it out, yet he shall not find it ; yea, further, 
though a wise man think to know it^ yet shall be 
not be able to find it. That which is far off, and 
exceeding deep, who can find it out ? I know 
that whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever : 
nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken 
from it. He hath made every thin^ beautiful in 
Jus time. 



From the same^ 

He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with 
iiilver; nor he that loveth abundance with in- 
^^rease: this is also vanity^ When goods increase 
they are increased that eat them : and what good 
ia there to the owners thereof, saving the behold- 
ing of them with their eyes ? Moreover the pro- 
fit of the earth is for aB : the king himself is 
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served by the fieJd. The sleep of a labouring 
man is sweet, whether he eat little or much : but 
the abundance of the rich will not sufter him to 
sleep. There is an evil which I have seen under 
the sun, and it is common among men : a man to 
whom God hath given riches, wealth, and ho- 
nour, so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of 
all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not 
power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it: 
this is vanity, and it is an evil disease. There is 
one alone, and there is not a second; yea, he 
hath neither child nor brother : yet is there no 
end of all his labour; neither is his eye satisfied 
with riches ; neither saith he. For whom do I 
labour, and bereave my soul of good I this is also 
vanity, yea, it is a sore travail. There is a sore 
evil which I have seen under the- sun, namely, 
riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt. 
I know that there is no good in them, but for a 
man to rejoice, and to do good in his life. And 
also that every man should enjoy the good of 
all his labour, it is the gift of God. All this 
have I proved by wisdom. 1 the preacher was 
king over Israel in Jerusalem: I communed 
with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to 
great estate, and have gotten more wisdom than 
allthey that have been before me in Jerusalem : 
yea, my heart had greats experience of wisdom 
u2 
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and knowledge. . I applied mine heart to know, 
and to search, and to seek out wisdom, and the 
reason of things, and to know the wickedness of 
folly, even of foolishness and madness : then I 
saw that wisdom excelkth folly^ as far as light 
excelteUi darkoess* 



On the instahiliiy qf Power and Riches^ and the 
deceitfulness qf Appearances. 

Ecdesiasticus. 

Boasi not of thy ckiathing ami rduent, and 
exalt not thyself m the day of honoor : for the 
works of the Lord are wonderful, and his works 
mongmen are hidden. Set not thy iMart upon 
thy goods ; and say not, I have en^u^ fve my 
life. Follow not thine own ncnd and thy 
strength, to walk in the ways of thy heart : and 
say not. Who shall controuime fornyiyiorksf 
lor the Lord wiU rarely revenge thy pride.. 
Many kings have sat down upon the ground ; 
attd one tint wav never thought of hath worn the 
crown^ Many mighty men hatve been greatly 
disgraced; and the. honour hie deliveied into 
other men's hands. Because of nnrighteeue deal- 
ings injuries, and riches-got hy deceit, the king* 
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dom is translated from one people to another. 
The power of the earth is in the hand of the 
Liord ; in the hand of God is the prosp^-rity of 
man; and he that is to-day a king to-morrow 
shall die. For when a man is dead, he shall in- 
herit creeping things, beasts, and worms. There 
is that waxeth rich by his wariness and pinching^ 
and this is .the portion of his reward : whereas 
he saith, I have found rest, and now will eat 
continually of my goods ; and yet he knoweth 
not what time shall come upon him, and that he 
must leave those things to others, and die. Mar- 
yel not at the works of sinners; but trust in the 
Lford, and abide in thy labour : for it is an easy- 
thing in the sight of the Lord on the sudden to 
make a poor man rich. Fiom the morning until 
the evening the time is changed, and all things 
are soon done before the Lord. The blessii.g of 
the Lord is in the reward of the godly, and sud- 
denly he maketh his blessing to flourish. 



From the samef 

Commend not a man for his beauty ; neither 
abhor a man for his outward appearance.* The 
bee is httte among such as fly; but 'her fruit is 
the chief of sweet things. Blame not betbre 

u3 
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tbou ba«t examiaed tbe truth : iiDderstaiid first, 
«iid Ibeo rebuke. Aufwer not befcire lliwt hast 
heard the cause : neither interrupt men m the 
mtdtl of their talk. There is a sinoer that hath 
good success iu evil thiugs; and th^e is a gain 
that tnrueth to loss. There is a gift that shall 
not ptrofit thee; and there is a gift whoae recoHi- 
pence is double. There is an abasement because 
9f gkiry ; and there is that liftetb up his head 
from a lew estate. There is that buyeth much 
for a Uttte, and repayetb it sevenfold. There is 
one that laboureth, and taketh pains, and naaketh 
haste» and is so much the more bebmd. Agaia, 
there is another that is sk>w, and hath need of 
help, waoting at^lity, and full of paverty ; yet 
the eye of the Lord looked upon him for good, 
and set biia up frem his k>w estate, and lifted up 
his head from misery ; so thaA many that saw it 
mairvelled at him. Say uot. What profit is there 
of my service? and what good things shall i have 
hereafter ? Again, say not, I have enough, and 
possess many things, and what evil can come to 
me hereafter ? Ijfi the day of prosperity there is 
a forgetful ness of affliction :• and in the day of 
aiflictioa there is no more remembrance of pros- 
perity. For it is au easy thiug uoto the Lord ia 
the day of deat/i tg reward a man according te 
hiff ways. The affliction of an hoiAr maketb a 
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man forget pleasore : a»d in his . end bis deeds 
shall be discov*^red. Judge none blessed before 
his death : for a man shall be known in his chil- 
dren. 

' Ecclesiastes. 

I returned and saw under the sun, that the ra^e 

is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, 

neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to 

men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of 

skill ; but time and chance happeneth to them 

all. There was a little city, and few men within 

it: and there came a great king against it, and 

besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it: * 

now there was found in it a poor wise man, and 

he by his wisdom delivered the city ; yet no man 

remembered that same poor man. Then said I, 

Wisdom is better than strength : nevertheless the 

poor man's wisdom is despised, and his words are 

not heard. 



The self-deception qfconcealmemfrom theeyn itfmnn 
whilst the eye qf Providence is upon all om wopk^.. 

Ecclesiasticus. 
A man that breaketh wedlock, saying thus in 
Kis heart. Who seeth me? lam compassed about 
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"Wjth darkiieajf, the walls cover me, and nobody 
seethme; what n ed I to fear? the Most Higb 
^ill not remetnbt^r my .sins: such a man only 
feareth the eyes of men, and knoweth not that 
the eyes of the Lord are ten thousand times 
brighter than the suq, beholding all the ways of 
men, and considering the most secret parts He 
knew all things ere i ver they were created ; so 
also after they were perfected he looked upoa 
them all. 



Proverbs, 

The eyes of the Lord are in every place, be- 
holding the evil and the good; tor the ways of 
man are before the Lord and he pondereth all his 

goings. 



1 Samuel. 

The Lord seeth not as man seetb ; for man 
looketh on the outward appearance^ but the Lord 
looketh on the heart. 
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On Prayer. 

Ecclesiasticus. 

He that serveth the Lord shall be accepted 
With favour^ and his prayer shall reach unto the 
clouds. The sacrifice of a just man is accept- 
able, and the memorial thereof shall neTer be for* 
gotten. Be not fainthearted when thou niakest 
thy prayer, and neglect not to give alms. - Be- 
fore thou prayest, prepare thyself; and be not 
aa one that tempteth the Lord. Use not many 
words ta a multitude of elders, and make not 
much babbling when thou prayest. To depart 
from wickedness is a thing pleasing to the Lord ; 
and to forsake nnrigbteousness is a propitiation. 
Hft that keepeth the law bringeth offerings 
enough : he that taketh heed to the command- 
ment offereth a peace oaring. The Lord is 
judge, and with hiB» is no respect of persons. 
He will not accept aay person against a poor 
Qian» but wiU hear the pmyer of the opfHressed* 
He will not despise the supplication of the father- 
less; nor the widow, when she p'oureth out her 
complaint. Do not the tears run down the wi* 
dow's cheeks? and is not her cry against him 
that causeth them to fall ? The prayer of the 
humble pierceth the clouds: and tiii it come 
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nigh, he will not be comforted ; and wili not 
depart, till the Most High shall behold to judge 
righteously and execute judgement. 



On patience in affliction, and reliance on God» 
Ecclesiasticus. 

My son, if thou come to serve the Lord, pre- 
pare thy soul for temptation. Set thy heart 
aright, and constantly endure, and make not 
haste in time of trouble. Cleave unto him, and 
depart not away, that thou may est be increased 
at thy last end. Whatsoever is brought upon 
thee take cheerfully, and be patient when thou 
art changed to a low estate. For gold is tried ia 
the fire, and acceptable men in the furnace of 
adversity. Believe in him, and he will help 
thee; order thy way.arighc, and trust in him. 
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On Rej}entance, 

Ecclesiasticus. 

"My son, hast thou sinned ? do so no more, but 
ask pardon for thy former sins. How good is it, 
^when thou art reproved, to shew repentance I 
iov so shalt thou escape wilful sin. He that hateth 
to be reproved is in the way of sinners; but he 
that feareththe Lord will repent from his heart. 
it is much better to reprove, than to be angry 
secretly : and he that confesseth his fault shall be 
preserved from hurt. Say not, I have sinned, 
and what harm hath happened unto me ? for the 
Lord is long-sufFering, he will in no wise let thee 
go. And say not. His mercy is great ; he will 
be pacified for the multitude of my sins : for 
mercy and wrath come from him, and his indig- 
, nation resteth upon sinners. Make no tarrying 
to turn to the Lord, and put not ofF from day to 
day : for suddenly shall the wrath of the Lord 
come forth, and in thy security thou shalt be 
destroyed, and perish in the day of vengeance. 
Before judgement examine thyself, and in the 
day of visitation thou shalt find mercy. Humble 
thyself before thou be sick, and in the time of 
ions shew repentance. Let nothing hinder thee 
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to pay thy vow in due time, and defer not until 
death to be justified. Think upon the -wrath that 
shall be at the end, and the time of vengeancej 
when he shall turn away his face. He that 
washeth himself after the touching of a dead 
body, if he touch it again what availeth his 
washing ? So it is with a man that fasteth for his 
sins, and goeth again, and doeth the same : who 
"will hear his prayer? or what doth his humbling 
profit him? Return unto the Lord and forsake 
thy sins, make thy prayer before his face, and 
offend less. Turn again to the Most High, and 
turn away from iniquity : for he will lead thee 
out of darkness unto the light of health ; and 
hate thou abomination vehemently. How great 
is the loving kindness of the Lord our God, and 
his compassion unto such as turn unto him io 
holiness. 



Ezekiel. 

As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no ple»< 
sure in the death of the wicked ; but that the 
wielded turn from hi» way. and li^e : turn yc, 
turn ye, from yoiir evil ways : for why will ye 
die ? If the wicked will turn from ail his sios 
that he hath conuaitted, and keep all my statut^eft. 
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and do that which is lawful and rights he shall 
surely live^ he shall not die. All his trans- 
gressions that he hath committed^ they shall *iiot 
be mentioned uatohim: in his righteousness that 
he hath done he shall lire. Hare I any pleasure 
at all that the wicked should die ^ saith the Lord 
God ; and not that he should return from his ways 
and live ? When the wicked man turneth away 
from his wickedness that he hath committed, and 
doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall save 
his soul alive. Because he considereth, and 
turneth away from all his transgressions that he 
hath committed, he shall surely lire, he shall not 
die. If the wicked restore the pledge^ give again 
that he had robbed, walk in the statutes of life, 
without committing iniquity; he shall surely 
live, he shall not die. None of his sins that he 
hath committed shall be mentioned unto him : 
he hath done that which is lawful and right ; he 
shall surely live. For I have no pleasure in the 
death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God : 
wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye. 

Proverbs. 
He that covereth his sins shall not prosper ; but- 
whoso confesseth and forsaketfa them shall have 
mercy. 

VOL. I. X 
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Job. 

Pray unto God, and he will be favourable. 
Seek unto God betimes, and make thy supplica- 
tion to the Almighty. He looketh upon men, 
and if ^y say, I have sinned, and perverted that 
which was right, and it profited me not; he will 
deliver his soul from going into the pit, and his 
life shall see the light. 



Joel. 

Therefore also now, saith the Lord, turn ye 
even to me with all your heart, and with fa^jting, 
and with weeping, and with mourning : and rend 
your htart, and not your garments, and turn 
unto the Lord your God : for he is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, 
and repenteth him of the evil. 



Isaiah* 

Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call 
ye upon him while he is near: let the wicked 
forsake his way^ and the unrighteous man his 



I 
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thoughts : and let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon. 



On old age* 

Ecclesiasticus. 



O how comely a thing is judgement for grey 
hairs, and for ancient men to know counsel ! 
O how comely is the wisdom of old men, and 
uriderstanding and counsel to men of honour! 
Much experience is the crown of old men, and 
the fear of God is their glory. 



Proverbs. 

The hoary head is a crown oP glory if it be 
found in the way of righteousness. 



x2 



¥32 SACRED HOURS^ kc. 



On Death. 

Ecclesiasticus. 

O death> how bitter is the remembrance of 
thee to a man that liveth at rest in his poasessions^ 
unto the man that hath nothing to vex hinii and 
that hath prosperity in all things: yea, unto him 
that is yet able to' receire meat ! O death, ac- 
ceptable is thy sentence unto the Bee4yj &Q<i vmto 
him whose strength failethj that is now in the 
last age« and is vexed \yitb all thingSj and to him 
that despairethj and hath lost patience I Fe^r 
not the sentence of death, remit^n^ber them that 
have been before thee, and that come afler ; for 
this is the sentence of the Lord over all flesh. 
And why art thou ag;ikinst the pleasure of the 
Most High? there is no inquisition in the grave, 
whether thou have lived ten, or an hundred^ or a 
thousand years. All flesh waxelh old as a gar« 
ment: for the covenant from the beginning is. 
Thou shah die the death. As of the green leaves 
on a thick tree, some fall, and some grow ; so is 
the generation of flesh and blood, one comethto 
an end, and another is born. Every work rot* 
teth, and consumeth away, and the worker 
thereof shall go withal. Remember my judge- 
ment : for thine also shall be so ; yesterday for 
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me, and to-day for thee. When the dead is at 
rest, let his remembrance rest ; and be com- 
forted for him, when his spirit is departed from 
Jiim. Rejoice not over thy greatest enemy being 
dead, but remember that we die alh 



Job. 

T<ow a thing was secretly brought to me, and 
mine ear received a little thereof. In thoughts 
from the visions of the night, when deep sleep 
falleth on men, fear came upon me, and trem- 
bling, which made all my bones to shake. Then 
a spirit passed , before my face; the hair of my 
flesh stood up : it stood still, but T could not dis- 
cern the form thereof: an image was before mine 
eyes; there was ^ilence, and I heard a voice, 
saying. Shall mortal man be more just than GodB 
shall a man be more pure than his Maker ? Be- 
hold, he put no trust in his servants; and his 
angels he charged with folly : how much less in 
them that dwell in houses of clay, whose founda- 
tion is in the dust, which are crushed before the 
moth? They are destroyed from morning to 
evening: they perish forever, without any re- 
garding it. Doth not their excellency which is 
in them go away ; they die even without wisdom* 

x3 
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Brom the sfimc, 

Man that is born of a woman is of few days^ 
and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a 
flower, and is cut down : he fleeth also as a sha- 
dow, and continuetb }iOU Seeing his days are 
determined, the number of his months are with 
thee, thou hast appointed his bounds that he can- 
not pass ; for there is hope of a tree, if it be cut 
down, that it will sprout again, and that the 
tender branch thereof will not cease. Though 
the root thereof w^x old in the earth, and the 
stock thereof die in the ground; yet through the 
scent of water it will bud, and bring forth boughs 
like a plant. But man dieth, and wasteth away: 
yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he ? 
As the waters fail from the sea, and the flood d&> 
cayeth and drielh up : so man lieth down, and 
riseth not : till the heavens be no more, they shall 
not awake, nor be raised out of their s)eep. We 
are^ but of yesterday, and know nothing, be- 
cause our days upon earth are a shadow. One 
dieth in his full strength, being wholly at ease 
and quiet. And another dieth in the bitterness 
of his soul, and never eateth with pleasure. 
They shall lie down alike in the dust^ and Uki 
worms'shall cover them. 
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On charity and compassion for the t^fflicted, 

Ecclesiasticus: 

My son, defraud not the poor of his living, 
and make not the needy eyes to wait long. 
Make not a hungry soul sorrowful ; neither pro- 
Toke a man in his distress. Add not more trou* 
ble to an heart that is vexed ; and defer not to 
give to him that is in need. Reject not the sup- 
plication of the afflicted ; neither turn away thy 
face from a poor man. Turn not away thine eye 
from the needy, and give him none occasion to 
curse thee. Let it not grieve thee to bow down 
thine ear to the poor, and give him a friendly 
answer with meekness. Deliver him that suffer- 
eth wrong from the hand of the oppressor ; and 
be not fainthearted when thou sittest in judge- 
ment. Be as a father unto the fatherless, and in- 
stead of an husband unto their mother: so shalt 
thou be as the son of the Most High, and he shall 
love thee more than thy mother doth. Fail not 
to be with them that weep, and mourn with them 
that mourn. Be not slow to visit the sick: for 
that sh^H make thee to be beloved. Reproach 
not a man that turnetb from sin, but remember 
that we are all worthy of punishment. My son, 
blemish not thy good deeds, neither use uncom- 
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fortable words when thou givest any thing. 
Shall not the dew assuage the heat ? so is a word 
better than a gift. Lo, is not a word better thaa 
a gift? but both are with a gracious man. 



Trom the same. 

When thou wilt do good, know to whom thoir 
doest it; so shalt thou be thanked for thy bene- 
fits. Do good to the godly man, and thou shalt 
fmd a recompence ; and if not from him, yet 
from the Most High. Help the poor for the 
commandment's sake, and turn him not away 
because of his poverty. And stretch thine hand 
unto the poor, that thy blessing may be per- 
fected. Give unto the Most High according as 
he hath enriched thee; and as thou hast gotten, 
give with a cheerful eye. For the Lord recom- 
penseth, and will give thee seven times as much. 
Lay up thy treasure according to the command- 
ments of the Most High, and it shall bring thee 
more profit than gold. It shall fight. for thee 
against thine enemies better than a mighty shield 
and streng spear. Water will quench a flaming 
fire; and alms maketh an atonement for sins. 
And he that requiteth good turns is mindful of 
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that which may come hereafter ; and \irhen he 
ialleth^ he shall find a stay. 



Proverb*. 

Rob not the poor, because he is poor : neither 
oppresi the afflicted in the gate : for the Lord 
will plead their cause, and spoil the soul of those 
|)i]^t spoiled them. Withhold not good from 
theqato whom it is due, when it is in the power 
of thine hjand to do it. Say not unto thy neigh- 
bour. Go, and come again> and to-morrow I will 
give; when thou hast it by thee. Devise not 
evil against thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth 
securely by thee. Strive not with a man with- 
out cause, if he have done thee no harm. He 
that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed ; for he 
giveth of his bread tp the poor. Whoso stoppeth 
his ears at the cry of the poor, h^ also shall cry 
himself, but shall not be heard. He that op- 
presseth the poor reproacheth his Maker; but 
he that honoureth him bath mercy on the poor. 
Whoso mocketb the poor reproacheth his Maker: 
and he that is glad at calamities shall not be un- 
punished. He that de'^pi^eth his neighbour sin-- 
neth : but he that hath mercy on the poor, happy 
i» he. He that hath pity upon th^ poor lendetb 
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unto the Lord; and that which he hath given 
will he pay him again. 



Tobit. 

Give of thy bread to the hungry, and of thy 
garmontg to them that are naked ; give alms of 
thy substance ; and whdn thou givest alms, let 
not thine eye be envious, neither turn thy face 
from any poor, and the face of God shall not 
be turned away from thee. If thou hast abun- 
dance, give alms accordingly : if thou have but 
a little, be not afraid to give according to that 
little : for thou layest up a good treasure for thy- 
self against the day of necessity. For alms is a 
good gift unto all that give it in the sight of the 
Most High. 



On meekness and humiluy* 

Ecclesiasticus. 

My SOD, go on with thy business in meekness : 
so shalt thou be beloved of him that is approved. 
The greater thou art, the more humble thyself, 
and thou shalt find favour before the Lord. For 
♦he power of the Lord is great, and he is honoured 
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of the lowly.. Seek not.out the things that are 
too hard for thee, neither search the things that 
are above thy strength. But what is commanded 
thee, think thereupon with reverence ; for it is 
not neediul for thee to see with thine eyes the 
things that are in secret. Be not curious in un- 
necessa.y matters: for more things are shewed 
unto thee than men understand. For many are 
deceived by their own vain opinion : and an evil 
suspicion hath overthrown their judgement. 
Without eyes thou slialt want light ; profess not 
the knowledge thereiore that thou hast not. 
Extol not thyself in the counseF of thine own 
heart; be not over wise in doing thy busintjs; 
and boast not thyself in the time of thy di.<treis. 
Better is he that labour«th, and aboundeth in all 
things, than he that boasteth himst Ir", and want- 
eth bread. My son, glorify thy soul in meek- 
nes-, and give it honour according to the dignity 
thereof. Exalt not thyself, lest thou fall, and 
bring dishonour upon thy soul, and so GM dis- 
cover thy secrets, and cast thee down in the 
midst of the congregation, because thou earnest 
not in truth to the fear of the Lord, but thy 
heart is full of deceit- For the fear of the Lord 
is wisdom and instruction: and faith and meek- 
ness are bis. deligh^ 
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Proverbs. 

By humility, and the fear of the Lord arc 
riches^ and honour, and life. The fear of the 
Lord is the instruction of wisdom; an 5 before 
honour is humility. Surely he scorneth the 
scorners : but he giveth grace unto the lowly. 
Let another man praise thee, and not thine own 
mouth ; a stranger, and not thine own lips. It 
is not good to eat much honey ; so for men to 
search their own glory is not glory. Put not 
forth thyself in the presence of the king, aud 
stand not in the place of great men : for better it 
is that it be said unto thee. Come up hither^ than 
that thou shouldest be put lower in the presence 
of the prince whom thine eyes have seen. If 
thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thyself, or 
if thou hast thought evil, lay thine hand upon 
thy mouth. Better it is to be ef an humble spi- 
rit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with 
the proud. When pride cgmeth, then coinetji 
thame : but with the lowly is wisdom. 



PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 241 

On Pride, Covetattsness, and Emj. 

Ecclesiastictts. 

Why is earth and ashes proud? Pride is hateful 
before God and mant apd by both doth one corn- 
mtt iniquity. The beginning of pride is when ooo 
departeth fromGod^ and his heart isturnec^away 
from his Maker. The Lord hath cast down the 
thrones of proud princes^ and set up the meek ia 
their stead. The Lord hath plucked up the roots 
of the proud nations^ and planted the lowly in 
their place. In the punishment of the proud 
there is no remedy; for the plant of wickedness 
hath taken root in him. The envious man hath 
a wicked eye; he turneth away his fece^ and 
despiseth men. A covetous man's eye is not 
satisfied with bts portkn ; aad th« iniquity of the 
wicked drieth up his soul. A wicked eye envi- 
eth his bread, and he is a niggard at his table* 
There is not a more wicked thing than a covetous 
man : for such an one setteth his own soul to sale; 
because while he liveth he casteth away his 
boweb. Envy and wrath shorten the Hfe, and 
carefxiliiess bringeth age before the thne. Mock- 
ery and reproach are ftom the proud ; but ven^^ 
geance, as a lion, shall lio wait for them. Pride 
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was not made for men, nor furious anger for them 
that are born of a woman. 



Proverbs. 

There is a generation, O how lofty are their 
eyes! and their eyelids are lifted up. An high 
look and a proud heart, and the plowing of the 
wicked is sin. Pride goeth before destructioo, 
and an haughty spirit before a fall. The Lord will 
destroy the house of the proud: but he will 
establish the border of the widow. A man's pride 
shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the 
humble in spirit. A sound heart is the life of the 
flesh: but envy the rottenness of the booes. 
Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous ; but who 
is able to stand before envy ? 



On Truth, 
Ecclesiasticus. 



In nowise speak against the truth; but be 
abashed of the error of thine ignorance. Devise 
not a lie against thy brother ; neither do the like 
to thy friend. Use not to make aay manner of 
lie : for the custom thereof is not good. A lie is 
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afoul blot in a man, yet it is . continually in 
the mouth of the untaught. The disposition of 
a liar is dishonourable, and his shame is ever 
with hira. Strive for the truth unto death, and 
the Lord shall dght for thcQ. 



Proverbs, 

The lip of truth shall be established for ever : 
tut a lying tongue is but for a moment. The 
getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a vanity 
tossed to and fro of them that seek death. A 
lying tongue hateth those that are afflicted by it; 
and a flattering mouth worketh ruin. lie that 
hideth hatred v?ith lying lips, and he that utter- 
eth a slander, is a fool. Be not a witness against 
thy neighbour without cause ; and deceive not 
with thy lips. A false witness shall not be un- 
punisheJ, and he thatspeaketh lies shall not es- 
cape. He that speaketh truth sheweth forth 
righteousness: but a false witness deceit. Buy 
the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and in- 
gt ruction, and understanding. A righteous man 
liateth lying ; but a wicked man is loathsome, 
y2 
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and Cometh to shame. Lying lips are abomiaa- 
lioQ to the Lord : but they that deal truly are bis 
delight. 



On Anger, 

Ecclesiasticu8. 

Abstain from strife^ dud thou shalt diminish 
thy sins : for a furious man will kindle strife. A 
sinful man disquieteth friends, and maketh de- 
bate among them that be at peace. As the mat- 
ter of the fire is, so it burneth : and as a man's 
strength is, so is his wrath ; and according to his 
riches his anger riseth ; and the stronger they are 
^rhich contend, the more they will be inflamed. 
An hasty contention kindleth a fire: and an hasty 
fighting sheddeth blood. If thou blow the spark, 
it shall burp : if thou spit upon it, it shall be 
quenched : and both these come out of thy 
mouth. A furious man cannot be justified ; for 
the sway of hia fury shall be his destructioa. 
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Proverbs. 

Make no friendship with an angry man ; and 
^th a furious man thou shalt not go : lesf thou 
leani his ways^ and get a snare to thy soul. Go 
ikKifi forth hastily to strive, lest thou know not 
what to do in the end thereof, when thy neigh- 
bour hath put thee to shame. The beginning of 
strife is as 'when one letteth out water: therefore 
leave off contention, before it be meddled with. 
Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go but ; 
yea, strife . and reproach shall cease. As coals 
are to burning coals, and wood to fire; so is a 
contentious man to kindle strife. A wrathful 
man stirreth up strife : but he that is slow to an* 
ger appeaseth strife. A fro ward man soweth 
strife ; and ,a whisperer separateth chief friends. 
A violent man enticeth his neighbour, and lead- 
eth him into the way that is not good. He shut- 
teth his eyes to devise froward things; moving 
his lips he bringeth evil to pass. A man of great 
wrath shall suffer punishment : for if thou deli- 
ver him, yet thou must do it again. He that 
hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that 
is.broken down, and without walls. He loveth 
transgression that loveth strife : and he that ex- 
alteth his gate seeketh destruction. A soft an* 
y3 
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swer ta1*neth away wrath : but giieyous word» 
stir up anger. Seest thou a man that is hasty in 
'hid words I there is more hope of a fool than of 
him. A whcrfeflome tongue is a tree of Hfe ; but 
perrerseneas therein ia a breach in the spirit. It- 
is an honour ior a man to cease fronot strife ; bol 
every fool will be meddfing. He that i» slow t9 
wrath is oi great nnderstanding : bat he that i# 
hasty of ^irit, ezalteth IbUy. He that is slow 
to anger is better than the mighty : and be that 
nileth his spiiit than he that taketh a city. The 
diseretion of a man deferreth his anger, aad it is 
his glory to pass oTer a tiouMgresBioii. 



On Revenge^ 
Ecclesiasticusw 



He that rerengeth shall find vengeance from 
the Lord, and he will sorely keep hi9 sin in re- 
membrance. Forgive thy neigbbour the hurt 
that he hath done unto thee, so« shall thy sins 
also be forgiven when thou prayest. One maa 
beareth hatred against another, and doth he seek 
pardon from the Lord? He sheweth no mercy 
to a man, which hhkt himself: and dotb he ask 
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forgiveness of his own sins ^ If he that is but 
flesh nourish hatred, who will entreat for pardpn 
of his sins ? - Remember thy end, and let enmity 
cease ; remember corruption and deaths and abide 
in the commandments. Remember the com« 
mandmeuts, and bear no malice to thy neigh- 
boar ! remember the covenant of the Highest, 
and wink at ignorance. Bear not hatred to thy 
neighbour for every wrong ; and do nothing at 
all by injarioas practice* 



Proverbs. 

Rejoice not^^hen thine enemy falletK; and Jet 
not thine heart be glad when he stumbleth ; if 
thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; 
and if he be thirsty, give i^'tm water to drink : for 
thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and 
the Lord shall reward thee. Say not, I will do 
so to him as he hath done tome; I will render to 
the man according to his work. Say not thou, X 
will recompense evil ; but wait on the Lord, and 
ke shall save thee. 
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On Slander, Swearing, Sfc, 

Ecclesiasticus. 

A backbiting tongue hath disquieted many, 
and driven them from nation to nation : strong 
cities hath it pulled down, and overthrown the 
houses of great men. A backbiting tongue hath 
cast out virtuous women, and deprived them of 
their labours. Whoso hearkeueth unto it shall 
never find rest, and never dwell quietly. The 
stroke of the whip maketh marks in the flesh ; 
but the stroke of the tongue breaketh the bones. 
Many have fallen by the edge of the sword : but 
liot so many as have fallen by the tongue. Well 
is he that is defended from it, and hath not passed 
through the venom thereof; who hath not drawn 
the yoke thereof, nor hath been bound in her 
bands. For the yoke thereof is a yoke of iron, 
and the bands thereof are bands of brass. The 
death thereof is an evil death, the grave 
were better than it. It shall not have rule over 
them that fear God, neither shall they be burned 
with the flame thereof. Such as forsake tbe Lord 
shall fall into it ; and it shall burn in them, and 
not be quenched ; it shall be sent upon them as a 
lion, and devour them as a leopard. A good life 
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hath but few days : but a good name endureth 
for ever. Accustom not thy mouth to swearhig; 
Beitber use thyself to the naming of the Holy 
One. For aft a servant that is continually beatea 
«hall not be -without a blue mark : so he that 
sweareth and uameth God continually shall not 
be faultless. Use not thy mouth to intemperate 
swearing, for therein is the word of sin. 



Book of Wisdom. 

The ear of jealousy heareth all things : and the. 
noise of murmarings is not hid. Therefore be« 
ware of murmuring, which is unprofitable, and 
refrain your tongue from backbiting ; for there 
is no word so secret, that shall go for nought: 
and the m6uth that belieth, slayeth the soul. 
Wisdom is a loving spirit: and will not acquit a. 
blasphemer of his words: for Ood is witness of 
his reins, and a true beholder of bis heart, and a 
hearer of his tongue. For the spirit of the Lord 
filleth the world : and that which containeth all 
things hath knowledge of the voice. Therefore 
he that i^aketh unrighteous things cannot be 
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hid : neither shall vengeance/when it punisheth^ 
pass by him. For inquisition shall be made into 
the counsels of the ungodly : and the sound of 
his words shall come unto the Lord> for the mani* 
fcstation of his wicked deeds. 



On Riches. 
Ecciesiasticus. 



Watching for riches consumeth the flesh, anJ 
the care thereof driveth- away sleep. Watch- 
ing care will not let a man slumber, as a sore 
disease breaketh sleep. Gold hath been the 
ruin of many, and their destruction was present. 
It is a stumbling block unto them that sacrifice 
unto it, and every fool shall be taken therewith. 
Set not thy heart upon goods unjustly gotten, for 
they shall not profit thee in the day of calamity. 
The goods of the unjust shall be dried up like a 
river, and shall vanish with noise, like a great 
thunder in rain. Be not at variance with a rich 
man, lest he ovcrweigh thee: for gold hath de- 
stroyed many, and perverted the hearts of kings. 
A rich man beginning to M is held up of his 
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friejids: but a poor man being down, he is thrust 
also away by his friends. When a rich man is 
fallen^ he hath many helpers : he speaketh things 
not to be spoken, and yet men justify him : , the 
poor man slipped, and yet they rebuked him 
too; he spake wisely, and could have no place. 
When a rich man speaketh, every man holdeth 
his tongue, and, look, what he saith, they extol 
it to the clouds : but if the poor man speak, they 
say. What fellow is this ? and if he stumble, they 
will help to overthrow him. Riches are good 
unto him that hath no sin, and poverty is evil 
in the mouth of the ungodly. Blessed is the 
rich that is found without blemish, and hath not 
gone after gold. Who is he ? and we will call 
him blessed : for wonderful things hath he done 
among his people* Who hath been tried there- 
by, and found perfect ? then let him glory. 
Who might offend, and hath not oflended ? or 
done evil, and hath not done it ? His goods 
shall be established, and the congregation shall 
declare his alms. 
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ProTerbs* 

A good name is rather to be choaen than great 
riches, and loving favour rather than silver and 
gold. He that tru&teth in his riches shall fail« 
but the righteous shall flourish as a branch^ 
Riches profit not in the day of wrath : but righte* 
ousness delivereth from death. The rich and 
poor meet together : the Lord is the -maker of 
them all. labour not to be rich 2 cease from 
thine own wisdom. Wilt thou set thine eyes 
upon that which is not? for riches certainly make 
themselves wings ; they fly away« as an eagle 
toward heaven. For riches are not for ever: and 
doth the crown endure to every generation } 



0» Women, 
Proverbs. 



Who can find a virtuous woman ? for her price 
is far above rubies. The heart of her husband doth 
safely trust in her ; she will do him good and not 
evil all thedays of her life. She seeketh wool, and 
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flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. She 
is like the merchants' ships ; she briugeth h^r 
food from afar. She riseth also while it is yet 
nighty and giveth meat to her houshold, and a 
portion to her maidens. She consideretfa a fidd^ 
and buyeth it : with the frait of her hands she 
planteth a vineyard. She girdeth her loins with 
strength, and strength eneth her arn^. She per- 
ceiveth that her merchandise is good : her candle 
goeth not out by night. She layeth her iiands to 
the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. She 
sfcretcheth-out her hand to the poor; yea, she 
reacheth forth her hands to the needy. She is 
not afraid of the snow for her houshold : for all 
her houshold are clothed with scarlet. She mak- 
eth herself coverings of tapestry ; her clothing 
is silk and purple. Her husband is known in the 
gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the 
land. ' She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and 
delivereth girdles unto the merchant. Strength 
and honour are her clothing; and she shall re- 
joice in time to come. She openeth her mouth 
with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of 
kindness. She looketh well to the ways of her 
houshold, and eateth not the bread of idleness. 
Her children arise up, and call her blessed ; her 
husband also, and he praiseth her. Many 
daughters have done virtuously^ but thou ezoellest 
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them all. Favour is deceitibl, and beauty is 
'vaio : but a woman that feareth the Lord, she 
^all be praised. Give her of the fruit of her 
hands; and let her own works* praise her in the 



From the same. 

My son, attend anto my wisdom, and bow 
fhine ear to my understanding: that thou may est 
regard discretion, and that thy lips may keep 
knowl^ge. My son, keep thy lather's com- 
anandment, and forsake not the law of thy mo- 
ther: bind them continually upon thine heart, 
and tie them about thy neck. When thou goest, 
U shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall 
keep thee ; and whea thou awakest, it shall talk 
with thee. For the commandment is a lamp ; 
aad the law is light ; and reproof of instruction 
Are the way of life: to keep thee from the evil 
woman, from the flattery of the tongue of a 
atrange woman. Which forsaketh the guide of 
hec youths and forgetteth the covenant of her 
Gfid* Lust not after her beauty in thine heart : 
neither kt her take thee with her eyelids. Can 
a man take fire in his bosom, a)id his clothes not 
Jie busBed? Can ooe go upon hot coals, and his 
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feet not be burned? For the lips of a strange 
-womaa drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth is 
smoother than oil : but her end is bitter as worm- 
Wood, sharp as a two-edged sword. For her 
house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto 
the dead : none that go unto her return again, 
neither take they hold of the paths of life. Her 
feet go down to death; her steps take hold on 
hell. Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of 
life, her ways are moveable, that thou canst not 
know them. He^r me now therefore, O ye chil- 
dren, and depart not from the words of my 
mouth. Remove thy way far from her, and come 
not nigh the door of her house : lest thou give 
thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the 
cruel : lest strangers be filled with thy wealth ; 
^nd thy labours be in the house of a stranger ; 
9nd thoa mourn at the last, when thy fleslh and 
thy' body are consumed, avfd say. How have I 
bated instruction, and my heart despised re* 
proof; and have not obeyed the voice of my 
t)eacher8, nor incliiied mine ear t« them that iiw 
fltmcted me ! 



%2 
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From the same^ 

HoQse and riches are the ioheritance 
of fathers: and a prudent wife is from the 
Lord. Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good 
things and obtaineth favour of the Lord. It ii 
better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a 
contentious and an angry woman. A continual 
dropping on a very rainy day and a contentious 
woman are alike. As a jewel of gold in a swine's 
snout, so is a fair woman which is without di^ 
cretxon. 



Ecclesiasticus. 

Blessed is the man that hath a virtuous wife, 
for the number of his days shall be double. A 
virtuous womaa rejoiceth her husband, and he 
shall fulfil Ihe years of his life in peace. A 
silent and loving woman is a gift of the Lord ; 
apd there is nothing so much worth as a mind 
well instructed. A shamefaced and faithful wo* 
man is a double grace, and her continent mind 
cannot be valued. As the sun when it ariseth in 
the high heaven : so is the beauty of a good wife 
in the ordering of her house. But a grief of heart 
and sorrow i» a womau that is jealous over an* 
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Other woman, and a scourge of th« tongcie which 
-communicateth with all. An evil wife Is a yoke 
shaken to and fro: he that hath hold of her is as 
though he held a scorpion. Give meany plague^ 
but the plague of the heart : and any wickedness^ 
but the wickedness of a woman: I had rather 
dwell with a lion and a dragon, than to keep^ 
house with a wicked woman. The wickedness 
of a wbman changeth her face, and darkenetb 
her countenance like sackcloth. Her husband 
shall sit among his neighbours; and when he 
heareth it shall sigh bitterly. All wickedness is 
but little to the wickedness of a woman: let the 
portion of a sinner fall upon her. Better is tho* 
churlishness of a man than a courteous woman, ft 
woman, I say, which bringeth shanae and re-^ 
p roach . A di shon est woman contem^^eth shame: 
but an honest woman will reverence ^er husband* 
A wicked woman ia given as ,a portion to a 
wicked man : but a godly womaa is gi vea unto 
him that feareth the Lord. As thje climbing up ' 
a sandy way is to the feet of the aged, so is a 
wife full of words to a quiet man. Stumble not 
at the beauty of a woman>^ and desire her not for 
pleasure. Turn away thine eye from a beautiful 
woman, and look not upon another's beauty; for 
many have been deceived by the beauty of a 
woman ; for herewith love is kindled as a fire^ 
z3 
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Hast thou a wife after thy mind? forsake her, >- 
not : but ^ve not thyself over ta a light woman. 
Be not jealous over the wife of thy bosom, and 
teach her not any evil lesson against thyselC 
Forego not a wise and good womaa: for her 
. graqe is above gold. 



On Friendships 

Ecclesiasticus. 

A fliithfiil friend is a strong defence r and h^ 
that hath found such an one hath found a trea- 
«are. Nothing doth countervail a faithful friend^ 
and his excellency is invaluable. A iaithfuf 
fiiend is the medicine of life ; and they that fear 
the Lord shall find him. Whoso feareth the 
Lord shall direct his friendship aright : for as he* 
M»^ so shall his neighbour be also% 



JErom the same. 

Every friend saith^ I am his friend also t but 
there is a friend^ which is only a friend in name.. 
l» it not a grief unto death,, wJben a companioa 
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and friend is turned to an enemy ? O wicked 
imagination, whence earnest thou in to cover the 
earth with deceit ? There is a companion, which 
vejoiceth in the prosperity of a friend : bat in the 
time of trouble will be against him. Every 
counsellor extoUeth counsel ; but there is some 
that coanselleth for himself. Beware of a coun- 
seller, and know before what need he hath ; for 
he will counsel for himself; lest he cast the lot 
upon thee. Be in peace with many : neverthe- 
less have but one counsellor of a thousand. If 
thou wouldest get a friend, prove him first, and 
be not hasty to credit him. For some man is a 
friend for his own occasion, and will not abide 
in the day of thy troublev And there is a friend', 
who being turned to enmity and strife will dis** 
cover thy reproach. Again, some friend is a 
companion at the table, and will not continue in 
the day of thy affliction. But in thy prosperity 
he will be as thyself, and will be bold over thy 
^rvants. If thou be brought low, he will be 
against thee, and will hide himself from thy 
£ice. Separate thyself from thine enemies, and 
take heed of thy friends. A friend canngt be 
known in prosperity : and an enemy cannot be 
hidden in adversity. In the prosperity of a mani 
tnemies will be grieved : but in his t^dversity^ 
e^ea a friend will depart. Never trust thin'' 
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enemy : for like as iron rusteth, so is his wicked- 
ness. Though he humble himself, and g<o 
crouching, yet take good heed and beware of 
him, and thou shalt be unto him as if thou hadst 
wiped a lookingglass; and thou shait know that 
his rust hath not been ahogether wiped away. 
Set hjm not by th^e^ lest, when he hath over- 
thrown thee, he stand up in thy place ; neither 
let him sit at thy right hand, lest he seek to take 
thy seat, and thou at the last remember my 
words, and be pricked therewith. Afiect not to 
be made equal unto him in talk, and believe not 
his many words: for with much commanication 
will he tempt thee, and smiling upon thee will 
get out thy secrets: but cruelly he will lay up 
thy words, and will not spare to do thee hurt, 
and to put thee in prison. Observe, and take 
good heed, for thou walkest in peril of thy over- 
throwing: when thou hearestthe^se things, awake 
in thy sleep. If adversity come upon thee, thou 
shalt find him there first, aud though he pretend 
to help thee, yet shall he undermine thee. He 
will shake his head, s^nd clap his hands, and 
whisper much, and change his count^oaace. 
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From the same. 

Whoso discovereth secrets loseth his credit, 
and shall never find a friend to his mind. Love 
thy friend, and be faithful unto him : but if thou 
bewrayest his secrets, follow no more after him* 
For as a man hath destroyed his enemy ; so hast 
thou lost the love of thy neighbour. As one that 
letteth a bird go out of his hand, so hast thou let 
thy neighbour go^ and shall not get him again. 
Follow after him no more, for he is too far off; 
be is as a roe escaped out of the snare* As for a 
wound, it may be bound up : and after reviling 
there may be reconcilement : but he. that be» 
wrayeth secrets is without hope. 



From the same. 

Admonish a friend: it may be he hath not 
done it : and if he have done it, that he do it no 
mare» Admonish thy friend, it may be he hath 
not said it : and if he have,, that he speak it not 
again. Admonish a friend : for many times it ia-. 
a slander, and believe no* every tale. There is. 
one that slippeth in his speech, but not from hia 
heart; and who is he that hath not offended with 
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his tongue? Admonish thy neighbour before 
Ihou threaUn him ; and not being angry, give 
place to the law of the Most High, Whoso cast- 
eth a stone at the birds frayeth them away ; and 
he that upbraideth his friend breaketh friendship. 
Though thou drewest a sword at thy friend, yet 
despair not ; for there may be a returning to fa- 
Toor. • If thou hast opened thy mouth against 
thy friend, fear not j for there may be a recon- 
ciliation: except for upbraiding, or pride, ordis- 
chtsing of secrets, or a treacherous wound: 
for these things every friend will depart. Be 
faithful to thy neighbour in his poverty, abide 
stedfast unto him in the time of his trouble. 
Forget not thy friend in thy mind, and be not 
unmindful of him in thy riches. Do good unto 
thy friend before thou die, and according to thy 
ability stretch out thy hand and give to him. 
Forsake not an old friend 5 for the new is not 
compKirable to him : anew friend is as new wine; 
when it is old, thou shalt drink it with pleasure. 
Change not a friend for any good by no means; 
neither a faithful brother for the gold of Ophir. 
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Proverbs. 

A man that hath friends must shew himself 
friendly : and there is a friend thatsticketh closer 
than a brother. Thine own friend, and thy fa- 
ther's friend, forsake not. A friend loveth at all 
times, and a brother is born for adversity. A 
man that flattereth hid neighbour spreadeth a net 
for his feet. Faithful are the wounds of a friend; 
i)ut the kisses of an enemy are deceitful. 



On Health and Cheerfulness, 

Ecclesiasticus. 

Better is the poor, being sound and strong of 
•constitution, than a rich man that is alHicted in 
his body. Health and a good state of body are 
above all gold, and a strong body above infinite , 
wealth. There is no riches above a sound body^ 
and no joy above the joy of the heart. Death is 
better than a bitter life, or continual sickness* . 
Give not over thy mind to heaviness, and afflict 
not thyself in thine own counsel. The gladness 
•of the heart is the life of man, and thejoyfulness 
of a man prolongeth his days. Love thine own 
MO\x\, and comfort tby heart, remove sorrow far 



f 64 SACRED HOURS, &C. 

from thee : for sorrow hath killed msLuy, and 
there is no profit therein. Foi* of heaviness coni- 
eth death, and the heaviness of the heart break* 
eth strength. Take no heaviness to heart : drive 
it away, and remember the last end ; forget it 
not, for there is no turning again. 



On Temperance. 
Eccleslasticus. 



All things are not profitable for all men, nei- 
ther hath every soul pleasure in every thing. 
Be not unsatiable in any dainty thing, nor too 
greedy upon meats: for excess of meats bringeth 
sickness, and surfeiting will turn into choler. 
By surfeiting have many perished ; but he that 
taketh heed prolongeth his life. Sound sleep 
cometh of moderate eating: he riseth early, and 
his wits are with him : but the pain of watching, 
and choler, and pangs of the belly, are with an 
unsatiable man. If thou givest thy soul the de>* 
sires that please her, she will make thee a laugh- 
ing stock to thine enemies that malign thee. 
Take not pleasure in much good cheer, neither 
be tied to the expence thereof. Shew not thy 



POUTIOKS OP SCRIPTURE. S6'S 

vs^iantness in wiae ; for wine hath destroyed 
many. The farnace proveth the edge by dip- 
piog: so doth wine the hearts of the proud by 
drankeuness. Wine naeasurably drunk and ia 
season bringeth gladness of the hearty aud cheer- 
fulness of the mindi but wine drunken with ex* 
cess maketh bitterness of the mind, with brawl- 
ing and quarrelling; drunkenness increaseth the 
rage of a fool till he oSend: it diminisheth 
strength, and maketh wounds. Rebuke not thy 
neighbour at the wine, and despise him not in 
his mirth : give him no despitefiil words, and 
press not upon him with urging him to drink. 



Proverbs. 

Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging ; and 
whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise. He 
that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man : he that 
loveth wine and oil shall not be rich. Hear 
thou, my son, and be wise, and guide thine heart 
in the way. Be not among wine bibbers ; among 
riotous eaters of flesh. For the drunkard and 
the glutton shall come to poverty ; and drowsi- 
ness shall clothe a man with rags. Who hath 
woe? who hath sorrow? who hath conteatioin;? 

VOL. I. A A 
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vrho hath babbling ? %Yho hath wounds without 
cause ? who hath redness of eyes ? They that 
tarry long at the wine^ they that go to seek 
mixed wine. Look not thou upon the wioe 
when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the 
cup, when it moveth itself aright : at the last 
it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an 
adder. 



On Indtistry and Sloth, 
Proverbs. 



Go to the ant^ thou sluggard ; consider her 
ways, and be wise: which having no guide, 
overseer, or ruler, provide^h her meat in the sum- 
mer, and gathereth her food in the harvest. How 
long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard ? when wilt thou 
arise out of thy sleep ? Yet a little sleep, a little 
sfumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep : 
to shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, 
and thy want as an armed man. The sluggard 
will not plow by reason of the cold ; therefore 
shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing. The 
soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing : 
but the soul of the diligent shall be made fkt. 
Sloth fulness casteth into a deep sleep; and an 
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idle soul shall suiFer hunger. As the door turneth 
upon his hinges, «o .doth the slothful upon his 
bed. The slothful hldeth his haud in his bosom; 
it grieveth him to bring it again to his mouth. 
The hand of the diligent shall bear rule : but the 
slothful shall be under tribute. Love not sleep, 
lest thou come to poverty : open thine eyes> and 
thou shalt be satisfied with bread. 1 went by 
the field of the sloth ful, and by the vineyard of 
the man void of understanding; and, lo, it was 
alt grown over with thorns, and nettles had co- 
vered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof 
^asr broken down. Then I saw, and considered 
it well; I looked upon it, and received instruc- 
tion. 



AA i? 
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EcclasiMtictti. 

Sw««t langtiftge will multiply friends: and a 
fair speaking longue will increase kind greetings. 

The furnace proveth the potter's vessels ; sa 
the trial of ouui isin his reasoning. 

The frait declareth if the tree have beer> 
dressed ; so is the utterance of a coxiceit in the 
heart of man. 

Honour and shame is in talk,: and the tongue 
of man is his fall. 

For the hand of the artificer the work shall 
be commended: and the wise ruler of the people 
for his speech. / 

He that can rule his tongue shall live without 
strife ; and he that hateth babbling^shall have less 
evil. 

The lips of talkers will be telling such things 
as pertain not unto thern : but the words of such 
as have understanding are weighed in the ba- 
lance. 

The heart of fools is in their mouth : but the 
moUth of the wise is in their heart. 
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To slip upon a pavement is better than to slip 
with the tongue : so the fall of the wicked shall 
come speedily. 

There is one that keepeth silence> and is found 
wise : and another by much babbling becometh 
hateful. 

Some man.holdeth his tongue^ because he hath 
not to answer : and some keepeth silence^ know-* 
ing his time. 

There is that destroyeth bis own soul through 
bashfulness, and by accepting of persons over- 
throweth himself. 

There is that for bashfulness promiseth to hi» 
friend^ and maketh him his enemy for nothing. 

A patient man will bear for a time^ and after* 
mard joy shall spring up unto him. 

He will hide his words for a time^ and the lips 
of many shall declare his wisdom. 

Well is him that hath found prudence^ and he 
that speaketh in the ears of them that will hear. 

A sinful man will not be Eepi:o?ed>, but findeth 
an excuse according to his will. 

U a skilful man hear a wise word he will com- 
mend it> and add unto k : but as soon as one of 
no understanding heareth it, it displeaseth him, 
and he casteth it behind his back.. 

There is a wicked man that hangeth down hi» 
head sadly s but inwardly he is full of deceit^ 
A^ 3 
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Casting down his counteDance, and making as 
if he heard not: where he is not known, he will 
do thee a mischief before thou be aware. 

And if for want of power he be hindered from 
sinning, yet when he findeth opportunity he will 
do evil. 

All flesh, consorteth according to kind, and a 
man will cleave to his like. 

What fellowship hath the wolf with the lamb? 
io the sinner with the godly. 

Learning is onto a wise man as an ornament of 
gold, and like a bracelet upon his right arm. 

Wisdom that is hid, and treasure that » hoard- 
ed up, what profit is in them both ? 

Children and the bnilding of a city continue a 
man's nanae : but a blameless wife is counted 
above them both. 

The father awaketh for the daughter, when no 
man knoweth ; and the care for her taketh away 
sleep : when she is young, lest she pass away the 
flower of her age; and being married, lest she 
should be hated. 

A tale out of season is as mnsic in mourning > 
but stripes and correction of wisdom are never 
out of time. ^ 

Bountifulness 19 a most frmtful garden, and 
mercifolness endureth £»r ever. 

To labour, and to be eont«Bl with thai a ammi 
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hath, is a sweet life: but he that fiudeth a trea- 
sure is above them both. 

Wine and music rejoice the heart: but the 
love of wisdom is above them both. 

The pipe and the psaltery make sweet melody: 
but a pleasant tongue is above them both. 

A friend and companion never meet amiss: but 
above both is a wife with her husband. 

Brethren and help are against time of trouble : 
but alms shall deliver more than them both. 

Gold and silver make the foot stand sure : but 
counsel is esteemed above them both. 

The hopes of a man void of understanding are 
vain and false : and dreams lift up fools. 

Whoso regardeth dreams is like him'thaf catch- ' 
eth at a shadow, and fblloweth after the wind. 

The vision of dreams is the resemblance of 
one thing to another, even as the likftness of a face 
to a face. 

Of an unclean thing what can be cleansed ? 
and from that thing which is false what truth can 
come? 

Divinations, and soothsayings, and dreams, are 
vain : and the heart fancieth^ as a woman's heart 
in travail. 

Dreams have deceived many, and they have 
failed that put their trust in them. 
It is not meet to despise the poor man that hath 
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.a wickedness shall be 
^» he that resistetb pleasures 
^ ills life. 

<naa of counsel will be considerate ; bal a 
^I'ange and proud man Ls not daunted with fear, 
eveff when of himself he hath done without 
counsek 

lie that worketh mischief, it shall fall upon 
him^ and he shall not know whence it cometh. 

The heart of a man changeth his countenance, 
whether it l)e for good or evil : and a merry 
heart maketh a cheerful countenance. 

A cheerful countenance is a token of ^a heart 
that is jn prosperity ; and the finding out of para* 
bles is a wearisome labour of the mind. 

A man may be known by his look« and one 
that hath understanding by his countenance^ 
when thou meetest him. 

A man's attire, and excessive laughter, and 
gait, shew what he is. 

A fool will upbraid churlishly, and a gift o£ 
he envious consumeth the eyes. 
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at hath travelled knoweth many 
that hath much experience will 

ings that miae he^rt feareth; 

the gathering together of an 

^ Msa accusation, 

\bat grieve my heart; 

«xie angry: a man of war 

. |iOverty; and men of understand* 

•«iat are net set by ; and one that returnbth 

from righteousness to sin ; the Lord prepareth 

such an one for the sword. 

In three things I was beautified, and stood up 
beautiful both before God and men : the unity of 
brethren, the love of neighbours, a man and a 
^yife that agree together* 



Eeclesiastes* 

It is better to go to the house of mourning, 
than to go to the house of feasting; for that is 
the end of all men; and the living will lay it to 
his heart. 

Sorrow is better than laughter : for by the sad- 
ness of the countenance the heart is made better. 

The heart of the wise is in the house of mourn-- 
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usin-ein wickedness shall be 
Dut he that reusteth pleasures 
f ,iieth his life. 

A man of counsel will be considerate ; but a 
strange and proud man Ls not daunted with fear^ 
eveff when of himself he hath done without 
counsek 

lie that worketh mischief, it shall fall upon 
him^ and he shall not know whence it cometh. 

The heart of a man changeth his countenance, 
whether it l)e for good or evil : and a merry 
heart maketh a cheerful countenance. 

A cheerful countenance is a token of a heart 
that is ja prosperity ; and the finding out of para* 
bles is a wearisome labour of the mind. 

A man may be known by his look, and one 
that hath understanding by his countenance> 
when thou meetest him. 

A man's attire^ and excessive laughter, and 
gait, shew what he is. 

A fool will upbraid churlishly, and a gift of 
the envious consumeth the eyes. 
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A man that hath travelled knoweth many 
things jaad he that hath much experience wiU 
declare wisdom. 

There be three thiugs that miae heart feareth; 
the flander of a city» the gathering together of an 
unruly multitude^ aad a false accusation. 

There be two things that grieve my b^art ; 
and the third maketh me angry: a man of war 
that sufferetb poverty ; and men of understand* 
ing that are not set by ; and one that returneth 
from righteousness to sin; the Lord prepareth 
such an one for the sword. 

In three things I was beautified, and stood up 
beautiful both before God and men : the unity of 
brethren, the love of neighbours^ a man and a 
wife that agree together.. 



Ecclesiastes* 

It is better to go to the house of mourning, 
than to go to the house of feasting; for that is 
the end of all men; and the living will lay it to 
his heart. 

Sorrow is better than laughter : for by the sad- 
ness of the countenance the heart is made better. 

The heart of the wise is in the house of mourn-- 



274 SACRED HOURS, &C. 

ing; hut the heart of fools is ia the house of 
mirth. 

It is better to hear the rebuke of the wiae« than 
for a man to hear the song of fools. 

Better is an handful with quietness^ than both 
the hands full with travail and vexation of spirit. 

Better is the end of a thing than the beginning 
thereof: and the patient in spirit is better than 
the proud in spirit. 

By much sloth fulness the bu i Id i ng^ decay eth; 
and through idleness of the hands the house 
droppeth through. 

A fool's voice is known by multitude of words, 
for in many words there are also divers vanities : 
but fear thou God. 

Wisdom is a defence, and money is a defence : 
but the excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom 
giveth life to them that have it. 

Whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel no 
evil thing : and a wise man's heart discerneth 
both time and judgement. 



Provejbs. 

Better ts little with the fear of the Lord, than 
great treasure and trouble therewith. 
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Better is a dinner of herbs wnere lore i^, than 
a stalled ox and hatred therewith. 

Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, 
than a house full of sacrifices with strife. 

Belter is a little with righteousnes.s^ than great 
revenues without right. •' 

Better is the poor that walketh in his upright* 
ness, than he that is perverse in his ways, chough 
he be rich. 

A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance ; 
but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken. 

All the days of the aiflicted are evil : but he 
that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast. 

Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop : 
Jbut a good word maketh" it glad. 

Only by pride cometh contention : but with 
ihe well-advised is wisdom. 

Hope deferred maketh the heart sick : but 
cwhen the desire cometh, it is a tree of. life. 

'Whoso despisetti the word shall be destroyed : 
but he that fearetti the commandment shall be re«> 
warded. 

The law of the wise is a fountain of life^ to de- 
part from the snares of death. ' 

Many seek the ru lei's favour ; but every man^s 
Judgement cometh from tbe Lord. 

JViercy and truth preserve the king: and his 
^rone is Jipholden by mercy. 
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The king that faithfully judgeth the poor^ his 
throne shall be established for ever. 

Happy is the man that feareth alway : bat he 
that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief. 

As an ear-ring of gold, and an ornament of 
fine gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obedient 
ear. 

Whoso boasteth' himself of a false gift is like 
clouds and wind without rai^i. 

Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not 
depart from his house. 

As he that taketh away a garment in cold wea- 
ther, and as vinegar upon nitre, so is he that 
singeth songs to an heavy htart. 

As cold waterk to a thirsty soiil, so is good news 
from a €nr oo<uitry» 

Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine 
evil : but to the connsellors of .peace is joy. 

He that passeth by, and meddleth with stri/e 
belouging not to hhn, is like one that taketh a 
dog by the ears. 

As a madman, who casteth firebrands, arrows, 
and death ; so is the man that deceiveth bis neigh- 
bour^ and saith. Am not I in sport ? 

Whoso diggctha pit shall fall therein : and he 
that rolleth a stone, it will return upon him. 

Seest ihon a man wise in his own coBceit? 
there is more hope jof a fool thaa of him* 
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A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass, and 

a rod for the fool's back. 

He that justifieth the wicked, amd he that con* 
demneth the just, even they both are abomina* 
tion to the Lord. 

He that atiswereth a matter before h^ heareth 
it, it is folly and shame unto him. 

The spirit of a man will sostain his Inflrttkity ; 
but a wounded spirit who can bear } 

The heart knoweth his own btttenken ; and a 
stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy. 

There is a way which seemeth right unto i 
man ; but the end thereof are the wajrs of death* 

Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and 
the end of that mirth is heaviness. 

Wealth maketh many friends; but the poor a, 
sepatatad from his aeighboiir. - 

Many will intreat the fatouf of the prince : 
and every inan is a friend to him that giveth gifls. 

The rich ruleth ovefthe poor> and the borrower 
is servant to the lender. 

There is that scattereth, and yet increitseth ; 
and there is that withhdldeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty. 

There is that maketh himself rich, y«t hath 
nothing: there is that maketh himself poor, yet 
liath great riches, 

TOL. I. B« 
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. He becometh 'poor that dealeth with a slack 
iiaod: but the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 

He that gathereth in summer is a wise son : bol 
he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth 
shame. 

Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished ; 
but he that gathereth by labour shall increase. 

The merciful man doeth good to his own soul : 
but he that is cruel troubleth his own flesh. 

A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: 
but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. 

He is in the way of life that keepeth instrac- 
iioa : but he that refuseth reproof erreth. 

He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own 
soul : but he that heareth reproof getteth under- 
standing. 

There be four things which are little upon the 
earth, but they are exceeding wise. 

'The ants are a people not strong, yet they pre* 
pare their meat in the summer ; 

The conies are ()uta feeble folk, yet make they 
their houses in the. ):ocks; 

The locusts have no kipg, yet go they forth 
all of them by bands; 

The spider taketh hol^ with her hands^ and is 
In kings palaces. 

There is that speaketh Jike the piercings of a 
0word: but the tongue of the wise ishe^th. 
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A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that i» 
of a faithful spirit coucealeth the matter. 

H^ that goeth about as a talebearer rev^eth 
secrets; therefore meddle not with him that flat* 
tereth with his lips. * 

Where no wood is^ there the fire goeth out : so 
w^ere there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth. 

Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue 
keepeth his soul from troubles. 

In all labour there is profit : but the talk of 
the hps tendeth only to penury. 

A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth : 
and a word spoken in due season, how good is it! 

Thorns and snares are in the way of the fro* 
ward : he that doth keep his soul shall be &r 
fj^omthem. 

The full soul loatheth an honeycomb ; but to 
the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet. 

As a bird that wandereth from her nest^ so is 
a man that wandereth from his place. 

Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart : so 
doth the sweetness of a man's friend by hearty 
counsel. 

By wise counsel thou shalt make thy war ; and 
in multitude of counsellors there is safety. 

Counsel in the heart of man is liKe deep Wa- 
ter ; bat a man of understanding will draw it out» 
bb2 
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A wise auM is strong ; yea/ a man of know- 
ledge increaseth strength. 

He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for 
k; and he that hateth suretiship is suro* 

The eyea of the Lord preserve knowtedge^ and 
he oTerthroweth the words of the transgressor. 

Ereii a child is known by his doings whether 
his work be pure, and whether it be right. 

The rod and reproof give wisdooi : but a. child 
left to himself bringeth his mother to shame. 

Train up a child in the way be should .gc^ and 
when he is old he will not depart from it» 

Most mea will proclaim every on^ hi9 own 
goodness : but a faithful man who can find ? 

The just man walketh in bis int^egrity i his 
/Children are blessed afler him. 

Children's children are the crown of old men^ 
and the glory of children are their fiithers. 

It is naught, it is naught, saith the boyet ; 1)ut 
when he is gone his way, then: he boasteth. 

There is gold,, aqd a multitude of rubies : but 
the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel. 

Do they not err that devise evil?, but mercy 
and truth shall :be to them that devise good* 

Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I 
am pare from my sin ? 

All the ways of^man are clean in' his own eyes; 

* the Lord weigheth the spirits. 
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Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: 
but the Lord pondereth the hearts. 

To do justice and judgement is more accept- 
able to the Lord than sacrifice. 

The fining pot is for silver^ and the furnace 
for gold : but the Lord trieth the hearts. 

The hearing ear> and the seeing eye, the Lord 
hath made even both of them. 
' A. man's heart deyisetli his way : but the Lord 
directeth his steps. 

When a man's ways pkase the Lord^ he mak« 
cth even his enemies to be at peace with him* 

The foolishness of man perverteth hi» way : 
and his heart fretteth against the Lord. 
• The highway of the upright is tf> depart froia 
evil : he that ke^peth his way preiierreth hi» soul. 
- He that keepeth the commandment keepettb 
liis own soul ; but he that despiseth his vfzyTs 
fhaW die. 

^ He that fi>Howeth aftiBr rightecNxsiiess and mer*- 
cy findeth kfe^ righteousnessj and honour. 
. There is na wisdom nor understanding nor 
counsel against the Lord. 

The horse is prepared against the day of battle; 
but safety iaof the Lord. 

The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the 
righteous runneth into it, and is safe. 
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Pfoverbs. 

My son, attend to my wofds ; inclioe thine ear 
^nto my sayings. Forget not my law ; but let 
thine heart keep my commandments : for they 
are life onto those that find them^ and health to 
all their flesh. Length of days, and long life, 
and peace^ shall Ihey add to thee. Let not mercy 
and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy 
^eck^ write them upon the table of thine heart : 
so shalt thon find £ivour and good unden^tsui^tng 
ill the sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord 
with all thine heart ; and lean not unto thine owa 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge 
him» and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise 
in thine own eyes : fear the Lord, and depart 
Irom evil. Honour the Lord with thy substance, 
and with the first fruits of ail thine increases 
10 shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy 
presses shall burst out with new wine. My son, 
despise not the chastening of the Lojrd; neither 
be wary of his correction ; for wh<un the Lord 
loveth he correcteth } cTen as a father the son in 



ADVICE, ADMONITIONS, &C. 283 

vrhom he deligbteth. If thou faint in the day of 
adversity, thy strength is stAslI). If thou sayest. 
Behold, we knew it not ; doth XM>t he that pon- 
dereth the heart consider it ? and he that keep* 
eth thy soul, doth not he know it? and shall not 
he reftder to every man according to his works ? 
My son, eat thou honey, because it is good ; and 
the honey-comb, which is sweet to thy taste : so 
ahall the knowledge of wisdom be unto ^hy s'oul ; 
when thou hast found it, then there shall be a re« 
ward, and thy expectation shall not be cut off. 



From the same. 

My SOD, if sinners entice thee, consent thou 
]|ot. If they say. Come with us, cast in thy lot 
among us ; let us all have one purse : my son^ 
walk not thou in the way with them ; refrain thy 
foot from their path : fw their feet run to evil, 
and make haste to shed blood. Enter not into 
'the pajth of the wicked, and go not in the way of 
evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it^ 
^nd pass away. When wisdom entereth into 
thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy 
fOul; discretion shall preserve thee, understand* 
ing shail keep thee: to deliver thee from the way^ 
of the evil inaxi, from the m^n that speaketh fr^^ 



284 SACRED HOURS, &C. 

"7- ?— ■- ■'■" ' ; T ■ ....—.■■. I ■ i._n . 

ward thtogs ; who leave the paths of uprightness, 
to walk in the way of darkness; who rejoice to 
do evil, and delight in the frowardness of the. 
wicked ; whoAe ways are crooked, and they fro- 
ward in their paths. Eat thoa not the bread of 
him that hath an evil eye, neither desire thou his 
dainty meats : for as he thinketh in his heart, so 
is he ; eat and drink, saith he to thee, but his 
heart is not with thee. Cease, my son, to hear 
the instruction that causeth to err from the words 
of knowledge ; that thou mayest walk in the way 
of good men, and keep the paths of the righte- 
ous. Fear thou the Lord and the king; and 
meddle not with thecn that are given to change : 
for their calamity shall rise suddenly ; and who 
kuoweth the ruin of them both ? Withdraw thy 
foot from thy neighbour's house 3 lest he be weary 
of thee, and so hate thee. Debate thy cause witb 
thy neighbour himself, and discover not a secret 
^o another; lest he that heareth it put thee to 
shame, and thine infamy turn not away. Curse 
liot the king, no, not in thy thought ; and curse 
not the rich in thy, bedchamber : for a bird of 
the air shall carry the vdce, and that which hatb 
wings shall tell the matter. Hearken onto thy 
father thjat begat thee, and despise not thy mother 
when she is old. Correct thy son, and he shall 
give thee rest, yea h« shallgive delight illito>tby 
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soul. Be tbou diligent to know the state of thy 
flocks^ and look well to thy herds. Boast not 
thyself of to-morrow, for thou knowest not what 
a day may bring forth. Commit thy works un- 
to the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established* 



From the same. 

My sow, hear the instruction of thy fatherland 
ibrsake not the law of thy mother : for they shair 
be an ornament of grace unto thy head^ and 
chains about thy neck. Keep thy heart with all 
diligence ; for out of it are the issues of life. Put 
away from thee a fro ward mouth, and perverse 
lips put far from thee. Let thine eyes look right 
Qn> and let thine eyelids look straight before 
>thee. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all 
thy ways be established. Turn not to the right 
hand nor to the left 5 renaove thy foot from evil. 
Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou 
mayest be wise in the latter end. Bow dowu 
thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and 
apply thine heart unto my knowledge. My son, 
if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my com* 
aoandments with thee; so that thou incline thine 
ear unto wisdom^ and apply thine heart to under-* 
standing; yea, if thou criest after koowledgej^ 
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and liflest up thy voice ibr understanding; if 
thou seekest her as silver^ and searchest for her as 
for hid treasures; then shalt thou understand the 
fear of the Lord^ and find the knowledge of God. 
For the Lord giveth wisdom : out of his mouth 
Cometh knowledge and understanding. He lay* 
eth up sound wisdom for the righteous ; he is a 
buckler to them that walk uprightly. He keep* 
eth the paths of judgement^ and preserveth the 
way of his saints. Then shalt thou understand 
righteousness^ and judgement^ and equity; yea, 
every good path. 



Ecclesiastic us* 

My son, prove thy soul in thy life,, aud see 
what is evil for \t, and give not that unto it* 
Remember that death will not be long in coming, 
and that the covenant of the grave is not shewed 
unto thee. Defraud not thyself of the good 
day, and let not the part of a good desire over« 
pass thee. Do no evil, so shall no harm come . 
unto thee. Depart from the unjust, and iniquity 
shall turn away from thee. As near as thou canst 
guess at thy neighbour, and consult with the 
wise. Let thy talk be with the wise, and all thy 
(Communication in the law of the Most High. LftC 
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just men eat and drink with thee ; and let thy 
glorying be in the fear of the Lord. Be stedfast 
in thy covenant, and be conversant therein, and 
wax old in thy work. Flee from sin as from the 
face of a serpent : for if thou comest too near it, 
it will bite thee: the teeth thereof are as the 
teeth of a lion, slaying the souls of men. All 
iniquity is as a two-edged sword, the wounds 
whereof cannot be healed. Say not thou. It is - 
through the Lord that I fell away: for thou 
oughtest not to do the things that he hateth. 
Say not thou. He hath causednne to err : for he 
hath no need of the sinful man. The Lord 
hateth all abomination ; and they that fear God 
love it not. He himself made man from the be- 
ginning, and left him in the hand of his counsel; 
if thou wilt, to keep the commandments, and to 
perform acceptable faithfulness. He hath set fire 
and water before thee : stretch forth thy hand 
unto whether thou wilt. Before man is life and 
death ;' and whether him liketh shall be given 
him. Who will pity a charmer that is bitten 
with a serpent, or any such as come nigh wild 
beasts ? So one that goeth to a sinner, and is de^ 
filed, with him in his sins, who will pity ? If 
jbhou followest righteousness thou shalt obtain 
her, and put her on as a glorious long robe. The 
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birds will resort unto their like; so will truth 
return unto them who practise in her. 



Fraf9i the same. 

Honour a physician with the honour due unto 
him for the uses which ye may have of him : for 
the Lord hath created him. For of the Most 
High Cometh healing, and he shall receive ho- 
nour of the king. The skill of the physician 
shall lift up his head: and in the sight of great 
men he shall be in admiration^ The Lord hath 
created medicines out of the earth ; and he that 
is wise will not abhor them. Was not the teater 
made sweet with wood, that the virtue thereof 
might be known F And he hath given men skilli 
that he might be honoured in his marvellous 
works. With such doth he heal men, and taketh 
away their pains. My son, in thy sicktiessbe 
not negligent : but pray unto the Lord, and he 
will make thee whole. Leave off from sih, and 
order thine hands aright, and cleanse thy heart 
from all wickedness. Then give place td the 
physician, for the Lord hath created him: let Mm 
not go from thee, for thou hast need of him. 

re is a time when in their hands there is good 
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success. For they shall also pray unto the Lord, 
that he would prosper that, which they giv« fop 
«ase and remedy to prolong life. 



From the same. 

Burden not thyself above thy power while 
thou liyest ; and have no fellowiship with one that 
IS mightier and richer than thyjself: for hoW" 
agree the kettle and the earthen pot together? 
for if the one be smitten against the other, it shall 
be broken. The rich maa hath done wrong, and 
yet he threateneth withal : the poor is wronged, 
and he must intreat also. If thou be for bis^pro* 
fit, he will use thee : but if thou hav« nothing, 
he will forsake thee. If thou have any thing, he 
will live with thee: yea, he will make thee bare, 
and will not be sorry for it* If he have need of 
thee, he will deceive thee, and smile apon thee, 
and put thee in hope : he will speak thee fair, 
and say. What wantest thou? And he will 
shame thee by his meats, until he have drawn 
thee dry twice or thrice, and at the last he will 
laugh thee to scorn : afterward, when he seeth 
4hee, he will forsake thee, and shake his head at 
thee. Beware that thou be not deceived* an^ 

VOL, 4. cc ^ 
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brought down in thy joHity. If thou be invited 
of a mighty man, withdraw thyself, and so much 
the more will he invite thee. Better is the life 
of a poor man in a mean cottage, than delicate 
fsLve in another man's house. Be it little or much, 
hold thee contented, that thou hear not the re- 
proach of thy house. For it is a miserable life 
to go from house to house : for where thou art 
a stranger, thoa darest not open thy mouth. 
Thou shalt entertain, and feast, and Have no 
thanks: moreover thou shalt hear bitter words: 
Come, thou stranger, and furnish a table, and 
feed me of that thou hast ready. Give place, 
thou stranger, to an honourable man ; my bro- 
ther cometh to be lodged, and I have need of 
mine hpuse. These things are grievous to a man 
of understanding; the upbraiding of house room, 
and reproaching of the lender. Make not tby« 
self an underling to a foolish man ; neither ac- 
cept the person of the mighty. Strive not with 
a mighty man, lest thou fall into his hands. 
Lend not unto him that is mightier than thyself; 
lor if thou lendest him, count it but lost. Be 
not surety above thy power; for if thou be sure- 
ty, take care to pay it. Forget not the friend- 
«hip of thy surety, for he hath given his life for 
thee. A sinner will overthrow the good estate 
0i his surety; and he that is of an unthinkiDg 
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mind, will leave him in danger that delivered 
him. Saretiship hath undone many of good 
estate, and shaken them as a wave of the sea: 
mighty men hath it driven from their houses, so 
. that they wandered among strange nations. 
Hear me, O ye great men of the people, and 
hearken with your ears, ye rulers of the congre- 
gation. Give not thy son and wife, thy brother 
and friend, power over thee white thou livest, 
and give not thy goods to another : lest it repent 
thee, and thou intreat for the same again. As 
longjis thou livest and hast breath in thee, give 
toot thyself over to any. For better it is that thy 
children should seek to thee,, than that thou 
shouldest stand to their courtesy. In all thy 
works keep to thyself the preeminence ; leave 
not a stain in thine honour. At the time when 
thou shalt end thy days, and finish thy life, dis>> 
tribute thine inheritance. Have regard to thy 
name ; for that shall continue with thee above a 
thousand great treasures of gold. 



From the same. 

Hast thou cattle? have an eye to them: and if 
they be for thy profit keep them with thee, 
cc 2 
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Hast thou children? instruct thein^ and bow 
down their neck from their youth. An horse 
not broken becometh headstrong : and a child 
left to himself will be wilful. Give him no 
liberty in his youths and wink not at hi* foiiie«. 
Marry thy daughter, and soshalt thou have per^ 
formed a weighty matter: but give her to'a man 
of understanding. Honour thy father with thy 
whole heart> and forget hot the sorrows of thy 
mother. Remember thi\t thou wast begotten of 
them ; and how canst thou recompense them the 
things that they have done for th^e ? If their 
understanding fail, have patience with them; 
and despise them not when thou art in thy full 
strength. In the day of thine affliction it shall 
be remembered ; thy sins also shall melt away» 
as the .ice in the fair warm weather. Lend to 
thy neighbour in time of his need, and pay thou 
thy neighbour again in due season. Keep thy 
word, and deal faithfully with him, and thou 
shalt always fmd the thing that is necessary for 
thee. Let not thine hand be stretched out to 
receive, and shut when thou shouldest repay. 
Many, when a thing was lent them, reckoned it 
to be found, and put them to trouble that helped 
them. Till he hath received, he will kiss a man's 
hand; and for his neighbour's money he will 
speak submissively : but when he should repay, 
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he will prolong the time, and retarn words of 
grief, and complain of the time. Many there- 
fore have refused to lend for other men^s ill deal- 
ing, fearing to be defrauded : yet have thou 
patience with a man in poor estate, and delay 
not to shew him mercy. Deliver all things in 
number and weight ; and put all in writing that 
thou givest out, or receivest in. Lose thy money 
for thy brother and thy friend, and let it not rust 
under a stone to be lost. Be not hasty in thy 
tongue, and in thy deeds slack and remiss. Be 
not as a lion in thy house, nor frantic among thy 
servants. If thou set thy servant to labour, thou 
shalt find rest : but if thou let him go idle, he 
shall seek liberty. Send bim to labour,, that he 
be not idle ; for idleness teacheth much evil. 
Set him to work, as is fit for him : but be not 
excessive toward any ; and without discretion do 
nothing. If thou have a servant, entreat him as 
a brother: for thou hast need of him, as of thine 
own soul: if thou entreat him evi^,. and he run 
from thee, which way wilt thou go te^seek him ? 
Whereas thy servant worketh truly, entreat hint 
not evil, nor the hireling that bestoweth himself 
wholly for thee. Let thy soul love a good ser- 
vant^ and defraud him- not of liberty. Be not 
ashamed to inform the unwise and foolish, and 
tbe extreme aged that contendetfa witk those that 
cc a 
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are young : thus shalt thou be truly learned, and 
approved of all men living. Learn before thou 
speak, and use physic or ever thou be sick. 
When thou bast enough, remember the time of 
hunger: and when thou art rich,, think upon 
poverty and need. Go not in a way wherein 
thou mayest fall, and stumble not among the 
stones. Be not confident in a plaia way. Do 
nothing without advice : and when thou hast 
once done, repent not. Whatsoever thou takest 
in hand, remember the end, and thou shalt never 
do amiss. Laugh no man to scorn iu the bitter- 
ness of his soul : for there is on^ which hnmbleth 
and exalteth. 



From the same. 

Speaks young man, if there be need of thee: 
and yet scarcely when thou art twice asked. 
Let thy speech be short, comprehending much 
in few words; be as one that knoweth and yet 
holdeth his tongue. If thou be among great 
men, make not thyself equal with them ; and 
when ancient men are in place, use not many 
words. Before the thunder goeth lightning: 
and before a shamefaced man shall go favour* 
Observe the opportunity, and bewareof evil ; and 
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be not ashamed, when it coBcerneth thy soul. 
For there is a shame that bringeth sin : and there 
is a shame which is glory and grace. Accept no 
person against thy soul, and let not the reverenco 
of any man cause thee to falf. Who will justify 
him t)iat sinneth against his own soul ? and who 
will honour him that.dishonoureth his own life. 
Be not ashamed to confess thy sins, and refrain 
not to speak, when there is occasion to do good* 
For by speech wisdom shall be known : and 
learning by the word of the tongue. Look that 
thou hedge thy possession about with thorns, and 
bind up thy silver and gold. And weigh thy 
words in a balance, and make a door and'bar for 
thy mouth. Rise up betimes, and be not the last: 
but get thee home without delay. There take 
thy pastime, and do what thou wilt : but sin not 
by proud speech. And for these things bles^ 
him that made thee, and hath replenished thee 
with his go6d things. 



From the same. 

Miss not the discourse of the elders : for they 
also learned of their fathers, and of them thou 
shalt learn understanding, and to give answer as 
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need requireth. Despise not tbe discourse of the 
wise, bat acquaint thyself with their proverbs r 
for of them thoa sbalt learn instruction. If thou 
hast gathered nothing in thy youth, how canst 
thou find any thing rn thine age ? If thoa be 
among the indiscreet, observe the time; but be 
continually among men of understanding. Strive 
not in a matter that concerneth thee not ; and sit 
not in judgement with sinners. My son, med* 
die not with many matters: for if thou meddle- 
much, thou shalt not be innocent : and if thou 
follow afler, thou shalt not obtain, neither shaft 
thou escape by fleeing. Be not called a <wfais« 
perer, and lie not in wait with thy tongue : for 
a foul shame is upon the thief, and an evil con* 
demnation upon the double tongue. Be not ig- 
norant of any thing in a great matter or a smalL 
If thou hast understanding, answer thy neigh- 
bour ; if not, lay thy hand upon thy mouths 
Be not an hypocrite, in the sight of men, and 
take good heed what thou speakest. Rehearse 
not unto another that which is told* unto thee,, 
and thou shalt fare never the worse. Whether 
it b^ to a friend or foe, talk not of other men's 
Jives ; and if thou canst without offence, reveal 
theni not. If thou hast heard a word, l^t it die 
with thee: and behold, it will not burst thee. 
"Winnow not with every wind, and go not intot 
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every way 2 for so doth the sinner that hath a 
double tongue. Be stedfast in thy understand- 
ing ; and let thy word be the same. Be swift 
' to hear ; and let thy life be sincere ; and with 
patience give answer. Consult not with a fool{ 
for he cannot keep counsel. Do no secret thing 
before a stranger ; for thou knowestnot what he 
will bring forth. Open not thine heart to every 
man^ lest he requite thee with a shrewd turn. 
Consult nut with one that suspecteth thee: and 
hide thy counsel from such as envy thee. . Nei* 
ther consult with a woman touching her of whom 
she is jealous; neither with a coward in matters 
of war; nor with' a merchant concerning ex- 
change; nor with a buyer of selling; nor with 
an envious man of thankfulness; nor with an 
unmerciful man touching kindness; nor with the^ 
slothful for any work; nor with an hireling for 
a year of fmishing work ; nor with an idle 
servant of' much business: hearken not unto 
these in any matter of counsel. But be continu- 
ally with a godly man, whom thou kuowest to 
keep the commandments of the Lord, whose 
mind is according to thy mind, and will sorrow 
\\ith thee if thou shalt miscarry. And let the 
counsel of thine own heart stand : for there is no 
man more faithful unto thee than it. For a man's 
mind is sometime wont to tell him more thaa 
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seven watchmen, that sit above in an high tower. 
And above all this pray to the Most High, that 
he will direct thy way in truth. Let reason go 
before every enterprise, and counsel before every 
action* 



liaiah. 

Thus saith the High and Lofty One« that in- 
habiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; my 
thoughts are not your though ts, neither are your 
ways my ways : for as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. I 
dwell in the high and holy place, with him also 
that is of a contrite and hgmble spirit, to revive 
the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart 
of the contrite ones. I have seen his ways, and 
will heal him ; 1 will lead him also, and restore 
comforts unto him* Peace, peace to him that is 
far off, and to him that is near, saith the Lord, 
and 1 will heal him. Hearken diligently unto 
me : incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, 
and your soul shall live: wash you, make you 
clean; put away the evil of your doings from 
before mine eyes ; cease to do eyil; learn to db 
-veil; seek judgement, relieve the oppressed; 
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judge the latherless^ plead for the widow. Be* 
hold, ye fast Tor strife and debate^ and to smite 
with the fist of wickedness : ye shall not fast adsye 
do this day, to make your voice to be heard on 
high. Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a 
day for a man to afflict his soul ? is it to bow down 
his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth 
and ashes under him ? wilt thou call this a fast, 
and an acceptable 4^y to the Lord ? Is not this 
the fast that 1 have chosen ? to loose the bands 
of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and 
to let the oppressed go free, and that ye brake 
every yoke ? Is it not to deal thy bread to the 
iiungry, and that thou bring the poor that are' 
cast out to thy house ? when thou seest the naked, 
that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thy- 
self from thine own flesh ? Then shall thy light 
break forth as the morning, and thine health 
shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness 
shall go before thee ; the glory of the Lord shall 
be thy reward. Then shalt thou call, and the 
Lord shall answer ; thou shalt ci-y, and he shall 
say, Here I am. If thou take away from the 
midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the 
finger, and speaking vanity; and if thou draw 
out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the af- 
flicted soul ; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, 
aRd thy darkness be as the noon day. If thou 
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turn away thy foot from the sabbath^ from doing 
thy pleasure on my holy day ; and call the sab- 
bath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honour- 
able ; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own 
ways, nor finding thino own pleasure, nor speak- 
ing thine own words: then shalt thou delight 
thyself in the Lord; and the Lord shall guide 
thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, 
and make fat thy bones : ahd thou shalt be like a 
watered garden, and like a spring of water, 
whose waters fail not. 



Amos. 

Seek the Lord, and ye shall live. Seek hh& 
that maketh the sevtm stars and Orion, and turn- 
eth the shadow of death into the morning, and 
maketh the day dark with night : that calleth for 
the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon 
the face of the earth : the Lord is his name: that 
strengtheneth the spoiledf against the strong, so 
that the spoiled shall come against the fortress. 
That formeth the mountains, and createth the 
wind, and declareth unto man what is his thought^ 
that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth 
upon the high places of the earth, the Lord, the 
God of Hosts is his name. Seek good, and not 
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evil, that ye may live : and so the Lord^ the God 
of Hosts^ shall be with youj as ye 4iave spoken. 
Hate the evil^ and love the good^ and establish 
judgement in the gate: it may be that the Lord 
God of Hosts will be gracious unto the remnant 
of Joseph. 



Ezekiel. 

1 will judge you, every one according to his 
ways, saith the Lord God. Repent, and turn 
yourselves from all your transgressions; so ini- 
quity shall not be your ruin. Cast away from 
you all your transgressions, whereby ye have 
transgressed ; and make you a new heart and a 
new spirit : for why will ye die. Behold, all 
souls are mine ; as the soul of the father, so also 
the soul of the son is mine : the soul that sinneth, 
it shall die. But if a man be just, and do that 
which is lawful and right, and hath not oppressed 
any, but hath restored to the debtor his pledge, 
hath spoiled none by violence, hath given his 
bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked 
with a garment ; he that hath not given forth 
upon usury, neither hath taken any increase, 
that hath withdrawn his hand from iniquity, 
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hath executed true judgement between man and 
maoj bath walked in my statutes* and hath kept 
my judgements^ to deal truly ; be is just^ he shall 
jurely live^ saitb tbe Lord God. 



Jeremiah. 

' Thus sai^ the Lord, Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in 
his riches : but let him that glorieth glory in this, 
that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I 
am the Lord which exercise loving kindness, 
judgement, and righteousness, in the earth ; fi>r 
AA these things. I delight,, saith the Lord. 



Zephanialiu 
dather yourselves together^ yea> gather toge- 
liber, O nations. Before the decree bring fortb« 
t^fore the day pass as the chafi^ before' the fierce 
angjer of the Lord come upon you, before the 
day of the I*oj»d's anger come upon you. Seek 
ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which 
have wrought his judgement; seek righteousness, 
seek Bwekness : it may be ye shall be bid in the 
day of the Lord's anger. 
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Zachariabr 

Thu8 speakcth the Lord of Hoats, sayingv 
Execute true jodgemc&t, and shew mercy and 
compassion eyery man to his brother : and op« 
press not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stran- 
ger, nor the poor ; and let none of you imagine 
€yi\ against his brother in your heart. 



Job. 

Look onto the heavens, and see ; and behold 
the clouds which are higher than thou. Canst 
thou by searching find out Crod ? canst thoy find 
oat the Almighty unto perfection? It is as high 
as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than 
bell.; what canst thou know? The measure 
thereof is longer than the earth, and broader 
than the sea. If he cut off, and shut up, or 
gather together, then who can hinder him? For 
he knoweth vain men: heseeth wickedness also; 
will he not then consider it ? For vain man 
would be wise, though man be born like a wild 
ass's colt. If thou prepare thine heart, and 
stretch out thine hand» toward him; if iniquity 
be in thine hand^ put it far away, . and let not 
»i>2 
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wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. For then 
shalt thou lift up thy face without spot; yea, thou 
shalt be stedfast, and shalt no^fear: because thou 
shalt forget thy misery, and remember it as wa- 
ters that pass away : and thine age shall be clearer 
than the noon day ; thou shalt shine forth, thou 
shalt be as the morning. Acquaint now thyself 
with him, and be at peace : thereby good shall 
come unto thee. Receive, I pray thee, the law 
from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine 
heart. If thou return to the Almighty, thou 
shalt be built up, thou shalt put away iniquity 
far from thy tabernacles. Yea, the Almighty 
shall l^e thy defence, for then shalt thou have 
thy delight in the Almighty, and shalt Uft up 
thy face unto God. Thou shalt make thy prayer 
unto him^ and he shall hear thee, and thou shalt 
pay thy vows. Thou ^halt also decree a thing, 
and it shall be established unto thee ; and the 
light shall shine upon thy ways. When men are 
cast down, then thou shalt say. There is lifting 
up ; • and he shall save thehumble person. And 
thou shalt be secure, because there is hope ; yea, 
thou shalt dig about thee, and thou shalt take thy 
Test in safety. Also thou shalt lie down, and 
none shall make thee afraid ; yea, many shall 
make suit un^ thee. 



Tobit. 

My son, be mindful of the Lord our God all 
thy days> and let not thy wilt be set to sin, or to 
transgress his commandments : do uprightly all 
thy life long,, and follow not the ways of un-^ 
righteousness. For if thou deal truly, thy do- 
ings shall prosperously succeed to thee, and to 
ail them that lire justly. Let not the wages of 
.any man which hath wrought for thee tarry with 
thee, but give it him out of hand : for if thou 
serve God, he will also repay thee : be circum* 
spect, my son, in all things^ thou doest, and be 
wise in all thy conversation. Do that to no man 
which thou hatest: drink not wine to make thee* 
drunken : neither let drunkenness go with thee 
in thy journey. Ask counsel of all that are wise, 
and despite not any counsel that is profitable. 
Bless God, praise him, and magnify him, and 
praise him for the things which he hath done 
unto you in the sight of all that live. It ia good 
to praise God, and exaJt his name, and honour- 
ably to' shew forth the works of God; therefore 
be not slack to praise him. Prayer is good, with 
fasting, and alms^ and righteousness. A little 
with nghteousness is better than much with un- 
righteousness. It is better to give alms than ta 
lay up gold. Bless the Lord thy God al way, and 

DIXS 
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desire of him that thy ways may be directed, and 
that all thy paths and coaasels may prosper: for 
every nation hath not counsel; bat the Lord 
himself giveth all good things, and he humbleth 
whom he will, as he will ; now therefore^ my 
ton, remember my commandments^ neither let 
them be pat ont of tby mind. And fear not, my 
•on, that we are made poor: for thou hast much 
wealth, if thoo fear God, and depart from all sin^ 
and do that which is pleasing in his sight. 



2 Esdras. 

Let not the sinner say that he hath not sinnedt 
fur behold, the Lord knoweth all the works of 
men, their imaginations, their thoughts, and their 
hearts : which spake but the word. Let the earth 
be made ; and it was made : Let the heaven be 
made ; and it was Created. In his word were 
the stars made> and he knoweth* the number of 
^hem^^ He searcheth the deep^ and the treasures 
thereof; he hath measured the sea, and what it 
containeth. He hath shut the sea in the midst 
of the waters, and with his word hath he hanged 
the earth upon the waters. H,e spread eth out 
the heavens like a vault j upon the Witters hath 
he founded it. In the desert l^ath he made 
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springs of water, and pools upon the tops of the 
mountains, that the floods might pour down from 
the high rocks to water the earth. He made 
man, and put his heart in the inidst of the body^ 
and gave him breath* life, and understanding. 
Yea, and the Spirit of Almighty God, which 
made all things, and searche^h out all hidden 
things in the secrets of the ^earth. Surely fee 
knoweth your inventions, and what ye think in 
your hearts, even them that sin, and would hide 
their sin. Therefore hath the Lord exactly 
searched out all your works, and he will put you 
all to shame. And when your sins are brought 
forth,, ye shall be ashamed before men,, and your 
own sins shall be your accusers in that day. 
What will ye do? or how wiU ye hide your sins 
before God and his angels? Behold, God himself 
is the judge,, fear him : leave off from you;r sins, 
and forget your iniquities^ to meddle no more 
with them for ever : so shall God lead you forth, 
and deliver you from all trouble. Be ye not 
afraid, neither doubt ;^ for God is your guide, and 
the guide of them whp keep his commandments 
and precepts. Do right to the widow, judge fo» 
the fatherless, give to the poor, defend the or- 
phan, clothe the naked, heal the broken and the 
weak, laugh not a lame man to scorn, defend the 
maimol. Look for your shepherd, he shall g.iv« 
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yoa everlasting rest^ for he is nigh at hand, that 
shall come in the end of the world. Be ready 
to the reward of the kingdom^ for the everlast- 
ing light shall shine upon you for evermore. 
Flee the shadow of this world,, receive the joy« 
ftilness of your glory. O receive the gift that is. 
given you, and be glad, giving thanks unto hint 
that hath called you to the heavenly kingd<Miiii 



Ecclesiastes.. 

Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no 
pleasure in them ; while the sun, or the light^^ or 
the moon, or the stars be not darkened, nor the 
clouds return after the rain : in the day whea 
the keepers of the house shall tren^Ie, and the 
strong men shall bow themselves,^ and the grind- 
ers cease because they are few, and those that 
look out of the windows be darkened, and the 
doors shall be shut in the streets,, when the sound 
of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at 
the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of 
music shall be brought hjw : also when they shalt 
be afraid of that which is high, and fears shal^ 
be in the way, and the ahnond tree shall flourishji. 
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atid the grasshopper shall be a burdeu^ and de* 
sire shall fail: because man goeth to his long 
home^ and the mourners go about the streets: or 
ever the silver cord be loosed^ or the golden bo\frl 
be broken^ or the pitcher be broken at the foun- 
tain, or the wheel broken at the cistern. Thea 
shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and 
the spirit shall return unto God who gave it. 



From the same. 

Say not thou. What is the cause that the for- 
mer days were better than these ? for thou dost 
not enquire wisely concerning this. For who 
knoweth what is good for man in this life, all the 
days of his vain life which he spendeth as a sha* 
dow? for who can tell a man what shall be after 
him under the sun ? For he knoweth not that 
which shall be : for who can tell him when it 
shall be ? If thou seest the oppression of the 
poor, and violent perverting of judgement and 
justice in a province, marvel not at the matter: 
for he that is higher than the highest regardeth ; 
and there be higher than they. Consider the 
work of God : for who can make that straight 
which he hath made crooked ? There is no man 
that hath power over the spirit to retain the lyi^i 
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fit; neither hath he power in the day of death : 
and there is no discharge in that war ; neither 
shall wickedness deliver those that are given to 
it. As thou knowest not what is the way of the 
spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb 
of her that is with child : even so thou knowest 
not the works of God who maketh all. In the 
d4y of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of 
adversity consider: God also hath set the one 
over against the other, to the end that man should 
find nothing after him. In the nu)rning sow thy 
leed, and in the evening withhold not thine 
band : for thou knowest not whether shall pT0»> 
per, either this or that, or whether they botk 
shall be alike good. Remoye sorrow from thy 
heart, and put away evil from thy flesh : for 
childhood and youth are vanity. Keep thy foot 
when thou goest to the house of God, and be 
more ready to hear than to give the sacrifice of 
fools : for they consider not that they do eviL 
Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine 
heart be hasty to utter any thing before God : 
for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth : 
therefore let thy words be few. Be no( hasty in 
thy spirit to be angry : for anger resteth iu the 
bosom of fools. Also take no heed unto all 
words that are spoken : Jest thou hear thy ser- 
vant curse thee: for oflteiitimes also thine awifc 
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heart kaoweth that thou thyself "likewise hast 
cursed others. For there is not a just man upon 
€arth^ that doeth good, and siniieth not. What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it witji thy 
might; for there is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, noc wisdom^ in the grave, whither 
thou goQst. Truly the light is sweet, and a 
pleasant thing it is for the eyes to hehold the sun : 
but if a man live many years, and rejoice in 
them all; yet let him remember the days of 
darkness, for they shall be nany ; all that com- 
eth is vanity. Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter : fear God, and keep his command- 
ments ; for this is the whole duty of man. For 
God shall bring every work into judgement, wi^h 
every jecret thing, whether it is good, or whe- 
ther it be eviL 



Revelations. ' 

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, 
that they may rest from their labours, and their 
works do foll#w them. Therefore are they be- 
. fore the throne of God, and -serve him day and 
night in his temple: aud be that sitteth on the 
throne shall dwell among them. And they shall 
4ee his face; and the Lamb, which is in the 
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midst of the throne, shall feed Hhem, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of waters: and 
Ood shall wipe away all tears* frona their eyes. 
And there shall be no more death, neither sor- 
row, nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain: for the fonner things are passed away. 
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more; neither shall the sun light .en tbem, nor 
any heat. And there shall be no night there; 
and they need no candle, neither light of thesun; 
for the Lord God'^veth them light : and they 
fihall reign for ever and ever. 



Ecclesi^ticus. 

Blessed Is be that shall be exercised in these 
things ; and he that layeth them up in his heart 
shall become wise. For If he do them, he shall 
be strong to all things: for the light of the Lord 
leadeth him, who giveth wisdom to the godly. 
Blessed be the Lord for ever. Amen, Amen. 
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